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Glory to God in the higheſt : ar Von earth peace, good - will 
towards men, Luke 11. 14. 

What ſhall we, then, ſay to theſe things? If God be for us, 
who can be againit us? Rom. viii. 31. 

Who will have all men to be ſaved, and to come to the know- 
ledge of the truth, 1 Tim. ii. 4. 
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1 I. 


DE AR BRETHREN, 


Kn Grieved me to hear that there 
Fr * : 

Me” $ : were diſputings among you, be- 
F * * 7 ing aware of their evil tendency; 
N. but, when the fruit appeared in 
the loſs of your chriſtian ſimplicity, it made me 
unhappy indeed. Alas! how deſtructive to 
the pure and peaceable ſpirit of the goſpel, is 
lleſhly opinionative knowledge 
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Monk than twelve months are elapſed, ſince 
I was fiſt informed of your mutual heats, and 
trials of ſkill, reſpecting knowledge, argument 
and or:hocoxy ; during which, I have written 
ſundry letters to you, without taking the leaſt 
notice of your diſſenſions in opinion. 


Frxom knowledge of human nature I was 
aware, that my interfering in your diſputes at 
that time would be adding fuel to fire, and 
would operate as an inflammative in a fever: 
hence I waited for a favorable criſis, for a happy 
period, when I might interpoſe with advantage 
but this I could not expect, until both parties 
were reduced to reverence truth alone, though 
at the expence oi the darling, and to the noto- 


rious mortification of the ſelfiſh principle. 


I THaxnx God our Saviour, I have not waited 
in vain: I have now the pleaſure to find you 
united again ia that one grand and only intereſt- 
ing ſubject, Jeſus Chriſt and him crucified : 


and 
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and that you are mutually influenced to lay 
aſide ſuch peculiar tenets or dogmas, as have, 
for ſome time paſt, diſtinguiſhed your parties; 
joining in chriſtian ſincerity, to worſhip God in 
the Spirit, to rejoice in Chriſt Jeſus, having no 
more confidence in the fleſh. Under this in- 


fluence may your fouls abide, as they will 
proſper. 


Ix your laſt letter, unto which you all ſub- 
ſcribed, you aſſure me, that you are perfectly 
ſatisfied with the great ſalvation, rejoicing in 
its freeneſs and fulneſs: intent alone on know- 
ing and enjoying your perſonal intereſt and hap- 
pineſs therein, without the enquiry, Lord, what 
ſhall this man do? I cannot but applaud your 
ſpirit and conduct; may you perſevere therein 
to the end. 


Ix reply to your deſire (that I would give you 
my thoughts, according to the ſcriptures, on the 
ſubjects which ſo lately diſtracted you) I have 
no objection to communicate to you all that is 


in 
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in my heart concerning theſe matters. But are 
you prepared to hear it? Are not your late di- 
viſions on theſe accounts rather too recent? May 
not the former ſpirit and temper, in ſome meaſure, 
recur, from my attempting a ſolution of what 
formerly gave birth to them? You tell me, 
that your ſatisfaction and rejoicing in Jeſus 
Chriſt is ſuch, that whether all, or only a part 
of the human race, ſhall be ſaved, is a point 
now of the uttermoſt indifference to you; and 
that the lights which the ſcriptures throw on 
theſe doctrines, will not again confound nor 
dazzle your chriſtian eye. 


Be it ſo. But in ſpeaking of the fulneſs, 
freeneſs, and extent of the great ſalvation, let 


me premiſe, that the two former are more imme- 
diately neceſſary to be known and believed by 
us: for on the belief and experience of theſe 
depend our conſolations ; whereas, whether all 
mankind will be ſaved, or not, is, among chril- 
trans, rather a queſtion of curioſity than of ne- 
ceſſity. Hence, I declare, that the rejoicing 
3 which 
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which I have in Chriit Jeſus, neither depends 
on, nor connects with, either fide of the queſtion 
but hath its foundation, riſe and ſupport, in 
the report and teſtimony of the Spirit, ipeaking 
by the prophets and apoſtles, concerning Jeſus 
Chriſt, and his tree and full ſalvation. There- 
fore, ſhould I be miltaken in my ideas, reſpect- 
ing the extent of the ſalvation of Chriſt, yet, 
this miſtake cannot in the leaſt affect my own 
intereſt or rejoicing in that ſalvation ; nor can 
I be diſtreſſed, or greatly diſappointed, at the de- 
tection of error in ſuch opinions, as I neither 
derived nor expected comfort from. 


Ox the face of the letter, there are, in the 
holy ſcriptures, three doctrines, which, to a 
literal view, are notoriouſly repugnant to each 
other; and theſe occaſion no ſmall buſtle and 
diſputations among the religious part of man- 
kind : for when men are influenced by either of 
theſe doctrines, they conclude themſelves under 
obligation to militate againſt the others; and 
this is one of the principal cauſes of alterca- 

tion, 


8 . 


tion, and of diſſenſions ſo prevailing among 
chriſtians. 


FixsT, There is a conditional ſalvation, de- 
pendent on man's repentance, faith and obedi- 
ence. Secondly, There is a free and unconditi- 
onal ſalvation of mankind, not dependent on 
works of righteouſneſs, as wrought by them; 
but this, from God's abſolute will and pleaſure, 
is limited to a few only whom he has loved and 
made choice of for that purpoſe; while the others, 
which are by far the preater part of mankind, 
are, by the ſame will and pleaſure, rejected, and 
excluded from that ſalvation. Thirdly, A ge- 


neral or univerſal ſalvation, where all, who dicd 


in Adam, ſhall be made alive in Chriſt. 


To ſuch, who, in ſimplicity and chriftian 
candor, are converſant with the ſacred book, I 
neec go no further for proof, than barely to men- 
tion it; that theſe doctrines, ſo apparently con- 


tradictory, ſo diametrically oppoſite, are, never- 
theleſs, contained in that book; and to this, 
the 
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the different profeſſions of chriſtians bear wit- 
neſs: for, while in particular they explode 
and deny my aſſertion, yet, as they are Cal- 
viniſts, Arminians, or Univerſaliſts, they con- 
firm it: and, with a general voice affirm, what, 


as particular fects, they deny with abhorrence. 


NoTwlTHSTANDING which, there are but few 
individuals, fo crucified to ſyſtem, ſo detached 
from party, as to ſee and confeſs this truth; 
much leſs can they perceive, how thoſe doc- 
trines, ſo ſeemingly contradictory, and oppo- 
ite to each other, ſhould yet be one in Chriſt, 
and preaching the ſame ſalvation, in the ſame 
language. Yet in this light I view them, and 
hope to ſpeak intelligibly of the matter to you 
in my next; recommending myſelf to your 
eſteem, I conclude, with aſſuring you that I 


am, in ſincerity, 


Your affectionate Brother and Servant, 
(for Chriſt's Sake) 
J. . 


B LE T- 


Drar BRETHREN, 


HRIST Jeſus, our Lord, is, in the holy 
| {criptures, eminently called the Truth. 

Every work and word of God, are only ſhadowy 
of him : Chriſt, as the one only truth, is the 
conſiſtence and harmony of all the ſeeming 
contradictions contained in the ſcriptures : he 
hath believed and obeyed, and therefore in- 
herits the promiſe :— While the people, as 
united to him, as gathering with him, are, with 
him, partakers of the ſame ſalvation :;—All 
the promiſes of God being, in him, Yea and 
Amen, to them :—Jeſus, as our fore- runner, 
is the elect, precious, the predeſtinated to eternal 
life; and ſuch are the people in lim: He took 


not 


VTV 11 


not on him angels, but he took on him the 
ſeed of Abraham: This is their election. Chriſt 
alſo ſuſtained the reprobate character, when 
made ſin for us, and when encompaſſed with 
the ſorrows of death, and the pains of hell. 
And as to univerſal ſalvation: He is alſo the 
truth of that. For, though we ſee not yet 
all the individuals of Adam's race, as ſuch, 
brought up, through the knowledge of Chriſt, 
to the great ſalvation ; yet, in him, all fleſh 
have ſeen the ſalvation of God: in him, all 
are taught of God : in him, all know God, 
from the greateſt to the leaſt. In him, the 
whole earth is filled with the knowledge of the 
glory of God, as the waters cover the ſea. 


Bur, to explain this more according to 
reaſon and argument, I would obſerve ; that 
not only the term Salvation, but every other 
term relating to the thing itfe}t, has divers ſig- 
nifications in the ſcriptures : yet, with con- 
fiſtence of matter, and hartmony ot ſpirit. To 
inſtance By ſalvation, we underſtand that 

SY. ſtate 
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ſtate and condition in which Jeſus Chriſt, by 


the purity of his life, the intention of his death, 
and the power of his reſurrection, hath placed 
mankind before the face of Gad. This ſtate 
is called in the icriptures, an everlaiting ſal. 
vation; the great ſalvation , eternal ſalvation; 
and is deſcribed as wrought in the Lord; in- 
dependent of knowledge, faith, or obedience, 
on the part of the ſaved, individually con- 
ſidered; „God was, in Chriſt, reconciling the 
world unto himielf, not imputing their treſ- 
paſſes unto them.” In this ſalvation, God be- 
holds us without ſpot, or blemiſh, or any ſuch 
thing: Our iniquities are pardoned, our war- 
fare is accompliited ; ſo that the Lord be- 
holdeth no iniquity in Jacob, nor perverſeneſs 
in Iſracl. This is the ſalvation, in which God 
cver beholds his creatures, and which the goſpel 


preaches to them as glad tidings, that faith 
might come by hearing. 


Acaix, Salvation, ſometimes in the ſcrip- 
tures, is made to depend on our repentance, 
belief, 


N 13 


belief, and obedience. This I might explain 
ina twofold ſenſe ; either as the voice of the 
law, in contradiſtinftion to the free uncon- 
ditional goſpel- ſalvation, ſpoken of above; or, 
as relating to the knowledge and joy of that 
free ſalvation ; a proper explication in either 
ſenſe, would be true: But, to abide by the 
ſubject in hand, I wave the firſt, and adhere ts 
the ſecond, 


Tuis falvation diſtinguiſhes the perſon who 
believeth on Jeſus, from him who believeth 
not; and, in a goſpel ſenſe, is deſcribed, as 
the happy conſequence, the only and bleſſed 
iruit of believing the report concerning Jeſus 
Chriit : 1. e. that he 1s, before God, our free, 
perfect, and eternal ſalvation. Ir conſiſts in a 
peculiar ſtate of mind, an exemption from 
guilt, fin and fear, a poſſeſſion of righteouſneſs, 
peace and joy in the Holy Ghoſt. This is not 
only to have bread enough in our Father's 
houſe, but to fit down alſo at his table and 


eat: This ſalvation may be inſtantaneous or 
gradual, 


14 t 
gradual, as it pleaſes God to reveal his Son 


in us. 


Tais ſalvation, as I hinted before, is ob- 
tained, on condition of believing and obeying 
the truth: nor does it follow, that becauſe 
faith is the gift of God, and obedience the in- 
fluence of his free Spirit, that theſe are not 
conditional; ſince we are active in both, our 
faculties are in exerciſe in believing and obey- 
ing: Hence, with the heart man believeth 
unto righteouſneſs, and, with the mouth, con- 
fefion is made unto ſalvation :* And, until 
we have this belief and confeſſion, we attain 
not to ſalvation in the above ſenſe. 


Ix a firſt ſenſe, Repentance, faith and obe- 
dience, are what conſtitute the everlaſting 
righteouſneſs of our Lord Jeſus Chrift : his 
repentance conſiſted of ſtrong cries and tears, 
of the broken heart, and contrite ſpirit : his 


deep inexplicable humiliations—fſuch as were 


heard in that he feared—ſuch as were rewarded 
with 


| 
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with the higheſt name, and the moſt glorious 
exaltation : his faith conſiſted in believing the 
promiſes, which were all made to him: and 
theſe he believed, through all the moſt diſ- 
couraging ſcenes of life and death; even when 
the terrors of death encompaſſed him, and 
the pains of hell gat hold on him : And when 
his faith was perfected by his works. 


Tun obedience of our Lord Jeſus Chriſt, 
is uſually diſtinguiſhed into active and paſſive. 
The one implying his immaculate life, and the 
other his ſubmiſſion to ſufferings, and his obe- 
dience to death : all which infinite purity ap- 
proved of, juſtifying him in the ſpirit of holi- 
neſs, and declaring him the Author of fal- 
vation. 


Tus, the Saviour, from the ſucceſs of his 
undertakings, and his exaltation in conſequence 
thereof, hath full power to reckon over, impute 
or give to the children of men ; © for him 


hath God exalted with his own right hand, to 
be 
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be a Prince and a Saviour, to give repentance 


unto Iſrael, and remiſſion of ſin.“ 


Our Saviour's repentance, faith, and obe- 
dience, are perfect and permanent: but our 
repentance, faith, and obedience, are neither 
perfect, nor permanent. But, as that which 
is perfect, is neceſſary to give us confidence to- 
wards God, he gives us his repentance, faith, 
and obedience : and when that which is per- 
fect is come, that which is in part only is done 
away. We no longer depend oz or gather 
with our own repentances, obedience, and faith. 
The utmoſt that our faith, or the faith which is 
in us, Can attain to, is to believe, receive, and 
appropriate, according to his will, the faith, 
repentance, and obedience of Chriſt; and in 


theſe we find ſalvation. 


Bur, though it be true, that we know 
in part, fee but in part; yet to experience 
and rejoice in this ſalvation, it is neceſſary 


that we ſhould know and ſee in our meaſuie. 


For 
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meaſure. For it is eaſily ſeen, that, except we 
are perſonally poſſeſſed of faith, we can neither 
| believe, know, nor appropriate the faith of 
Chriſt. Hence the neceſſity of faith in us to 
this ſalvation ; as there is of eating, to the 


man who (having bread in his houſe) would 
fill his belly therewith. 


REPENTANCE, as it reſpects the exerciſe and 
feelings of the human heart, conſiſts of con- 
viction, compunction, and renovation, Light 
breaks in upon the mind, diſcovering to us the 
error of our ways, and the inſufficiency of all 
our own righteouſneſs: Compunction of heart 
follows, for che deception we have been under, 
and for the yet corrupt bias of our ſpoiled na- 
ture: we loath, abhor, and deteſt ourſelves, for 
what we feel: moie eſpecially for that vile 
propenſity which is in us (notwithſtanding the 
viciouſneſs and poverty of our nature) to truſt 
in ourſelves, and in our own righteouſneſſes; 
in oppoſition to the free - grace and ſalvation 
of our Lord Jeſus Chriſt ; whom now we lan- 


C guiſh 
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guiſh for, and pant to have every thought 
brought into captivity to his obedience, count- 
ing all things as loſs, yea, but dung, that we 
may win Chriſt, and be found in him; not hav- 
ing our own righteouſneſs. Theſe particular 
manifeſt a change, a renewal ; but this change, 
this renewal, withſtands and over-rules our 
original bias, not permitting us to look for 
righteouſneſs and ſtrength into ourſelves, but 
inclines us to Jeſus, in whom we have everlaſt- 


ing righteouſneſs, and invincible ſtrength. 


Ix brief, the ſalvation promiſed in the fcrip- 
cures, on condition of believing, obeying, &c. 
18, that bleſſed and happy ſtate of mind, which 
is the aflured fruit and conſequence of know- 
ing, believing, and obeying Jeſus Chriſt, as the 
great, finiſhed, eternal, unchangeable ſalvation : 
winch ſtate conliſts of righteouſneſs, purity, 
Peace, joy, and full aſſurance of everlaſting 
life. This is a ſalvation : for we are here ſaved 


from ſin, guilt, war, diſtreſs, and fear: not 
paviically, as though we were not yet men 
| ſub ject 
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ſubject to like paſſions with others, but legally 
and imputatively, as the man is ſaved whoſe 
debts are paid, and whofe crimes are can- 
celled, by an equal chaſtifement ; and withal, 
conſcientiouſly : for the goſpel teaches, and we 
believe, that Jeſus Chriſt; through the whole of 
his obedience, active and paſſive, and in all 


that he obtained thereby, was ſtil} conſidered 
25 thoſe whom he came into the world to ſave. 


Hence we have an undoubted right to believe, 
that we are freed from fin and condemnation ; 
and that he hath preſented us to himſelf a glo- 
rious church, not having fpot or wrinkle, or any 
ſuch thing; but that we ſhould be holy and 
without blemiſh. If our heart hve in contact 
with this truth, we have, in perfect peace and 
purity, compleat ſalvation in Jeſus ; without 
works of righteoufneſs, as done by us, indi- 
vidually conſidered; as faith the apoſtle, © Bur 
to him that worketh not, but believeth on him 
that juſtifieth the ungodly, his faith is counted 
tor righteouſneſs.” Obedience here, confifts 
in an entire fubmiſſion to the will of God, as 


* thus 
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thus revealed and executed in Chriſt Jeſus ; 
without attempting, by what we may do or ſuf. 
ter, to recommend ourſelves to the divine favor, 
or to quality ourſelves for the reception of it, 
or to make adequate returns for the bleſſings 
received. Thus is Chriſt the author of eternal 
ſalvation, unto all them that obey him.—Of 
ourlclves we are nothing, we have nothing, we 
can do nothing—but, eating him, we live by 
him. On the above condition, we have, we 


inherit, we enjoy the ſalvation of God, by Jeſus 
Chriit. 


Tus would I underſtand and explain con- 
ditional ſalvation, as taught in the ſcriptures ; 
as what reſpects the ſtate of believers only, in 
the ages of time; and nut that reſt which yet 
remaineth for the people of God, that final de- 
terminate ſalvation, which God has decreed, 
and which Jeſus has perfected, and ordained, 
to be the eternal ſtate of man. What influence 
this ſalvation has on the mind, is better felt 


and enjoyed, than explained : nor are there 
| ; any 
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any other means of attaining to it, than the 
faith and obedience already deſcribed: May 
the teſtimony of Jeſus, by the hearing of 
which they come, produce and maintain them 


in all your hearts. This is the prayer and 
delire of 


Your Brother and Servant, 
(for Chriſt's fake) 


J. R. 


LE T- 
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DAR BRETHREN, 


DO not pretend to have given you, in my 

laſt letter, a perfect copy of the Arminian 
creed; nay, I am well aware of the contrary. 
I know, that inſtead of our own works of righ- 
teouſneſs and creature actings, which they make 
to be the conditions of ſalvation ; 7 ſubſtitute 
a total ceſſation from all dependence and hope 
on theſe: and a ſimple unreſerved ſubmiſſion to 
Chriſt. Nor are we agreed, on the object of 
our faith and obedience.—I, profeſſing all things 
that are written in the ſcriptures. believe, that 
it is not in the nature of man to do, nor even to 
will, what is good, and accords with the will of 


God. I muſt therefore always conclude it z 
fatal 


7. 


ſatal miſtake, proceeding from the groſſeſt ig- 
norance of themſelves, of the ſcriptures, and 
of the power of God; for men to pretend, to 
will and power in themſelves to do what can ſave 
them, either in the whole or in part; or even 
recommend them to the favor of God, or 
qualify them for its reception. Man, thus con- 
fidered, I believe that God reconciled him to 
himſelf in Jeſus Chriſt, who in our nature, 
name, and perſons, fulfilled all righteouſneſs, 
and inherited the promiſe ; Hence, that glorious 
record. God hath given to us eternal life, 
and that life is in his Son.” He hath given it 
to us, not as righteous perſons, but as ſinners ; 
not to us as belicyers, but as unbelievers :. not 
to us as obedient, but as diſobedient. Nor 
does man's unbelief and refuſal of the gift of 
God, make void his eternal donation, whoſe 
gifts and callings are without repentance : for 
if God alter his purpoſe of mercy and grace 
towards men, and recall the gift of eternal life, 
which he hath given them in his Son; then is 
their unbelief no longer culpable , nay, it is no 

| longer 
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longer unbelies, but an uncenturable ſentiment, 
But while. unbglict is iniquity, whilſt ſuch who 
are under. its influence, blaſphemouſly, yet 
with impunity, give the lye to God; the grace 
which is oppoſed muſt certainly remain per- 
manently free, full, and glorious. Hence, we 
fight, not as though we beat the air; nor do 
we preach uncertainties to man : we hold forth 
to them a finiſhed ſalvation, a glorious reſt re- 
maining for them in Chriſt Jeſus : into the glory 
and riches of which, nothing but their diſobe- 
dience or unbelief prevents their entrance, 


UnpouBTEDLY, this is the hearing by which 
faith cometh; it is wiſely and graciouſly 
adapted to the helpleſs ſtate of man. But O 
how widely different is this from the faith of 
ſuch, who make man's righteouſneſs the con- 
dition of ſalvation, they know not the helpleſs 
ſtate of the creature, nor that he is indeed ſub- 
jected to vanity. Hence, they ſee no reaſon 
wherefore their ſalvation ſhould be finiſhed and 
ſecured in Chriſt. They believe it not; it is a 
doctrine repugnant to their hop: and deſire, 

and 
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and therefore they generally meet and encounter 
it with hatred or deriſion. 


Lixz the old Egyptian taſk-maſters, they call 
on you to make your tale of bricks, without 
allowing you proper materials: they call on 
you to obey, without communicating ſufficiency, 
or even giving you a certain invariable rule 


for the extent, nature, and properties of true 


obedience. When they ſpeak of believing, 
they acknowledge no truth until it is believed, 
nor a Chriſt, until he is applied. Hence, that 
very abſurd ſaying, ſo frequent in the mouth 
and writings of ſome, who would be thought to 


be miniſters of the goſpel, „An unapplied 
Chriſt, is no Chriſt at all.” 


Bur, I need not yet take pains to ſhew you, 
that, by conditional falvation, 1 underſtand 
preſent ſalvation, or the ſalvation of Chriſt, en- 
joyed in this life: the conditions of obtaining 
and rejoicing in which, are undoubtedly faith 
and obedience; for, if we believe it not, we 


D poſieſs 


26 LETTER III. 


poſſeſs it not: and if we obey it not, we rejoice 
not in it : yet this faith and obedience, are the 
free gift of him * who worketh in us to will 
and to do of his own good pleaſure.” The 
apoſtle, ſpeaking of faith, tells us, that it 
* comes by hearing, and hearing by the word 
of God,” By affirming and illuſtrating the 
truth, and perſuading men that they have, in 
Jeſus, the forgiveneſs of fin : that they are 
ſaved in him, juſtified in him, ſanctified and 
preſerved in him : until, believing it unto righ- 
teouſneſs, and confeſſing it unto ſalvation, they 
rejoice in him with joy unſpeakable, and full of 


glory. 


Hence, Salvation ſpoken of, and deſcribed 
in this manner, perfectly conſiſts, not only 
with the free unconditional ſalvation of the 
elect; but even with the doctrine of univerſal 
ſalvation : when we diſtinguiſh between a 
finiſhed ſalvation, the preſent enjoyment, and a 
future enjoyment. 


Tux 
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Tur elect, where applied to the perſons of 
mankind, in ſubordination to Chriſt, intends 
ſuch, who are made choice of in time to the 
belief of the truth, and the joy of ſalvation. 


Tatst are choſen to this grace, not on the 
conſideration of preſent, nor on the foreſight 
of future merit in themſelves: but he, whom 
they ſought not, is pleaſed to be found of them: 
Yea, left aught ſhould be placed to the account 
of human righteouſneſs, the unetring Spirit tas 
thus drawn the character of the choſen “ Not 
many wiſe men, after the fleſh ; not many 
mighty, not many noble; but God hath choſen 
the fooliſh, the weak, the baſe, the deſpiſed :" 
And the reaſon, which he has vouchſafed to 
give for his choice, is, That no fleſli ſnould 
glory in his preſence, but he that gloricth 
ſhould glory in the Lord.” 


Hexcx; I propoſe, that the elect are not a 
people choſen to be the objects of God's love 
_ and ſalvation, to the finat excluſion of others : 
| D 2 but 
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preſent knowledge, and enjoyment of eternal 
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but a people choſen to believe the truth, and to 
rejoice in the ſalvation of Jeſus in time; while 
others yet remain in a ſtate of ignorance, of 
what they are equally entitled to with the 
elect. 


Tur elect, who are predeſtinated to the 


life, can only attain to this happineſs through 


faith and obedience, as ſpoken of before, un- 


der the article of conditional ſalvation. But, as 


Chriſt effects this in them, by his goſpel and 
free ſpirit, it comes not, as I have hinted before, 
under the imputation of man's righteouſneſs: 
nor is it adenial to the elect's being freely ſaved, 
ſince what a man poſſeſſes without coſt to him- 
ſelf, is free to him. 


SHOULD it be aſked, What advantage have 


the elect above others? I anſwer, Much every | 
way: For one day in his courts, is better than 
a thouſand in the tents of wickedneſs ; the 
ſecret of the Lord is with them; he hath 

ſhewed 
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ſhewed them his covenant : They have righ- 
teouſneſs, peace, and joy in the Holy Ghoſt: 
Through all the viciſſitudes of life, and in 
death, they have aſſurance of eternal life. 


Ir the ſcriptures aſcribe Predeſtination and 
Election to the ſovereignty of God, they claſh 
not with my idea of it: ſince there can be none 
other reaſon aſſigned, for his chooſing one 
rather than another, to the belief and enjoyment 
of the truth, than his ſovereign will and plea- 
ſure. 


Do the ſacred writings aſeribe their election, 
&c. to free grace of God? This alſo corre- 
ſponds with the hints abovementioned, as ap- 
pears from the character of whom he hath 


choſen; and alſo from his manner in bringing 
them to the knowledge of the truth. 


Accorvinc to this idea of Election, the con- 
ſiſtency, and even the expediency of the apoſ- 
tle's exhortation, is -perceivable : * Give all 

diligence, 
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diligence, to make your calling and election 
ſure: And, again, Put on, as the elect of 
God, bowels of mercy, long-ſuffering,” &c. 


ELEcTION and Predeſtination, thus conſidered, 
are no denial to ſalvation finiſhed fot all, in the 
perſon of Chriſt; nor is it an objection to the 
future final happineſs of all; for whom Chriſt 
died : nay, it rather ſuppoſes it; if the pre- 
deſtinate and elect are ſo called, from their 
being choſen to believe, and enjoy in time, 
what the reſidue neither know, nor enjoy but 
in eternity. But, as I purpoſe, towards the 
cloſe of theſe letters, to explain myſelf more 
fully on this ſubject, I ſhall wave a further 
explanation of it here, to obſerye— That, in my 
firſt letters, I intended only a few hints to you, 
which I judged neceſſary to prepare the way to 
the ſubject on which, in particular, you deſired 
to know my mind. Therefore, my intention 
is, in a few letters, to confine myſelf to the 
' ſubject of God's univerſal love and ſalvation in 
Jeſus Chriſt. I am not aware of any hurt 10 

your 
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your minds, that can proceed from it, if you are 
indeed fatisfed with Chriſt ; being well per- 
ſuaded, that if you are really aſſured of the 
freeneſs of his ſalvation, you will no more en- 
ter into doubtful and fleſhly diſputations, con- 
cerning the extent of it. 


Mar Jeſus Chriſt, the Apoſtle and High- 
Prieſt of our profeſſion, render it more than 
an amuſement to you! May he uſe it to endear 
his name, perſon, ſalvation, and Spirit to you |! 
Such is the Prayer and deſire of, 


Yours, &c. 


J. R. 


LET- 
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Dz an BAFETRREN, 


HEN we read the ſacred book, let our 

hearts feel none other bias, than the 

glory cf Chriſt alone; to teſtify of whom, the 

unerring Spirit dictated what the prophets and 
apoftles wrote, 


Ir thus qualified, we inveſtigate truth; we 
Mall quickly perceive, that the love of God, 
and the ſalvation of Jeſus, are, in their freeneſs 
and extent, infinitely beyond what the ancient 
Jews, or even the generality of modern chriſ- 
tlans, have ap;rehended. 


Is 
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In the book we read, that . God is love :” that 
he hath ſo loved the world as to give his only be- 
loved Son for the life of it ; and that his Son 
has died for the fins of the whole world : From 
whence we may infer, that no man 1s excluded 


from the love of God, or from the ſalvation of 
Chriſt. 


Wirrn what propriety can it be conceived, 
that God ſhould create beings under an un- 
avoidable deſtiny to ſin, and endleſs miſery ? 
Does it conſiſt with the righteouſneſs and 
equity of the divine nature? does it conſiſt 


with the warnings, calls, invitations, and re- 
proofs, wherewith he has admoniſhed men 
from the beginning ? Is it compatible with his 
promiſes ? or even with the threatenings, where 
the ſinner and the ungodly are threatened ? Nay, 
God our Father has taught us the reverſe ; 
where he has ſworn by his life, that he defireth 
not the death of a ſinner, but that he ſhould 
turn from his wickedneſs, and live. Who are 
decreed and created to deſtruction, cannot be 
laid to be condemned for their own demerits, but 

E. for 
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for the ſole pleaſure of God; but, than this 


there is nothing more untrue, 


WII divine Juſtice cenſure men for not be. 
lieving a lye ? for not believing what they 
never had a right to believe; yea, what was 
never true to them? Will God the Judge of 
all men, deſtroy his creatures for not doing 
what he never gave them abilities for; yea, for 
not doing, what he decreed they ſhould not do? 
Is our Father, Redeemer, and Saviour, ſuch an 
auſtere maſter, as to expect to gather, where 
he has not ſtrewed, and to reap where he has 


not ſowed ? 


He, who hath ſeen and declared the Father, 
and who only hach ſcen and declared him, has 
taught us, that God loved ine world, yea fo 
loved it, as i g the Son of his boſom ; than 
whom, as ge n for the life of the world, heaven 
had not, in all ics treaſures, a richer gift, a higher 
and more inconteſtable evidence, of his love 
and g00d-will towards man. © And, if God 
hath not ſpared his own Son, but hath delivered 
him up for us all, how ſhall he not, with him, 
freely give us all things?“ WO 


FTT 


Wno, that has taſted that God is gracions ; 
who, that has conſidered his loving-kindnefs, 
can yet heſitate to believe, that God is good 


and gracious unto every man; yea, that his 
great good will extends to the children of men 
univerſally, without reſpect of perſons ? 


Wurx I behold the glory of the Son of man, 
the dignity of his perſon, the intention of his 
obedience and ſufferings, the immenſity of his 
blood, and the power and purity of his reſur- 
reftion, I am ecſtaſied ! 1 cannot with-hold, but 
am conſtrained to cry out, O! amazing grace 
where ſin hath abounded, grace hath much 
more abounded.“ What are the iniquities of 
a thouſand worlds O Zion, what are all thy 
tranſgreſſions, though numberleſs; when thy 
God deigns to purchaſe thee with his own 
blood ! What are the complicated ſins of a 
guilty world, to this great and glorious ſal- 
vation! The demeri: of the one, to the merit 
of the other, bears no more proportion than 
a pearly drop of morning dew to the deep. and 

E 2 wide- 
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wide extended ocean; or than a duſt of the 
balance, to the terreſtrial globe : yea, the re. 
quiſites to man's deliverance from fin, and from 
all its conſequences, bear not more proportion 
to that glorieus deliverance, as wrought in and 
by Jeſus Chriſt our Lord ; than a moment of 
time to the ages of eternity, Such are the 
aboundings of God's everlaſting grace] ſuch 
the divinity of our Saviour's blood and righ- 
teouſneſs | 


WaHo can ſee this, and yet ſtart at the ex- 
preſſion—* All fleſh ſhall ſee his ſalvation ?” 
Who can behold this, and yet be anxious to 
find out, among the individuals of Adam's 
race, ſuch whom they may exclude from fal- 
vation, fo free and extenſive as is that of our 
Lord Jeſus Chriſt ? 


Bur, to avoid the imputation of an attempt 
to impoſe on the judgment, by an addreſs to 
the paſſions, I ſhall proceed to collect a few of 


the moſt remarkable paſſages ip the book, 
| | ſpeak- 
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ſpeaking of the general love and good-will 
of God to mankind ; ſhewing, by the way, 
the relation they ſtand in to the hypotheſis of 
univerſal ſalvation. My intention is, next, to 
examine with candour, and ingenuouſly to re- 
ply, to what wears the face of the moſt ma- 
terial objections to this doctrine. 


« In thy ſeed ſhall all the nations of the 
earth be bleſſed,” Gen. xxlii. 18. which ſeed is 
Chriſt, ſaith the apoſtle, The ſum of which is, 
that all the nations of the earth ſhall be bleſſed 
in Chriſt, Nor does the text, to a ſimple and 
unprejudiced mind, need a comment. Nor 
ſhall I ſpend my time here, to ſhew the impro- 
priety of ſuch comments, as pretend, that 
all the nations of the earth,” intend only 
various nations; or a few individuals out of all 
theſe various nations; or that the bleſſing, 
promiſed to all nations in Chriſt, intends the 


good example only, which they have in him; 


or the good inſtructions he has given them; or, 


the poſſibility of ſalvation for them, on ſuch, or 
: ſuch 
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ſuch terms; or the temporal bleſſings which 
all poſſeſs through him; with many more ſuch 
like human inventions, calculated to evade the 
force of the promiſe, and to limit its grace; ſince, 
but to mention theſe, is to expoſe their abſurdity. 


BuT, as I believe, that God our Saviour 
meant not to trifle with his creatures, but to 
fulfil his promiſes to them; ſo am I perfuaded 
that he meant to ſpeak to their underſtanding 
and common ſenſe, in all his promiſes : and 
not to propoſe theſes for trials of ſkill, at logic, 
rhetoric, and ſophiſtry. Hence, when I heat 
him ſay, all the nations of the earth, I readily 
conclude that he intended, not only all the 
nations inheriting the earth at ſome par.icular. 
period; but all that the earth hath contained 
trom the beginning, or ſhall coatain, to the 
end of time. 


Ween I hear God himfelf promiſe a bleſſing 
to mankind, my mind immediately conceives 
of ſomewhat very different from a curſe : but 


if men are not bleſſed with eternal life, it is 


caſily 
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eaſily proved, that all other bleſſings, ſo called, 
terminate in a curſe. | 


Waen I hear it promiſed, that this bleſſing 
ſhould be in Chriſt, I readily conclude, that it 
is not in man: and can therefore conceive, how 
men may be bleſſed in Chriſt, though they may 
be ignorant of it in themſelves. 


In thy ſeed ſhall all the nations of the earth be 
bleſſed. This is not only deſcriptive of God's 
method of bleſſing mankind, 1. e. in Chriſt ; 
but it alſo denotes the continuance of the bleſs- 
ing. It is not in man, who is given to change, 
but it is in him, who is the ſame, yeſterday, to day, 
and for ever. Though all the nations be dead, 
yet the bleſſing, their eternal life, is hid with 
Chriſt in God; where it is fo well ſecured, 
that they may not, by any means, be deprived 
of it. Nor is their preſent ignorance a proof 
that they ſhall not, in ſome future period, poſ- 
ſeſs; and rejoice in the bleſſing, which, by the 
grace of God, they are entitled to. 


UnTo 
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UnTo thee ſball all fleſh come, Pſalm Ixv. 2. 
By all fleſh, I would underſtand all mankind : 
for to this purpoſe is the term, all fleſh, made 
uſe of, in the ſcriptures : as in Geneſis, For 
all fleſh had corrupted his way, upon the earth,” and 
in Numbers, He is the God of the ſpirits of all 
fleſh,” &c. So in the text, Unto thee ſhall all 
fleſh come.” This promiſe is already fulfilled, 
in the perſon of Chriſt ; in whom all the pro- 
miſes are Yea and Amen. Jeſus hath, in him- 
ſelf, brought up, all fleſh to God; unto whom 
he hath preſented them holy and jirreprovable: 
nor will he ceaſe to rule, until what is true in 
nim, ſhall be true in them alſo : until all fleſh 
ſhall come to the knowledge and enjoyment of 
his ſalvation. 


Tax glory of the Lord ſhall be revealed, and a 
feſp ſhall ſee it together, Iſaiah xl. 5. This was 
revealed in Jeſus Chriſt; who was the bright- 
neſs of the glory, and the expreſs image of the 
perſon of God: who was God manifeſted in 

hs 
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the fleſh, ſo that angels were capable of ſeeing 
the Inviſible. 


Moss, and others in their day, were defirous 
of ſeeing his glory ; but ſaw it not. The glo- 
ry which Moſes was deſirous of feeing, is 
called the face of God; and may intend the 
nature and properties of Deity, with his pur- 
poſes and defigns. But though this fight was 
denied to Moſes, yet God promiſed that his 


glory ſhouli be revealed, and that all fleſh 
ſhould ice it together. | 


Tuis promiſe is fulfilled in Jeſus ; in him is 
the glory of God revealed; and in him ali 
fleſh, i. e. all mankind were fo collected, and 
ſituated, that they ſaw it together. As Adam, 
lo Chriſt occupied all fleſh, in his knowledge 
of the Father: he being in his office-capacity, 
and myſtery, all fleſh gathered together: his 
views, his enjoyments, his knowledge, arc 
theirs ; and thus all fleſh have together ſeen 
the glory of God. 
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Nox does this deny, but ſuppoſes ; yea, ſe- 
cures to all fleſh, a perſonal ſight and enjoyment 
of the glory of God in iome future age; when 
his lory ſhall be revealed, and all ficih ſhall fee 
it together, 


And all fieſh ſhall ſce the ſalvation of God, 
Luke iii. 6. According to the ſenſe of the 
iacred book, the promiſe of ſeeing, is the pro- 
miſe of poſſciſing and enjoying: does it not 
follow, then, that all fleſh ſhall enjoy the ſal- 
vation of God ? As the terms, al! feſb, in aſ- 
ſerting the corruption of our ſpecies, manifeſtly 
include Adam and all his offspring; there can 
be no juſt 1eaſon offered, why the ſame terins, 
when uſed in promiſe, ſhould not have the ſame 
latitude. Hence all mankind ſhall fee, and en- 


joy the ſalvation of God. 


As by the offence f one, judgment came upon all 
men 10 condeumation ; even /o by the righteouſneſs of 
One, the free gift came 9632 all men unto juſtification 
of life, Rom. v. 18. To the unprejudiced mind 

this 
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this text needs no comment: here the plaiſter 
is manifeſtly as wide as the ſore and the re- 
medy, both in its application and benefit, as 
extenſive and powerful as the diſeaſe. 


Tnis text, like the pregnant comb, drops 
honey at the touch, and needs no preſſure. Here 
the grace which diſtinguiſhes the ever adorable 
name, and inexplicable ſalvation of Jeſus, ſhines 
in its meridian luſtre. Here, the amazing free- 
neſs, and extent of love and grace, ſo ſparkles 
and ſpeaks, that the mole and the bat only can 
be blind, and the adder deaf! Meat is here 
brought out of the eater, and ſweetneſs out of 
the ſtrong. 


Tuis text ſhews us the method and freeneſs 
of God's eternal grace, in the ſalvation of man- 
kind by Jeſus Chriſt our Lord. © As by the 
offence of one, ſo by the righteouſneſs of one.” 
By the former, without their aid, concurrence, 
aſſent, or even knowledge, judgment came up- 
on all unto condemnation : in like manner, by 
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the latter, the free gift came upon all men to 
juſtification of life. This is free grace indeed! 
here the chambers of darkneſs and death, teem 
with the rays and evidences of light, life, and 
immortality : and even the wandering ſteps of 
man, fabled with guilt, and leading to judg- 
ment and condemnation, illuſttate and per- 
petuate the method and freeneſs of the great 
falvation. 


Taz free gift came upon all men, unto juſti- 
fication of life. Upon all on whom judgment 
came unto condemnation. Hence, it is true 
beyond all controverſy, that, as all Adam's 
offspring, by means of his offence, were brought 
under judgment to condemnation ; ſo it is 
equally true, that, by means of Chriſt's righ- 
teouſneſs, Adam and all his offspring were 
brought under the free gift ot juſtification unto 
eternal life, We have moſt aſſuredly the ſame 
revelation of God for the one, as we have for 
the other. 


Wuar, 
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Wnar, if men do not believe, ſhall their 
unbelief make the faith of God of none effect? 
Is their unbeliet a reaſonable objection to a 
FREE gift ? or, is their unrighteouſneſs an ar- 
gument, that this tree gift cannot come upon 
them by the righteouſneſs of Jefus Chriſt ? 
Have thoſe words, a gift, a free gift, a free gift 
of juſtification unto Ife, coming upon all men—no 
meaning in them ? Nay, let prieſt-craft, bigo- 
try, and prejudice, fift and winnow them, their 
ſubſtance will yet remain : It will be for ever 
true, that God hath concluded all in unbelief, 
that he might have mercy on all. 


ALL the children of Adam do not at preſent 
know, that judgment came upon them to con- 
demnation by his offence ; nay, there are thou- 
lands who deny it. But does it follow from 
thence, that it is not true ? Quite the reverſe. 
Their ignorance and oppoſition confirm the 
propolition, that all are dead in him. Neither 
does man's ignorance of it, nor even his oppo- 
ſition to it, indicate, that the free gift is not come 


upon 
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upon him to juſtification of life, It is rather 
a proof of the free gift. | 


JusT1FICATION of life, according to the words 
of the book, implies a perfect exemption from 
the charge of ſin, and conſequently from con- 
demnation. This is juſtification : and juſtifi- 
cation of life, intends a juſtification of that life 
and impunity which they obtain as a free pift 
by the righteouſneſs of Chriſt : Thus is God 
Juſt, in juſtifying the ungodly, 


Ir this grace be true to all, according to that 
great plainneſs of ſpeech uſed by the apoſtle, 
wherefore ſhould not all, ſooner or later, poſ- 
ſeſs it? Sin, or any impediment ariſing from 
thence, cannot prevent their final happineſs in 
this grace : becauſe the gift which came upon 
them, is that of juſtification : which acquits 
from ſin, and all its conſequences : nor can 
their poverty and helpleſſneſs prevent it; be- 
cauſe it is a free gift, a good and perfect gift, 
which came from the Father of lights, with 
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whom there is neither variableneſs nor ſhadow 
of turning : whoſe gifts and callings are with- 
out repentance. From all which, I ſee no rea- 
ſon wherefore all men ſhould not in ſome future 
period, be bleſſed with the enjoyment of eternal 
lite. 


For as in Adam all die, even ſo in Chriſt ſhall all 
be made alive, 1 Cor. xv. 22. This is a text per- 
fectly ſimilar in its language to the former, and 
therefore would need none other remarks than 


what I have made on the above.—But, that ex- 
poſitors (in my judgment). give it a ſenſe very 
different from the intention of the Holy Ghoſt 
by the apoſtle. Commentators tell us, that 
as by means of Adam's offence, all men became 
mortal, and muſt neceſſarily ſee death; fo by 
means of Chriſt's reſurrection and power, they 
ſhall all be made alive, or raiſed from the dead. 
Unto which I anſwer, If they meant that the 
all thus made alive in Chriſt, or raiſed from the 
dead in him, were raiſed to eternal life and glo- 
ry, the comment would be good : but, as they 

| intend 
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intend nothing leſs than this; theirs is not the 
genuine ſenſe of the text, as will appear from 
what follows: 


Tur text manifeſtly oppoſes Chriſt and his 
life, to Adam, and his death ; and ſhews the 
former to be as extenſive as the latter. As an 
infallible medicine to a fore diſcaſe, as a diſpen- 
ſation of comfort to a ſcene of miſery ; fo is 
the text adapted to the helpleſs ſtate of man. 
Thoſe bleſſed words contain a declaration and 
promiſe of man's deliverance in Chriſt: yea, 
of all men's deliverance from the miſery or 
death wherein they are involved in Adam. 


Bur, wherein is the propriety of ſuch a de- 
claration, or promiſe, if the greater part of thoſe 
who are made alive in Chriſt, are only made 
alive for deſtruction, and rendered thereby more 
capable of torment ? Can they receive any 
poſſible advantage, in conjunction with eternal 
miſery ? Is not an annihilation preferable to eter- 
nal damnation? What profit will ſuch receive 


by 
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by being made alive in Chriſt, who are made 
alive to greater and endleſs miſery ? Can this 
be the voice of love? Can it be the ſenſe of the 
text? If fo, the natural comment is this, For 
35 in Adam all die, and according to the body 
mingle with the duſt, and become ſenicleſs as 
the clay; fo in Chriſt they ſhall all be made 
alive: ſome to the ſenſe of happineſs, but (by 
much) the greater part to the ſenſe of everlaſt- 
ing torment. Except to a very few, where is 
the grace, where 1s the ſalvation, propoſed in 
ie text, agreeable to ſucli a comment? 


. AccorpinG to this method of explaining that 
ſeripture, Adam has laid the foundation of hu» 
man miſery, and Chriſt raiſes the ſperſtructurr. 
Adam has drank the deadly thing ſo ſoporiferous 
to all his off-pring ; and Chriſt makes them 
alive, awakes and quickens them to incxplica- 
die and'never-encing torment. This is a no- 
 torious inverſion ot the goſpel, and, according 
do my idea, a blaſphemy againſt Chriit : who 
lays; that he came not into the world to 
| | G deltroy 
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deſtroy the wo Id, but that the world through 
him might have life.“ 


Turkx are others, who, though they allow 
tha: all men without diſtinction die in Adam, 
yet will have the all who are made alive in 
Chrut, to be all the elect only; who, according 
to them, are a very ſmall number, in compariſon 
ot tnoſc whodic in Adam. Hence the phraſeoften 
uſed, As in Adam all bis feed die, even ſo in Chriſt 
all his ſeed ſhall be made alive; as though the 
ſced of Chriſt was. not ſo extenſive as the 
ſeed of Adam, Others ſay, All who believe 
and obey the goipel ſhall be made alive in 
Chriſt Jeſus: as if, when dead, they were 
to believe and obey, in order to their being 


made alive. Merely to mention theſe com- 
ments, and others of like nature, is ſufficient 
to prove them a manifeſt perverſion of the 
ſacred text. And yet it is amazing to ſee, how 
grcedily men ſwallow, how eagerly they adopt, 
the moſt ſtrained unnatural comment; rather 


than 
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than acknowledge ſuch a freeneſs and extent 


: «it 


of grace as the true goſpel preaches 


Wuo but reads the text with a heart unpre- 
judiced, and open to the impreſſions of truth, 
muſt neceſſarily perceive the reality of ſalvation, 
the method and extent of it? The reality of it 
They ſhall be made alive in Chriſt. The method 


of it—As they die in Adam, ſo ſhall they be 


made alive in Chriſt. The extent of it—ALL 
As in Adam ALL die, ſo in Chriſt ſhall ALL 


be made alive.” Thus the aboundings of grace 


are as extenſive as thoſe of ſin: and Chriſt 1s 
declared to be as univerſal in his ſalvation, as 
Adam was in the ruin of mankind. 


Ano, leſt the old queſtion ſhould recur, i. e. 
« Who will ſhew us any good ?” If God has 
promiſed to make all alive in Chriſt, how comes 
it that his promiſe is not fulfilled, ſince the 
whole world yet lieth in the wicked one ? I an- 
iwer—[n Chriſt the firſt fruits, the promiſe is 


already fulfilled, as it ſhall be in all that are his 
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at his coming. All mankind are legally and 
myſtically made alive in Chriſt; ho died for 
their ſins, and roſe again for their juſtification.” 
Thus, whether we wake or ſleep, we live together 
with him. The preſent 1gnorance and unbe- 
lief of mankind does not hinder their being 
made accepted in the beloved ; nor will it pre- 
vent their knowledge and enjoyment in ſome 
age to come. 


Bur here I recolle& that I am writing a let- 
ter, and looking back on what I have written, 
am convinced that it is already too long ; ſhall 

therefore conclude with ſubſcribing myſelf, 


Your Brother and Servant, 


(for Chriſt's Sake) 


J. R. 


LET - 
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DEA BRETHAER, 


ConcLupep my laſt with ſome remarks on 
that ſacred teſtimony of the apoſtle, « As 
in Adam all die, ſo in Chriſt ſhall all be made 
alive:“ 1 ſhall begin this with another quotation 
from the ſame great and glorious witneſs of Je- 
fus, who, ſpeaking of the infinite love of God 
our Saviour, ſays, He will have all men to 
de ſaved, and to come to the knowledge of the 
truth,” 1 Tim. ii. 4. Theſe words are not 
only expreſſive of the love of God, with the 
pity and tenderneſs of Emanuel's heart; but 
they declare his politive will: He will have 
al men to be ſaved, and to come to the know- 
ledge 
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ledge of the truth.” Who hath reſiſted his will ? 
It is the happineſs of mankind to ſubmit, but 
their non-ſubmiſſion and refiſtance prevents not 
the execution of his will. 


Some are weak enough to imagine, that the 
Almighty muſt firſt get his creatures leave, be- 
fore he can perform his will reſpecting them; 
hence they plume themſelves on their ſub- 
miſſions, . and compliment their own great hu- 
mility, in being content that the will of the 
Lord ſhould be done. I am aware of ſome 
men's affeCting to ſay, that the text only intends 
the willingneſs and deſire of God our Saviour, 
that all men ſhould be ſaved, and come to the 
knowledge of the truth. But, ſay they, it does 
not follow that all ſhall be ſaved : becauſe the 
greater part chooſe death rather than life, refuſe 
to comply with the terms of ſalvation ; and 
thereby fruſtrate God's holy will and deſire. | 


Wuar a jumble of error and inconſiſtency ! 
The Creator of the ends of the earth is not ab- 
ſolute ; 
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ſolute : he may will, yea, he may defire the ſal- 
vation of his creatures, yet both may be fruſ- 
trate, if the creature chooſes to ſtand out ; and 


will neither comply with his will, nor . 
his deſire! ä 


Gov has but one choice, which i is, that all 
ſhould be ſaved, and come to the knowledge of 
the truth : but his creatures have power to put 
a negative upon the choice of the Almighty, 
whereby his will and deſire are rendered of non- 


effect: whereas they are abſolute and uncon- 
troulable in their choice. If they chooſe death 


rather than life, die they muſt, for the Lord 
God of truth, who made them and redeemed 
them, cannot prevent it; howſoever deſirous he 
may be of it. 


_ I BzLIEve I have ſtated the matter fairly, ac- 
cording to the above : ſhall therefore leave it 
to you to determine of its propriety, and con- 

ſonance to truth: leſt you ſhould accuſe me of 
mil-ſpending time and words to expoſe, what 
but to ſuch who are intoxicated with enmity 


and 
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and pride) is in itſelf moſt 3 falſe, 
abſurd, and blaſphemous. 


Int the ſacred book, we fead much of fab. 
miſſion to the will of God; and his worſhip- 
pers have been often heard to ſay, The will of 
the Lord be done. Bur i is this written, that we 
ſhould admire their humility, and condeſcenſion, 
in permitting God to do his will, though it 


ſhould be trying and grievous to them accord- 
ing to the fleſh ? God forbid. Yea, the ſcrip- 
iures were written that man might be abaſed, 
and the Lord alone exalted, 


Tur will of God our Saviour is abſolute, im- 
mutable, and irreſiſtible. The ſcriptures teach 
this. After many trials, poſſibly experience 
corroborates it. Is it then a mark of kumility, 
ſelf-denial, or lowlineſs of heart, to ſubmit to 
his will, the fixed unalterable will of God; 
which neither men nor angels can reſiſt ? Nay, 
there is no-virtue in ſubmitting to what we can- 
not avoid. 


THE 
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Taz true worſhipper knows, that the will of 
his God is determinate: hence he will no longer 
ſtrive, as the potſherd of the earth; with his 
Maker. He is withal aſſured, that actording 
to the myſtery of the divine will, all things 
work together for his good ; and therefore he. 
not only ſubmits, but rejoices in his will. 
Hence the expreſſion, The will of the Lord be 
done: and the prayer which the Saviour taught 
his diſciples, ** Thy will be done on earth as 
it is done in heaven.” 


Tux plain honeſt heart neither knows nor ad- 
mits of ſuch diſtinctions in the will of God, as 
permiſſive and decretive; as though, for cauſes 
ariſing from the capriciouſneſs of the creature; 
he permitted that to be, which he had not fore- 
ſeen nor decreed ; or that what he had decreed, 
he, for like reaſons, thought proper to diſpenſe 
with. 


To diſtinguiſh between God's preſcience and 
tis decree, ſavours too much of human inven- 
ton and ſubtlety, for the ſimplicity of chrif- 

11 tianity: 
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tianity: known unto God are all his works. 
What he forcknew, that he had decreed; and 
what he had decreed, that he permits. Fore. 
knowledge differs not from the decree, reſpect. 
ing events: for as God cannot be deceived, 
neither can he be controuled. The diſtinction, 
that God's foreknowledge of all events does 
not lay us under a neceſſity of acting, but that 
his decree does; appears to me, to be deſtitute 
of reaſon and common ſenſe: for God is infal- 
lible in his foreknowledge, as in his decree : 
what he foreknew muſt moſt aſſuredly come. to 
paſs : nor can there be more attributed to his 
decree. 


Havinc thus conſidered the will of God, as 


ſovereign, abſolute, and uncontroulable, let us 
_ weigh the purport of it; i. e. that all men ſhould 


be ſaved, and come to the knowledge of the 
truth: note, the diſtinction between being 
ſaved, and coming to the knowledge of the 
trath. From the remarks already made, it is 
evident, that all men are ſaved in Chriſt Jeſus 
ö | the 
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the Lord, with an everlaſting ſalvation : but all 
men are not yet come to the knowledge of the 
truth; nevertheleſs, h who willed the former, 
and executed it, according to the purpoſe of his 
will, hath alſo willed the latter, and according 
to the ſame purpoſe will execute it in his own 


times; - when all men ſhall come to the know- 
ledge of the truth, 


Acain, * Who gave himſelf a ranſom for all, 
to be teſtified in due time,” 1 Tim. 1. 6. In 
that God our Saviour gave bimſelf, he hath given 
us an infallible proof of divine love. He hath 
given himſelf unto and for all : and hath here- 
by made manifeſt the extent of divine grace. 
He gave himſelf a ranſom for all ;” the term 
i very ſignificant, expreſſive, and powerful. 
All mankind, by reaſon of ſin, were in a ſtate 
of bondage and « aptivity : he ranſomed them, by 
giving himſelf in exchange for them: all man- 
kind, by means of tranſareſſion, had rendered 
themſelves obnoxious to everlaſting punih- 
ment; but Jeſus gave himſelf a rauſom 1or all, 

H 2 by 
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by taking on him their condition, and expoſing 
himſelf to all their woes: hence on the ranſom's 


being found, they were delivered from going 
down into the pit. | 


Ir Jeſus gave himſclf a ranſom for all, then 
are all ranſomed : the prey is taken from the 
mighty, and the lawful captives are delivered : 
they are ranſomed from the dominion of fin, 
from the curſe of the law, and from everlaſting 
death. Thus ſtands the caſe with all the chil- 
dren of Adam, as ranſomed by Jeſus Chriſt, 
who, in conſequence thereof, are ſpotleſs before 
God. 


Bor this is to be teſtified in due time, i. e. 
ta be made appear or known—wlich intends, 
that there is a time with God called the dye 
time, when this truth, that all mankind are ran- 
lomed from fin, and from all its conſequences, 


by Jeſus Chriſt, ſhall be publiſhed on the houſe» 


op, ſhall be made manifeſt to all; not in the 
report 
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report only ; but in the bleſſed, full, and eter- 
nal enjoyment thereof. 


4 Wuo gave himſelf a ranſom for all, to be 
| reſtified in due time.” O glorious words 

and full of grace and truth ! This is giving, not 
only like a King, but like a God: herein is 
loye indeed. Hew this grace detects and ex- 
poſes the paltry pride of human nature The 
potſherds of the earth heſitate, yea, refuſe to be- 
. heve and live upon their Maker's bounty. Their 
humility ſays it is 2% good, too free, te exten- 
five : their goodneſs complains, that it leaves 
no guard againſt fin : their wiſdom and juſtice 
cannot perceive the equity of it; becauſe, to in- 
clude all is to make no diſtinction between the 
evil and the good. But, if Chriſt died for all, 
then were all dead. The former is ſo palpable 
a truth, as to be taken for granted in the apol- 
tle's argument; nor does the latter want, but 
has the ſame evidence. and is withal undeniably 
deducible from the former. Hence, no man 


Can 
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can with truth object to the freeneſs and ex- 


tent of the great ſalvation. 


« Wud gave himſelf 2 ranſom for all, to be 
teſtified in dye time.” Heis the diſtinction 
kept up as before : all are ranſomed, but all 
have not yet received the teſtimony : does it 
follow, that they never will receive the teſti- 
meny ? Quite the reverſe. The apoſtle ſays, 
* To be teſtified in due time.” Which time 
is an appointed time; it will come, it ſhall 
come, and will not tarry. 5 


Acajn, ©« That he, by the grace of God, 
ſhould taſte death for every man,” Heb. ii. 9. 
Here are three particulars to be conſidered 
the taſte of death for whom by what means. 
O death! who beſide the Saviour of mankind, 
can deſcribe thy taſte > Who but him can re- 
member, and explain che miſery, the wormwood, 
and the gall ? The word taſted, here indicates 
the ſenſe and conſciouſneſs which he had of every 
ingredient of miſery in death. He became obe- 

dient 
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cent unto death. He made no refiftance, but 
ſubmitted, body and ſoul, to their proper pains 
and diſtreſſes. In his fileat obedience, he tacit- 
ly acknowledged his guilt, as made ſin for us. 
He taſted death, implying, that, though there 
was nothing in the firſt: ner ſecond death, but 
what he experienced from every ſenſe of ſpecu- 
lation and feeling ;- yet, in point of continuanee, 
c was but a taſte: for ſometimes the word is 
uken in ibis ſenſe. The digaity, emiaenmce, and 
myſtery oß his perſon, - qualified: h reſpecting, 
power and equity, to ſuſtain and fink, in a 
ſhors period, what had tormenced the finite 
creature, with the worm that dietly not, ard with 
the fire which is not quenched ; had it fallen 
on fuck, it would have been more than a TAGE 
ta them. To Jeſus, mighty, glorious, and gra- 
cious- as he is, it was but a take ; but to us it 


Iteus taſted deaths for every man, fas all the 
deſcendants from Adam: for them, on their 
| behalf—in their ſtead—and to exempt. them 
from 
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from all pains and penalties. Can words be 
more expreſs? For every man, without diſtinc- 
tion of nation, name, or character: and if he 
has taſted death for every man, as above, what 
ſhall fruſtrate his grace? what ſhall prevent 
their ſalvation ? Indeed, if righteouſneſs came 
by the law, the grace of our Lord Jeſus Chriſt 
may be fruſtrated z and his taſting death for 
every man, may have been in vain: but thanks 
be to God, righteouſneſs cometh not by-the 
law; nor hath he obeyed, nor died in vain; 
Therefore, as he hath taſted death for every 
man, every man may expect to inherit the joy 
of his ſalvation. 


Ir is by the grace of God, that Fefus hath 
taſted death for every man : and his grace, in 
the ſcriptures, fits in direct oppoſition to all 
human works and righteouſneſſes whatever: 
hence there can be no reaſon aſſigned, wherefore 
the moſt wretched and worthleſs of mortals 
ſhould not inherit the kingdom of God and of 
Chriſt, _ | | 

Av. 
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AnoTHER witneſs, ſpeaking of Jeſus, ſays, 
He died not for our fins only, but for the fins 
of the whole world.” Here, the whole world 
is oppoſed to ſuch who believe and obey the 
goſpel: the apoſtles and chriſtians of that age 
were the latter; beſides whom, all mankind 
were then lying in the wicked one, and in un- 
belief: but, left the death of Jeſus, reſpecting 
the intent and efficacy thereof, ſhould be, by any 
chriſtian, limited to och only who believe and 
obey, the apoſtle ſays, He died not ivr our 
fins only, but for the fins ot the whole world ;” 
j. e. for the fins of all mankind ; or of all who 
lay in the wicked one. Nor 1s it difficult to de- 
termine what the ſcriptures mean, by Chriit's 
dying for the fins of men: they certainly mean, 
that he indured the pains and penalties due to 
their fins: in conſequence of which, they, the 
ſons of men, are free; they are delivered from 
the curſe of the law, by his being made a curie 
for them, and are entitled to all the benefits of 


his ſalvation : even the every man for whom 


Chriſt died. 


I « UNTIL 
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« UxT1L the times of the reſtitution of all 
things, which God hath ſpoken by the mouth 
of all his prophets, ſince the world began,” 
Acts iii. 21. The times of the reſtitution of all 
things, ſcem to me to point out the grand and 


general jubilee, when the ſervant ſhall be eter- 


naily tice from his maſter, and the inheritance 


ſhall return to go no more out : but a happy 
and joyful poſicſſion ſhall be the portion of all 
mankind, tor whom Jelus taſted death, yea, for 
whole {ins he died. Reſtitution ſigniſies, to re- 
ſtore to a primitive ſtate, or to bring back to 


original purity and glory. 


« REST TTUTrtox of all things,” i. e. of all 
things tufterin or ſuſtaininę lots, by the entrance 
of ſin into the world. Shall mankind be for- 
gotten in thoſe times, when all things ſhall be 
reſtored ! Man, whoſe nature Jcſus aſſumed, 
whoſe perion he ſuſtained, whoſe faſhion he 
was found in, and for whole fins he died! A 


mother may forget her ſucking child, ſo as not 


to have compaſſion on the ſen of her womd: 


but 
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but God their Saviour will not forget mankind, 
in the times of the reſtitution of all things. But 
| ſhall have occaſion to {perk of this more ful- 
h, by divine permiſſion, in future letters; and 


ſhall now paſs on to another ſcripture, 


« Tyar in the diſpenſation of the fulneſs of 
time, he might gather rogether in one, all things 
in Chriſt ; both which are in heaven, and which 
are on earth; even in him,“ Eph. i. 10. I in- 
tend to make uſe of this text, as well as the 
former, in future letters; and ſhall here but juſt 
take notice, that the gathering of all things in- 
to Chriſt, mult either imply the gathering of 
tem into his perſon, that they might be in- 
duded in his life, ſufferings, and death, and be 
entitled to the bencũts of his refurreftion, ac- 
cording to the promiſe of gathering the peo- 
tle to the Shiloh : or, of gathering together 
nto one, all the children of God who were ſcat- 
fred abroad. Or, it muſt intend a gathering 
n ſome future period, of all things into the 
owledge and enzoyment of Chriſt; even thofe. 


12 who, 


68 F 


who, until that period, are in ignorance, unbe- 
lict, and ſuſpence. 


Bur the former it cannot be, as that redemp- 
tion is not yet to be waited for: that gather- 
ing has been made long ſince, and all the pro- 
miſes relating to it have been tulfilled, and ren- 
dered Yea and Amen in Chriſt. 


IT muſt neceſſarily, therefore, intend the lat- 
ter : that in ſome future period, the times of 
which are appointed of God, and at preſent 
only known to him ; he will gather all things 
in heaven and on earth, (i. c.) either angels and 
men, or ſuch who in time have believed and 
obeyed; and ſuch who have not in time known 
the ſalvation of God, and are therefore, in com- 
pariſon of the other, conſidered as things on 
earth : but here let me conclude this letter, 


with aſſuring you that I am, 


Yours, &c. 


LET- 


Ce 
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Dear BRETHREN, 


HAVE ſomewhere read in ſtory, in what 
author I cannot at preſent recollect; of a 
certain tyrant, who had a bed of a peculiar 
conſtruction, on which he laid whom he deemed 
his enemies, or ſuch who unhappily fell under 
his power ; if they were ſhorter than the bed, 
they were ſtretched with torture to the ſize of 
it; and if it happened that they were taller, 
they were lopped to the ſize. In like manner, 
Commentators, in general, treat the ſacred text : 
having adopted a tenet, they arbitrarily ſtretch, 
or ſhorten the divine word, to bring it to their 
ſize; 
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ſize; of which might be given a thouſand in- 


ſtances. 


I Have no pretenſion to infallibility, I may 
be miſtaken : but this I can ſay, I have no pri- 
vate end to anſwer, no darling opinion to gratity, 
by my hypotheſis of a general ſalvation ; and 
therefore to Le convinced of my error, 1n this 
affair, will not diſtreſs my foul. My intention 
is, to give the holy ſcriptures their full ſcope, 
without putting the fetters of tradition upon 
them, or trying them, at the bar of any man's 
holineſs, or orthodoxy. This rule I have fol- 
lowed in my theſis, and I hope to do the ſame 
in the antitheſis, which I propole to ſtate, and 
give impartial attention to. 


I am aware, that much pains has been taken, 
and many words have becn made uſe of, to 
prove, that the who! vd, for the ſins of which 
Chriſt died, intends only the world of the elect, 
or the world of believers; or the world in a 
comparative ſenſe: and, that the LL, by the 
ſame 
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fame chicanery, is ſuppoſed to be not one tenth 
of the whole. But what is the chaff to the 
wheat, or human invention to the ſimplicity and 
plainneſs of truth? 


TERRE are ſundry paſſages of ſcripture, 
which men oppoſe to the doctrine of God's 
general love, and ſalvation of mankind ; a few 
of which I ſhall take notice of, and hope, by 
the influence of that Spirit who firſt dictated 
them, to point out their meaning, in ſuch ſort, 
as to give a ſatisfactory anſwer to the whole of 
what may be judged ſcriptural objections. . 


FIRST, The wicked ſhall be turned into 
hell, and all who forget God,” Pſalm ix. 17. 
* The day cometh that ſhall burn as an oven, 
when the proud, and all who do wickedly, ſhall 
be as ſtubble.“ I reply—Theſe, and all the 
tareatenings, as well as the promiſes of the Old 
Teſtament, related wholly to Chriſt ; and had 
their final accompliſhment in his appearance 
and tranſactions. Chriſt, made ſin for us, ſuſ- 


tained, 
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tained, as the ſinner, the pains of hell. The 
Lord laid on him the iniquity of us all.” „ He 
was numbered among the tranſgreſſors, and 
among the wicked in his death. Thus, in him, 
the wicked were turned into hell, with all who 
forget God ; in conſequence of which, man- 
kind, individually conſidered, ate delivered from 
going down to the pit. 


Wren Chriſt was made a curſe for us, all the 
threatenings wherewith the ſinner and the un- 
godly are threatened, were executed on them in 
him: the authority and equity of which tranſ- 
action have their riſe, 1. from the will of God; 
2. from Chriſt's voluntary undertaking ; and, 
3. from the kindred oneneſs ſubſiſting between 
him and the people. According to which, 
through the whole of his obedience and death, 
He and they were conſidered in the eye of jul- 


tice, as one perſon : and ſinners without dil- 


tinction, were chaſtiſed in him. This is what 
is called in the Old Teſtament, © the day of 


the Lord, a day of darkneſs, gloomineſs, and of 
the 
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the ſhadow of death. The day of Chriſt's ſuf- 


ferings, is the, day of which the prophet ſpake: 
the day which ſhould bun as an oven, when 
all the wicked ſhould become ſtubble, and the 
character of the ſinner ceaſe, from man, as pre- 
ſented unto God in Chriſt. For Jeſus came ag 
the refiner's fire, and as the fuller's ſope ; that 
in the furnace of his affliction, and the waſhing 
of his regeneratian, he might purify the ſons of 
Levi, It may be aſked, probably, what has 
their purification to do with the ſalvation of all? 


V anſwer—1 conceive the tribe of Levi to be 


the firſt fruit, of the tribes of Iſrael: and we 
know, what. the apoſtle ſays, i. e. If the firſh 
Fuir be holy, the lump alſo is holy; and if the 
wot be holy, the branches alſo are holy.” Levi 
was to the tribes of Iſrael, what Jeſus Chriſt is 
wall mankind : and, therefore, in conſequence 
of bis being the farſt fruit, the whole, the lump, 
and the branches, of which he is the root, are 
holy unto God as Chriſt is holy. 
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As it is true, that Chriſt was made a curſe 
for us, and that all the threatenings iſſued out 
againſt the ſinner and the ungodly, from the 
beginning of time, were executed on them as 
comprehended and upheld in the perſon of Je- 
ſus : ſo is it true that all the promiſes were made 


to him, as the ſeed of Abraham, and that they 


are all accompliſhed and fulfilled in him, and 
on the people by him. To this purpoſe the 
apoſtle, who ſpeaking of man, ſays, . Thou 
madeſt him a little lower than the angels: thou 
crownedit him with glory, and honor, and didft 
let him over the works of thy hands. Thou 


kaſt put all things in ſubjection under him.“ 


This is not only a deſcription of Adam's firſt 
ſtate, but of a promiſed reſtoration. © But 


now, ſays the apoſtle, we ſee not yet, all things 


put under him ;” i. e. we ſee not yet that man 


is thus perfectly reſtored. —<* But ſays he, we 
ſee Jeſus, who was made a little lower than the 


angels, for the ſuffering of death, crowned with 
plory and honor, that he, by the grace of God, 


ſhould 
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hoold taſte death for every man,” Heb. ii. 7; 
8; 9. Hence it appears, that though men, in- 
dividually conſidered, do not yet inherit the 
promile 3 yet Jeſus inherits for them, and unto 
him are they to look for the truth of what God 
bas ſpoken. I was in this view, the apoſtle 
found ſatisfaction, when as yet he ſaw not that 
all things were put under him. In brief, I con- 
clude, that all the threatenings and promiſes of 
the Old Teſtament have had their full accom- 
pliſhment and perfection in what Chriſt has 
done, ſuffered, and obtained z and that they 
are not to be carried beyond him, or applied to 
any matters future to what he perfected on the 
troſs; the revelation and enjoy ment of his grace 
excepted. Thus, according to my judgment, 
there can be no juſt objection gathered from 


the ſcriptures, againſt the hypotheſis of a gege- 
tal ſalvation of mankind. 


Aud, if we only take this obſervation with 
us, that ſin, in the ſcriptures, ſuſtains perſonal 
characters, we ſhall find no unſurmpuntable ob- 
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jections to this doctrine; nay, not in the New 
Teſtament: for then that very formidable ob- 
jection, as it is thought by ſundry to be, of the 
ſheep and the goats, their being ſeparated at the 
laſt day, and deſtined to different ſtates ; will 
appear to be nothing more than what is meant 
by the apoſtle, where he ſays, © we ſhall be 
changed in a moment, in the twinkling of an 
eye.“ If ſin in the ſcriptures is called a man, 
an old man, &c. yea, if fin, in a plural ſenſe, 
intends the many enemies, the armies of the 
aliens, &c. as I verily think it does, I perceive 
no difficulty in applying it to the goats, and 
that the ſeparation intends the eternal deftruc- 
tion of all fin and corruption from mankind. 
I am aware here of the charge of inconſiſtency, 
that will be brought againſt me. Have you 
not (fays an objector) repeatedly aſſerted, that 
our fins were ſeparated from us, and deſtroyed 
in the death of Chriſt? with what propriety 
can you then apply it to inatters yet future, ſuch 
as the Rparation of the ſheep and the goats, 
ſpoken of by our] Saviour? or how can you 
7 ſuppoſe 
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ſuppoſe a thing done, and yet to be done? To 
the firſt, I reply, Lam not perſuaded, that the 
ſeparation of the ſheep and the goats, ſpoken 
of by our Saviour, is yet future. It was ſo in- 


deed to the time of our Lord's ſpeaking it; be- 


cauſe he was not then glorified. But why may 
it not be ſuppoſed, that he was then ſpeaking 
of matrers to be effected by his deceafe, which 
he was to accompliſh at Jerufatem? I can 
eaſily conceive Ris croſs to be the "throne of 
his glory; and that all nations were gathered 
there before him, and that he there made the 
ſoparation between the ſheep and the goats, i. e. 
between mankind and their fins, as a ſhepherd 


divideth the ſheep from the goats: and that 


the character of the ſheep there drawn, entitling 
them to the joy of their Lord, is none other 
than what they have in and by him: or, that 
they are not ſaved by grace, which is contrary 
to the poſitive doctrine of the ſcriptures : or, 
-hould you refuſe this turn given to the parable, 
and inſiſt on its relating to a period yet future; 
ſtill it throws no embarraſſment in my way, nor 


mili- 
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militates againſt the plan of God's general love 
and ſalvation of men by Jeſus Chriſt; provided 
that the diſtinction of ſheep and goats be not 
applied to the perſons of mankind, which I fee 
no reaſon for, I confeſs; 


Fox, if the goats in the parable intend a part 
of the human race, they were ſuch either from 
the decree and will of God, or from their own 
unbelief and diſobedience. From the latter it 
cannot be, becauſe ſheep and goats are of dif- 
ferent ſpecies. It is impoſſible for a goat to be- 

come a ſheep, fuch a metamorphoſis has not yet 
| been ſeen in nature; nor can a ſheep become a 
goat : yet on the above ſuppoſition, the goat 
is judged and condemned to endleſs woe, for 
not converting itſelf into a ſheep : and the ſheep 
is praiſed, bleſſed, and ſaved, for not becoming 
a goat. Hence I would propoſe, that this diſ- 
tinction, if applied to the perſons of men, can- 
not take its riſe from themſelves, but the ſouree 
muſt be looked for elſewhere. 


SAL 


T 


- SHALL it be imputed to the will of God, that 
mankind are thus diſtinguiſhed ? Then every 
man fills up his place, and anſwers the end of 
his creation, The one 1s formed for happineſs, 
and the other for ruin; nor was it poſſible for 
either to avoid his deſtiny. This deſtroys the 
diſtinction of virtue and vice, and renders cen- 
ſure and applauſe irrational. Did God create 
thoſe who are cenſured under the character of 
the goats to fill up that character? Did he ren- 
der it impracticable for them to do otherwiſe z 
fo that they could not love Chriſt, nor his bre- 
thren, nor from ſuch a principle do them any 
good office? And mult they yet be cenſured 
and damned everlaſtingly, for being what 
he made them, and for doing what he ap- 
pointed them to? Such an idea wear the face 


of blaſphemy in my apprehenſion, and therefore 
I cannot but abhor it. 


Or the like nature is the ſuppoſition, that 
the Judge of all the earth ſhould publicly 
approve, applaud, and reward the conduct 
of thoſe under the character of the ſheep, 


when 


| 
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when they acted from neceſſity, and not from 
virtue: for this is undeniably implied, in ſup- 
poſing ſuch a diſtinftion between mankind, 
from the will and purpoſe of God, 


Bur, to give the text its full ſcope, where the 
King ſpeaking to the goats, ſays, Nepart from 


me, ye curſed, into everlaſting fire prepared for 


the devil and his angels: for I was an hungred, 
and ye gave me no meat; I was thirſty, and ye 
gave me no drink; I was 2 ſtranger, and ye 
took me not in; naked, and ye cloathed mp 
not: ſick and in priſon, and ye viſited me 
not.” 


HeRz we have the place of their deſtination 


pointed out, and alſo the reaſon of it: Their 


place or ſtate of deſtination, is everlaſting fire, 
prepared for the devil and his angels. But how 
comes it, that thoſe goats ſhould have what 
was prepared for the devil and his angels * 
Does it not ſeem to intimate, that the differ- 


ence is only in name ? or has there been any 


defect 
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defect in the foreknowledge of God, that what 
10 prepared for one ſpecies of beings only, 
ſhould, through accidents unforeſeen, fall to the 
portion of others ? From my early youth (I 
confeſs) I have had many reaſonings about the 
perſon of the devil : I have thought, according 
to the common received notion of him, that he 
is either omnipreſent, or that there are as many 
devils as human creatures; or that the devil and 
fin are one, 1. e. the univerſal depravity of hu- 
man nature, is the devil, whoſe angels are the 


particular corrupt paſſions of the heart. 


OMNIPRESENCE is an attribute of him who 
ſays, ** My glory I will not give to another.” 
Therefore, the devil, or ſatan, cannot have om- 
nipreſence. How can he then be ſuppoſed to 
be preſent with every man, in every nation? Is 
not this rather a vulgar idea of him, unſup- 

ported by revelation and reaion ? Whether the 
| Gevils or fallen ſpirits are equal in number to 
he human race, I will not pretend to affirm or 
| %ny; on the hypotheſis of their being dif- 

| L | tinct 
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tinct beings; from the enmity of the human 
heart, againit God and againſt his Chriſt : for 
here the ſcriptures are ſilent. I can with more 
boldneſs affirm, that there are angels of glory, 
many, yea, innumerable; and that theſe are 
employed as miniſtering ſpirits, who, by the di- 
vine appointment, miniſter to the heirs of fal- 
vation ; yea, that they learn from thoſe unto 


whom they miniſter, the manifold wiſdom of 
God. | 


IT is not my intention to deny the perſonality 
of the devil, becauſe I believe the perſonality 
ef that unhappy ſpirit ; and, as him, there may 
be many more. But 1 would obſerve, that the 
words, devil, angels, &c. are often uſed in the 
ſcriptures in a figurative ſenſe. Our Saviour 
ſays to the Jews, © You are of your father the 
devil, and the luſts of your Father you will 
do:“ here, the devil, certainly intends the en- 


mity of the carnal mind ; under the influence 


of which they came into life, and the luſts of 


which they followed. And the plural often in- 
: tends 
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tends only a greater fulneſs of enmity, and a 


more powerful combination of corruption. 


Cons1DtRING the text afore- cited, according 
to this idea, the devil and his angels, may be 
underſtood of the old man, or the body of lin, 
head and members : and then the goats are 
conſigned over to what was prepared for them- 
ſelves, and not for others. 


Tux reaſon of their deſtination aſſigned by 
the Judge, is truly deſcriptive of the nature 
and properties of lin ; and ſuch is the excuſe 
of the condemned, which conſiſts in a denial of 
the accuſation, and in ſelf-juſtification, i. e. 
« When ſaw we thee ſo, and did not adminiſter 
to thee * 


Tur ſheep were to enter into the joy of their 
Lord: which intends (as I conceive) that ful- 
neſs of purity, bliſs, and joy, which their Lord 
obtained through his obedience unto death, 

1. 2 aud 


re 


and which he entered into poſſeſſion of, when 
received into glory: which joy the Heep are ta 
enter into, but not until the goats are ſeparated 
fron them. May it not be unde ſtood of a re- 
moval of i? Should the rcaſon be [terally 
applied, it would 1ial-ibly indicate, that they 
are ſav'd by their cn works: but , ir itualh 
applied, where the king reckons to them his own 
righicouſmeſs, and where he conſiders them as 


doing what be has done; the words are full of 


grace and truth: end that they are thus to be 
underttood, is (as 1 nink) plain from the tol- 


lowing obicrvations : 


FixsT, here is a righteouſneſs aſcribed to 
them as the cavſe of their acceptance, which 
they were not conſcious of having wrought in 
their own perlons—* When ſaw we thee ſo, 


and adminiſtered to thee ?” 


SecoxnDLy, Here is the union plainly pointed 
out—** Foraſmuch as you did it unto them, 
you 
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you did it unto me.” An intimation that 
Chriſt and the people are one : We are mem- 
bers one of another, and the body of Chriſt 
in particular. In that body I ever am, 


Yours, &c. 
(for Chriſt's Sake) 


J. R. 
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DEAR BRETHREN, 


HAT acceptance my laſt letter found 
among you, I know not; having not 
heard from you ſince (as I ſuppoſe) it reached 
your hands: but ſuſpect it will not be ſo accep- 
table to you, as ſome of the foregoing. Some 
of you will have no notion of ſin ſuſtaining 
perſonal characters, and may think that my at- 
tempt to explain the text is rather chimerical. 
But, remember, you firſt ſolicited my thoughts 
on theſe matters, and I give them you as my 
thoughts, and not as an unerring teſtimony. If 


they do not anſwer your expectation, or coincide 
with 
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with your ſentiments, I will grant you as 
full liberty to reject them, as you do me to write 


them. 


Turxr are many texts of ſcripture (I confeſs) 


which, in their various figures and images, I 
cannot with propriety explain, conſiſtent with 
what I conceive to be the truth of the goſpel. 
But yet this ſtaggers not my mind through un- 
belief, with reſpect to the truth; nor do I from 
hence impute inconſiſtencies to the ſcriptures. 
I always conclude, the defect is in my own un- 
derſtanding; and indeed I have often proved, 
that what has been dark and inexplicable to me 
one day, has been light and demonſtration to 
me another day. Nor does the docttine of 
God's general love to mankind, nor their com- 
mon ſalvation in Jeſus Chriſt, depend for their 
truth on my explanation of the text. Nay, 
ſhould I be miſtaken, there are yet other re- 
ſources, of which this hypotheſis may avail 
itſelf in proper place. | 


« Mar- 
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* MARvEL not at this, for the hou. is coming, 
in the which all that are in the graves {hall hear 
his voice; and ſhall come forth. They that 
have done good, to the reſurrection of life, and 
they that have done evil, to the reſurrection of 
damnation,” John v. 28, 29, Thole words in- 
tend, either what Chriſt was about to accom- 
pliſh on the croſs, or what was to be effected by 
the preaching of the goſpel, or the tranſactions 
of the laſt day. 


I Think is is not without ſome ſhadow of 
reaſon, that I have made this diſtinction: for it 
is manifeſt, that the grave, coming out of the 
grave, &c. are terms uſed ſometimes in the 


ſcriptures in a figurative fenſe, as Ezek. xxxvii. 
12, 13. I will open your graves, and cauſe 
ye to come up out of your graves : and bring 
you into the land of [Iſrael ; and ye ſhall know 
that I am the Lord: when I have opened your 
graves, O my people, and brought you up out 
of your graves.” 


EzEKIEL 
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EZEKIEL was a prophet to the captivity in 
Babylonia, who, from their ignorance of the 
promiſe and power of God, were in a helpleſs 
and hopeleſs condition; and therefore, by way 
of figure, conſidered as in their graves. The 
text literally implies a promiſe of their deliverance 
and reſtoration to their own land : Bur, as there 
is no prophecy of the ſcriptures of a private 
interpretation, and as they are given unto all 
for inſtruction and doctrine, I conclude, that 
the text has alſo a ſpiritual meaning, and that it 
intends the general ſtate of mankind, who by 
nature are dead in treſpaſſes and fin; and there- 
fore repreſented as in their graves. Out of 
which death, and graves, they are raiſed by the 
voice of the Son of God, who is the reſurrection 
and the life : their perſons to ſalvation, and their 
mquities to deſtruction. This was effected when 
Jeſus ſuſtained both the one and the other in his 
own body and ſpirit on the croſs: In that day, 
both the people and their iniquities were re- 
membered the one as righteous and holy in 
the Beloved - and the other as abhorred, de- 

M teſted, 
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teſted, reprobated, and deſtined to deſtrue, 
tion. Ihus whe had done good, came forth to 
A firrection ct life 3 and v ho had done evil, 


to tlie rcd of damnation, 


41:42 38 a.to true when applied to the preach- 
11, 01 the goip l. For then, the voice of the 

3 o God being head, they come forth out 
ter graves z the people are awakened, and 
their miquities wit them. The people, the 
2 ve! a:quits; by reckoning to them the good 
that Teſus hath done: but condemns their ini- 
Guiry 10 Anal deſtruction, Thus may it be 
ſaid, thi rey who have done good, ariſe to the 
reLurrection of life; and they who have done 


cvi:, to the reſurrection of damnation. 


IAI fin ſuſtains perſonal characters in the 
ſcriptures, is undeniable; and therefore the 
ae comment on the text cannot be cenſured 
with a juſt propricty: but, as ſome may poſſibly 
eltecm it tabulous, I ſhall explain it in another 


icnie ; but not in the leait contradictory to, nor 
in- 
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inconſiſtent with what I have already ſaid on 
the ſubject. 


Some man will fay—Your comments are un- 
neceſſary, why cannot you be ſatisfied with the 
common received ſenſe of the text, i. e. that at 
the reſurrection, on the laſt day, thoſe who 
have done good, ſhall ariſe to be eternally hap- 
py; and who have done evil, ſhall ariſe to be 
eternally miſerable ? 


My reaſons for not receiving this ſenſe of the 
text, are as follow.—Firſt, It is contrary to the 
poſitive expreſs teſtimony of the ſcriptures, re- 
ſpefting the means of ſalvation. The ſcriptures 
affirm, that we are ſaved by grace, in direct op- 
poſition to all works of righteouſneſs done by 
us: but to be ſaved, or damned, according to 
the good or evil done by us, is to the former a 
contradiction in terms. Secondly, It is contrary 
to another plain ſcripture doctrine, i. e. that 
there is none among men who doth good, no 
not one. There is none good, but one God, &c. 

M 2 Again, 


—— . . 
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Again, it is contrary to the divine teftimony— 
« That God loved the world—that he will have 
all men to be ſfaved—that he deſireth not the 
death of the ſinner and that Jeſus died for the 
ſins of the whole world—taſted death for every 
man—and came into the world to ſave ſinners.” 


Without reverſing theſe, it is impoffible to con- 
ceive, that our final ſtate is to be determined of 
by our own doings, good or evil, 


I wovuLD therefore, as hinted above, offer 
another explication of the text, though it rather 
pertains to what I intend in future letters. It 
may reſpect that conſciouſneſs with which man- 
kind ariſe at the general reſurrection. We are 
told, that there ſhall be a reſurrection of the 
juſt, and of the unjuſt. But, that the diſ- 
tinction of juſt, and unjuſt, conſiſts of their dif- 
ference in perſonal virtue; or in any diſtinguiſh- 
ing reſpect ſhewn by the Almighty to the perſons 


of the one above the other, does not appear to 
me, I confeſs. But, as ſuch who die in the 
faith of Chriſt, are conſcious of righteouſnels 

and 
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and purity in him, and are therefore juſt; ſo 
thoſe who live and die in unbelief, and ignorance 
of Chriſt, live and die in their ſins, and ate un- 
der the character of the unjuſt. Nor is this in- 
conſiſtent with Chriſt's having taken away their 
fins, For what the Lamb of God, as a pro- 
pitiation for our fins, has taken away, and 
freed us from the curſe of, the conſcience of the 
unbehever yet retains : hence our Lord's ſay- 
ing, © If ye believe not that I am he, you ſhall 
die in your ſins.“ And thus, at the general re- 
ſurrection, ſome will ariſe in a perfect conſciouſ- 
neſs of righteouſneſs and ſalvation; and are 
therefore ſaid to come forth to the reſurrection 
of life ; while ſuch whoſe conſcience retain their 
iniquities, will, under that conſciouſneſs, ariſe 
to the reſurrection of damnation. Thus I take 


the text to mean the different apprehenſions, 
under which mankind will ariſe at the laſt day · 


ſome in full afſurance of a reſurrection to life, 
and others under an apprehenſion of a reſur- 
rection to damnation. But it does not follow 
they muſt ſuffer what they fear. Let us rather 

ſup- 
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ſuppoſe, that the age of their ſorrows is over, 
and that the time of their reſtitution is come. 
As I purpoſe to ſpeak more fully of this matter 
hereafter, let this hint ſuffice for the preſent as 
a comment on the text. 


AnoTaeR objection is taken from Jude, ver, 
vii. Even as Sodom and Gomorrah, and the 
cities about them in like manner, giving them- 
ſelves over to fornication, and going after other 
fleſh, are ſet forth for an example, ſuffering the 
vengeance of eternal fire.” 


Tn force of this objection is ſuppoſed to reſt 
on the words eternal fire*, as a proof of eternal 
torments, and conſequently a denial of a general 


ſalvation. But let me obſerve, that the words 


eternal, everlaſting, and for ever, as uſed in the 


ſcriptures, very often intend only a long time: 
as I can ſhew in many inſtances, if need be; 
and therefore the word is not always to be 
meaſured by the vulgar idea, or the common 


received opinion of its ſenſe. God promiſed 
| that 


r 


that he would give unto Abraham, and to his 
ſeed, the land of Canaan for an everlaſting 
poſſeſſion. And again, © I will give it to thee, 
and to thy ſeed for ever.” We read allo of ever- 
laſting hills, and of perpetual mountains : and 
of an eternal kingdom promiſed to David : nor 
was it uncommon, for the poets of the Au- 
guſtan age, to call their city Eternal Rome: 
andyet none of theſe intend what the word, taken 
in a ſtrict ſenſe, is ſuppoſed to imply. Nor can 
it be proved, that the word, as uſed in the text, 
intends more than a time. 


Bur, if this is rejected, I am ready to ac- 
knowledge, that the inhabitants of Sodom and 
Gomorrah did ſuffer the vengeance of eternal 
fire. They ſuffered it in the type. The text 
does not ſay, that they are now ſuffering the 
vengeance of cternal fire, as vulgarly expreſſed. 
Their ſuffering was intended for an example : 
but there is no propriety in propoſing eternal 
ſufferings (when the word is taken in a ſtrict 
ſenſe) for an example: for ſuch ſufferings, as 


in 
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in point of duration are eternal, cannot poſſibly 
exhibit an example; becauſe, being endleſs and 
never finiſhed, the extremities thereof cannot be 
known. 


Bur, ſuppoſing their ſuffering to be typical, 
| there was an example given : Firſt, of the 
| heinouſneſs of the offence, and then the means 
of expiation 1 1. e. that ſin was to be loſt in its 
chaſtiſement. To me there appears to be a 
wide difference between juſtice, and cruelty : 
Juſtice, in all its decrees and chaſtiſements, has 
only in view the annihilation of the offence ; 
and therefore it can inflict the adequate puniſh- 
ment, conſiſtent with a pitying heart and eye, 
towards the ſufferer. But the properties of cru- 


elty are to plague mankind, and to torture the 
human ſoul : nor has it any other view of the 
end of chaſtiſement; it diſtinguiſhes not be- 
tween the perſon and the offence : and there- 
fore, inſtead of having an eye, in its chaſtiſe- 
ment, to the correction and extirpation of the 


offence, the durable and exquiſite tortures of 
the 
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the offender alone fills its proſpect. This is in- 
deed the nature and properties of a fiend. But 
the human heart alſo, fallen, revolted, and de- 
praved as it is, is deeply tinctured with it: 
hence it is (notwithſtanding the interpoſition of 
a Saviour's blood, and that he bore the chaſ- 
tiſement of our peace) that men are ſo attached 
to the doctrine of eternal torments. 


ETERNAL torments pay no debt. Eternal 


torments cancel no offence. Eternal torments 


have no ſatisfaction to divine juſtice. Eternal 
torments are inconſiſtent with divine purity 
becauſe ſuch a ſtate, inſtead of extinguiſhing, 
accumulates offence. Eternal torments are an 
abſolute denial of Chriſt's dying for our of- 


fences, and riſing again for our juſtification. 


Is it not equally abſurd, to impute the eter- 
nal torment of the creature, to the will and 
pleaſure of the Creator? This does not conſiſt 
with one attribute of the divine nature not 


vith juſtice. As a man may as juſtly be cen- 


N ſured 
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ſured and condemned for the colour of his hair, 
or the features of his countenance, as for doing 
what he, from the divine appointment, waz 
under an unavoidable neceſſity of doing. | 


Nom is it conſiſtent with purity : God will 
not, for kis own pleaſure, appoint mankind to 
deſtruction, and lay them under the conſtraint 
of iniquity to qualify them for ſuch a deſtruc- 


tion. 


Nor does ſuch a decree conſiſt with the 
love and mercy of the Almighty : though theſe 
are what the ſcriptures teach, and perſuade men 
to the belief of, as the means of giving honor 
to his name. But, having ſpoken ſomewhat of 
this in a former letter, I ſhall wave the argu- 


ment here, 


Orr Saviour, from the dignity and glory of 
his perſon, was capable of abiding devouring 
fire, and of dwelling with everlaſting burnings. 


Theſe being the chaſtiſements of our peace, he 
ſul- 


C 


ſuſtained them; in conſequence of which we are 
exempt from penal fire. Of this chaſtiſement, 
and of the deſtruction of fin, and the ſalvation 


of the ſinner by means thereof, all the de- 

ſtructions under the Old Teſtament are typical : 

ſuch as the deſtruction of the old world, that of 

Sodom and Gomorrah, that of the Feyptians, 
the Canaanites, &c. 


Tnxsk were all figures (though painful un- 
to thouſands) of what was to be accompliſhed 
in Jeſus, of the ſeparation which was to be 


made in him, between the people and their fins : 
and of the full and final deſtruction of the | 
latter, through his blood-ſhedding. This may | 
account for God's dealing with the nations now 
in a manner ſo different from what the Old Tel- 
tament exhibits. 


Ups the Old Teſtament, compaſſion ſhewn 


—OC - * . 


to their fellow creatures, was a capital offence 

| In God's choſen people: yea, though it was 
| extended but to defenceleſs women, and their 
N 2 tender 
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tender e a diſpenſation without an in- 
gredient of mercy. Its language was, Tooth 


for tooth, and eye for eye; * yea more, to de- 
ſtroy and root up who had given them none 


offence. I need not tell you, how contrary this 


is to the doctrine of our Saviour, who has raught 
us to love even our enernies: for this is familiar 
to all who read the New Teſtament. 


Ir the letter limits the ſenſe of the Old Teſ- 
tament, if the tranſactions thereof were not 
figurative and typical, importing good in fu- 
turity even to the ſufferers, I can perceive no 
difference between Joſhua and his Iſraelites in 
Canaan, and Cortez and his Spaniards in Ame- 
rica, They ſeem to have had an equal plea for 
their invaſions, to chaſtiſe the inhabitants for their 
idolatry, and to proſelyte them to the true reli- 
gion : or rather put them to the ſword, that with- 
out moleſtation they might poſſeſs their country. 
I have read ſomewhere, that many ages after the 
deſtruction of the Canaanites by Joſhua, there 


were pillars or monumental ſtones found in 
Africa, 


E 
Africa, with the following or ſimilar inſcrip- 
tions on them We are they who fled from 
the face of Joſhua the Robber, the ſon of Nun.” 
If true, it proves, that the ancient inhabitants 
of Canaan, though heathen, were not ſavages, or 
total ſtrangers to humanity and morality ; and 
therefore to be hunted down as Wild beafts. 
Nay, they thought thenifelves cauſelefsly in- 
vaded, and could nbt büt confider their in- 
vaders as a bandini'of Tpoiters, robbers, and 
"murderers. So thought the inhabitants of Mex- 
ico and Peru, when the cruel Spaniards broke 
in upon them. What muſt the Canaanites and 
Americans think of that God, Whoſe favorites 
their cruel invaders profefſed themſelves to be, 
and by whoſe commiſſion they pretended to act? 
It was impoilible for them to conceive, that he 
was juſt and equal in his dealings with them, 
much. lefs could they perſuade themſelves that 
he was love; for love worketh no ill to its 
neighbour. But the matters of the Old Teſta- 
ment are not to be literally canvaſſed, and ac- 
counted for : they have reaſon and ſpirit in 


them: 


rn 


them: they were typical, and ordained to teach 
the Jews the way of ſalvation by the Meſſiah. 
Canaan was a figuie of the reſt that remained 
for the people of God. The Canaanites were 
figures of ſin, and of thoſe enemies of our ſouls, 
who prevent our entrance into that reſt, until 
they are deſtroyed. Joſhua was a figure of the 
Saviour, deſtroying thoſe enemies, and giving us 
reſt, This is ſupported by the different cha- 
racters of type and antitype, and the general 
conſent of the ſcriptures. The type being but 
the ſhadow of things to come, and not the very 
ſubſtance of the things, has always its attendant 
defects; to teach us that we muſt look be- 
yond, even to the antitype, for the reaſon, per- 
fection, and ſpirit ; and the end of that which 
is aboliſhed. 


Hexce, though the myſtical ſhadow may not, 
in all particulars, anſwer to what it repreſents, 
yet this is no denial of its being the ſhadow of 
ſuch a thing; and indeed, if it did not come 


ſhort in its efficacy, manner, &c. it would be 
no 
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no longer the ſhadow, but the ſubſtance. To 
inſtance, Joſhua was appointed to give the peo- 
ple reſt; but this was only typical, and did not 
amount to the ſpirit and perfection of what was 
promiſed; as appears from the apoſtle, who 
ſays, If Joſhua had given them reſt, then 
would God not afterwards have ſpoken of an- 
other day.” 


In brief, I conclude, that all the tranſactions 
of the Old Teſtament were typical, which ac- 
quits them of injuſtice and cruelty. But they 
were all aboliſhed in Jeſus, unto whoſe ſuffer- 
ings and death they all referred mankind, for 
the end of their appointment. Since which, 
what was not only lawful but inſtructive, is 
now in the imitation unlawful, cruel, and inhu- 
man. Thus we may perceive the difference 
between what was tranſacted before Chriſt, by 
the expreſs ordinance of God; and ſuch tranſ- 
ations as have been ſimilar to theſe, ſince the 
appearing of our Lord Jeſus Chriſt: the for- 


mer 
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mer. were according to godlineſs, but the latter 
were cruelty and injuſtice, 


Bur ſome man will ſay, Does not this imply 
a diſtinction, in point of preſent happineſs, at 
leaſt between the people of former and thoſe 
of latter ages ? I anſwer It does, and this the 
ſcriptures not only ſuppoſe, but affirm in ſun- 
dry places; and ſhew withal, the removal of 
ſuch. à diſtinction by the coming of Chriſt. 
Until Chriſt, the world were under a typical 
diſpenſation : the Jews repreſented the church, 
- or mankind perſonally : while the other na- 
tions were figurative of their ſins and unclean- 
neſſes, and therefore were ſubject to typical 
deſtructions: which deſtructions were all em- 
blematical of the pains of death and of hell, 
even thoſe which Jeſus endured for the ſalva- 
tion of man : and therefore, by way of figure, 
are ſpoken of as the thing itſelf. Hence, the 
inhabitants of Sodom, &c. are repreſented as 
ſuffering the vengeance of eternal fire, while 


they 
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they ſuffered it only in the type of the ſut- 
ferings of Jeſus ; and thefefore thoſe viſitations, 
when threatened, were limited to a certain time. 
But I feel I grow tedious, and ſhall here 
conclude this letter, with aſſuring you that I 


am, 


Yours, &c. 


(for Chriſt's Sake) 


J. R. 


N 
G 
8085 


O LE T- 


PT” — — w — — — — — 


106 


L E TT E R VIL 


Dr ar BRETHREN, 


OD hath declared in his law—That he is 

a jealous God, viſiting the iniquity of the 

fathers upon the children, unto the third and 

fourth generation of them that hate him : but 

that he will ſhew mercy unto thouſands of them 
that love him, and keep his commandments.” 


As there are many inſtances in the Old Teſ- 


tament, of the deſtruction of nations, cities, 
tribes, and families, for their ſins : ſo in all theſe 
caſes, the iniquities of the fathers were viſited 


on the children: the children, though help- 
| leſs 
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jeſs and innocent, were together with their 
parents doomed to ſuffer death; the parents 
any being guilty of the tranſgreſſion, which 
brought this common ruin on them. But this 
does not appear to me to be the ſenſe of the 
text; I rathey think that the iniquity of the 
fathers, is the ſin of Adam; and that the viſi- 
tatton of his ſin upon his children, intends the 
typical viſitation ; of which I ſpake in my for- 
mer letter. The continuance of which, until 
the third and fourth generation, intends until 
Chriſt : who, about the fourth generation from 
Adam, reckoning to each generation a thouſand 
years, made his appearance, that all the typical 
viſitations might meet in his perſon, as the an- 
titype and ſubſtance of all thoſe things; and in 
conſequence thereof, ceaſe from man and beaſt. 
| Thus, all thoſe viſitations had their final end in 


Chriſt : for in him the iniquities of the fathers 
being perfectly expiated, and no longer exiſting, 
they could not yet be viſited upon their chil- 
dren, 
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Ius was the glorious period, proſpective in 
the words of the prophet, where he ſays, „What 
mean ye that ye ule this proverb concerning the 
land oi Iſracl, ſaying, The fathers have eaten 
four grapes, and the children's teeth are ſet on 
edge? As 1 live, faith the Lord God, ye ſhall 
not have any more to uſe this proverb in If. 
rae],” Ezek. xvii. 2, 3. Again, another pro- 
phet ſays, In thofe days they ſhall ſay no 
more, The fathers have eaten four grapes, and 
the children's teeth are fet on edge,” Jer. xxxi. 
29. To me it is plain beyond uncertainty, that 
the time here referred to is the day of Chriſt: 
and it ſtrongly corroborates what I have ad- 
vanced before. It is pretty evident, that this 
proverb had been uſed in Iſrael from the firſt, 
and that it was formed from God's declaration 
in his law :—* that he would viſit the iniqui- 
ties of the fathers upon the children,” & &c. This 
declaration is ſo exactly ſimilar in ſenſe to the 
proverb, in my judgment, that I can ſee no rea- 


ſon for retaining the one if we reject the other. 


Hence there is a particular time mentioned by 
the 
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the prophet, when this proverb ſhould ceaſe 


from Iſrael, becauſe the ſource and cauſe of it 
ſhould be dried up, and done away: And it 
ſhall come to pals, like as I have watched over 
them, to pluck up, and to break down, and to 
throw down, and to deſtroy, and to afflict; fo 
will I watch over them to build, and to plant, 
faith the Lord,” Jer. xxxi. 28. It was on the 
accompliſhment of this, that the proverb was 
to ceaſe from Iſrael. And what does this text 
hold forth to us, but our loſs in Adam, and our 

recovery in Jeſus Chriſt? In Adam we were 
plucked up, broken down, thrown down, de- 
ſtroyed, and afflicted; fo are we built again 
and planted in Chriſt, where the viſitation of 
the fathers iniquities upon the children hath 
ceaſed for ever; and we ſhall no more com- 
plain, that the fathers have eaten ſour grapes, 
and the children's teeth are ſet on edge.” In 
this ſalvation, „every one ſhall die for his own 
iniquity; every man that eateth the four 
grape, his teeth ſhall be ſet on edoe.” Equal 
to another ſaying, © The ſoul that ſinneth it 


ſhall 
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ſhall die.” In him who taſted death for every 
man: every man has died for his own fins ; and 


every man who hath taken the four grape, has 
had his teeth fer on edge. 


Manx1xD were ſo comprehended in the per- 
ſon of Chriſt, through all that he did and ſuf. 
fered, that the ſoul that ſinned died, and every 
man ſuffered for his own fin. This is a doc- 
trine familiar to an apoſtolic chriſtian, who can 


fay as the apoſtle ſaid. I am crucified with 


Chriſt.” All this tends to confirm my propo- 
fition, that Chriſt was the third and fourth, or 
the generation unto whom, and no farther, God 
would viſit the fins of the fathers upon the 
children. Until then, the people were con- 
ſidered as haters of God: therefore, is it ſaid of 
them that bate bim. This is a character, ac- 
cording to the ſcriptures, applicable to all the 
children of Adam, conſidered in chemſelves: 
for all have ſinned, and have come ſhort of 
the glory of God.“ 
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THEREFORE, the perfect character of loving 
God, and keeping his commandments, belongs 
to Jeſus Chriſt our Lord, and to him only : but 
as we are made the righteouſneſs of God in 
Chriſt, as Chriſt occupied our nature and per- 
ſons, in all his doings, ſufferings, and obtain- 
ments, he has cloathed us with his own gar- 
ment of ſalvation, and robe of righteouſneſs ; 
nor is he aſhamed to call us brethren. Hence, 
we are or him who loved God and kept 
his commandments, and therefore we obtain 


— 


*« Gop will ſhew mercy unte thouſands of 
them that love him, and keep his command- 
ments.” Will he not ſhew mercy to all that 
love him and keep his commandments ? Surely 
he will. If the ſons of men are ſuppoſed to be the 
lovers of God, and the keepers of his command- 
ments, intended in the text, why ſhould the di- 
vine mercy be limited to thouſands of them only? 
Yea, would not the text then ſay, he will ſhew 
mercy unto ALL: who love him, and keep his 


COm- 


T 


commandments? Common ſenſe, I am perſuaded, 
will adopt the affirmative. This conſideration 
alſo contributes its mite to the ſupport of the 
doctrine of Chriſt, i. e. that he is the perfect, 
ſupreme lover of God, and keeper of his com- 
mandments; on whoſe account God ſheweth 
mercy unto the thouſands that are cf him, 


Bes1pes, loving God, and keeping his com- 
mandments, have a higher claim than mercy : 
let the offender, the debtor, and him who has 
nothing to pay, implore mercy, and receive for- 
giveneſs at the hands cf the judge, or creditor : 
but loving God, and keeping his command- 
ments, have a higher, a much higher claim. 
This character appeals to juſtice and purity, 
and demands divine love, complacency, and de- 
light. 


Bor ſome man will ſay, If the caſe be as you 
repreſent it, with what propriety can you make 
Chriſt an object of mercy ; ſince it muſt be 
confeſied, that he loved God, and kept his 

com- 
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commandments ? I anſwer, I do not make 
Chriſt an object of mercy, but ſuch only who 
are or Chriſt; as his ſeed, his children, his 
deſcendants; who, in oppoſition to ſuch on 
whom God viſits the iniquity of their fathers, 
have had the righteouſneſs of their Father re- 
membered and rewarded upon them, unto mer- 
cy and falvation. They are of him as his 
children. They are of him as the ſpoil of his 
croſs, as the travail of his foul, as the purchaſe 
of his blood. They are of him as members of 
his body, of his fleſh, and of his bones. Hence, 
as the fin of Adam was remembered and viſited 
upon bis children until Chriſt, who took and 
put away the ſin of the world by the ſacrifice of 
himſelf : ſo now, by Chriſt's loving God, and 
keeping his commandments, God ſhews mer- 
cy unto thouſands of them that are or him, as 
faith the apoſtle, © But where ſin abounded, 
grace did much more abound.—That as ſin 
reigned unto death, even ſo might grace reign 
through righteouſneſs, unto eternal life, by 
Jeſus Chriſt our Lord,” Rom. v. 20, 21. 


P I witL 
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I wiLL not call this a digreſſion. becauſe my 
aim has been to ſhew, that the divine ſeverity 
exerciſed on the children of men under the Old 
Teſtament, whether (by the commandment of 
God) through the agency of man, or by his 
own immediate finger, were all typical of that 
eternal fire, torment, death, and miſery, which, 
as the juſt puniſhment and allotted wages of 
fin, Jeſus Chriſt our Lord had undertaken to 
endure for the deliverance of the people. And, 
that it is hence the chaſtiſements and deftruc- 
tions of the Old Teſtament are called everlaſting, 
for ever, &c. And, that' from hence the fire 
which deſtroyed Sodom and Gomorrah, is called 
eternal fire ; and not from its duration, as ſome 
conceive. Therefore, for any objections that J 
have yet heard or conceived of, and for reaſons 
already mentioned, I am ſtill under a neceſſity 
of thinking, that God loves all mankind—that 
Chriſt died for all—and that all may poſſibly 
be finally happy. 


Bor, 
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Bur, there are other texts of ſcripture, which 
both Calviniſts and Arminians make great uſe 
of, to limit the ſalvation of Jeſus. The Cal. 
viniſt will aſk me, Whether Chriſt does not ſay, 
« ] pray not for the world, but for them which 
thou haſt given me,” John xvii. 9. 1 anſwer, 
believe Chriſt did ſay ſo: but this ſaying 
proves. not the error of my hypotheſis, Our 
Saviour, here, is immediately concerned for the 
perſeverance and ſucceſs of his apoſtles, trom 
whom he was about to depart; which he knew 
would fill their hearts with ſorrow, and whom 
he forelaw would be expoſed to innumerable 
difficulties, for their teſtimonies ſake, And, 
as the ſpreading of the goſpel would greatly 
depend on their ſtedfaſtneſs, it was neceſſary 
that they ſhould be particularly kept: hence 
be ſays, „ pray not for the world, but for 
| them whom thou haſt given me:“ ſignifying, 
that at that time he had not the world in gene- 
nul, but his diſciples particularly in view. Or, 
hat the bleſſings which he was then ſoliciting. 
on behalf of his diſciples, were peculiar to 
| FI them : 
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them; and were ſuch as reſpected their manner 
of paſſing through life. But the text is no de: 
nial of our Lord's praying at other times, for 
ſuch who were not as yet his diſciples ; yea, of 
his praying for the whole world; ſo far as re- 
_ Fpefting their final ſalvation. We are aſſured, 
that he prayed for his murderers z, and that one 
who knew the mind of Chriſt, thought it right, 
that prayers and ſupplications ſhould be made 
for all men. 


IT was neceſſary, for the preſent comfort and 
furure ſupport of his diſciples, who were pre- 
ſent when the Saviour offered up this prayer, 
to know how particularly he intereſted himſelf 
on their behalf ; and hence the peculiarity of 
the phraſe. 


Tuar his diſciples were the perſons intended 
in the text, is evident from the deſcription 


given of them in the context: and that in con- 

tradiſtinction not only to the world, but to ſuch 

who might afterwards believe, as as appears from 
7 


— - 
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the words, I have manifeſted thy name un- 
to the men which thou gaveſt me out of the 
world. Thine they were, and thou gaveſt them 
me ; and they have kept thy word. Now they 
have known that all things whatſoever thou haſt 
given me, are of thee. For I have given unto 
them the words which thou gaveſt me; and 
they have received them, and have known 
ſurely that I came out from thee, and they have 
believed that thou didft ſend me.” ; 


Tuis deſcription of the perſons for whom 
our Lord then prayed, ſhews very plainly, that 
the perſons intended were ſuch who were ther 
his diſciples. But, as this prevented not his 
praying elſewhere, for ſuch who ſhould believe 
on him through their word; neither did it pre- 
vent his ſtrong cries, tears, and death, for the 
fins of the whole world. If we only diſtinguiſh 
between the apoſtles (reſpecting the divine in- 
terpoſition in their favor, and the meaſure 
which they were poſſeſſed of) and other men, 
yea, even chriſtians in general, it will appear 

that 
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that the diſtinction made uſe of in the text is 
merely comparative: for in compariſon of the 
apoſtles, mankind, yea, chriſtians in general, are 
but as the world, I pray not for the world,” 
i. e. that all the individuals thereof ſhould be 
thus bleſſed, kept, and ſupported through life, 
re but for them which thou haſt given me,” 
to be the witneſſes of my death and reſurrec- 
tion; that they may be thus bleſſed with eſ- 
pecial and extraordinary bleſſings. In ſome- 
thing of this manner ſhould the text be ex- 


plained, as I conceive; and not ſo as to exclude 
the world from the grace. of our Lord Jeſus 
Chriſt, 


Bur the Arminian will yet combat me with 
another text: Does not Chriſt ſay, For if 
ye: believe not that I am he, you ſhall dic in your 
fins ?” John vii. 27. There is no purification 
beyond the grave; how then can they be 
ſaved who die in their fins ? I anſwer, the term 
being in fin, has a twofold ſenſe in the ſcrip- 
tures ; ſometimes it intends the ſtate of na- 

ture 
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ture (antecedent to our redemption by the blood 
of Jeſus) wherein the whole world were dead in 
treſpaſſes and fin. But from this being in their 
fins, Jeſus Chriſt has delivered mankind, by an 
equitable and plenary redemption. Hence the 
apoſtle to the Corinthians ſhews, that the reſur- 
rection of Chriſt is an undeniable proof that 
we are not in our fins: his obedience, and death, 
perfected and ſuffered in our nature, name, 
and perſons, have legally freed us from all 
charge of fin : Who is he that condemneth ? 
it is Chriſt that died, yea, rather who is riſen 
again,” From which I gather, that it is im- 
poſſible for mankind to die in fin unforgiven, 
or from which they are not juſtified by the 
blood of Jeſus, and innocent in the eye of 
God“. 

Bur 


* « Tho' grace may have reverſed the condemning ſen · 
tence, and ſealed the finner's pardon before God; yet it 
may have left no tranſcript of the pardon in the finner's 
breaſt : The hand writing againſt him may be cancelled 
in the court of heaven, and yet the indictment run on in 

the 
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Bur there is another ſenſe, in which the 
ſcriptures ſpeak © men, as being, living, and 
dying in their fins ; and which is the ſenſe of 
the text under conſideration. This ſenſe im- 
plies a continuance in unbelief : for men may, 
by unbelief, retain and hold faſt to their guilt, 
and fear, and torment, the iniquities which the 
blood of Jeſus hath expiated, and which God 
hath juſtified them from + for a child, an heir, 
though Lord of all, differs not from a ſervant, 
while in infancy and ignorance ; but, having 
the ſame ſentiments and feelings, has the ſame 
ſervile hopes and fears. Thus his apprehenſion, 
ſenſe, and feeling, gives the lye to the reſur- 
rection of Jeſus. For, though the latter bears 
witneſs that we are in our ſins, the former poſ- 
fitively aſſerts the contrary, and refers us to 
what 1s preſent with us. 


the court of conſcience : ſothat a man may be ſafe as to his 
condition; but in the mean time dark and doubtful as to 
his apprehenſion ; ſecure in his pardon, but miſerable in the 
ignorance of it.“ Dr. South, vol. 2d. p. 512. 
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Coxscixxver, according to ſome, is repre- 
ſented as an innate idea, and law of truth, in the 
human ſoul ; which, if properly attended to, 
will infallibly conduct us to ultimate happineſs. 
But to this hypotheſis, both revelation and 
reaſon forbids me to ſubſcribe. Revelation aſ- 
ſures me, that man has, by nature, no light, no 
wiſdom, knowledge, nor ſtrength, whereby he 
ſhould dire& his ſoul into the way of truth. 
And reaſon tells me, that conſciencediſtinguiſhes 
the rational being, and hath its foundation and 
riſe in the faith and ſentiment of the individual. 
That mankind are by nature without faith and 
ſentiment, is not only proveable from the ſcrip- 
tures, but from experience alſo. I confeſs it is 
difficult to point out the nation fo perfectly 
ſavage, that no trace or tradition of the reve- 
lation of God is to be found among them : be- 
cauſe all have heard, yea, verily, the {ound 1s 
gone unto the ends of the earth. Yet it does 
not follow, that thoſe glimmerings proceed 
from innate principles, or ideas, or from what 
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is vulgarly called natural conſcience; nay, the 
conttary is manifeſt. Theſe traditions, though 
but faintly perceivable among them, are judged 
to be of a divine origin, only from their having 
a ſuppoſed ſhadow of conſonance to the reve- 
lation of God. By the revelation of God, I 
mean the bible; and this general reference to 
it is an acknowledgement of its. pre-eminence 
in all things, above every private ſpirit. 


ConscItxct is the judgment of the mind, 
formed on the faith. of certain principles. Where- 
ever a man is perfectly ſavage, and has no prit- 
ciple, he has no conſcience, but is as the brute. 
Where he has principles, or ſentiment, accord- 
ing to theſe, ſuch. is his conſcience. Hence, the 
difference between the Mahometan, the Jew, 
and the chriſtian, in their divinity, and morality, 
and in all their dependent hopes, joys, and 
tears. 


Nor has the chriſtian man the ſame con- 
ſcience which he always had. To inſtance— 


when 
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when unawakened, and under the influence of 
education, tradition, and example only, his 
conſcience was as formal as his religion. Con- 
ſcience, equally indulgent with ſentiment, to- 
lerated the ſallies of corrupt paſſion ; nor could 
it record the evil beyond the dictates of ſen- 
timent. But when the commandment comes, 
when the underſtanding is enlightened, to know 
the holineſs, juſtice, and goodneſs of the divine 
law, we have new ſentiments : it is not enough 
fox us here, to have the form of godlineſs, but 
we muſt be poſſeſſed of the power thereof. We 
can perceive no happineſs, nor even ſafety for us, 
ſhort of being perfectly holy, in body, ſoul, 
and ſpirit. Theſe are not our ſentiments, and 
theſe give birth and nouriſhment to a new con- 

ſcience. This is a delicate and tender creature, 
ſo contrary to that which expired with our firſt 
ſentiments, that it cannot bear the leaſt ap- 
pearance of unheavenly paſſion : but, according 
to the dictates of ſentiment, it takes cogni- 
zance of, and reproves, not only the evil work 
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and word, but the thought alſo, however mo- 
mentary ; and even the moſt involuntary mo- 
tion, though hated and deteſted by us. Under 
this diſpenſation, our principles and ſentiments 
lead us to ſeek ſalvation, in our own perſonal 
righteouſneſs and holineſs: but being here con- 
tinually diſappointed, and convinced, that we 
are, after all our repentances and reformations, 
but the unclean thing ; and our righteouſneſſes 
but as filthy rags. The conſcience conſiſts 
of ſin, guilt, and fear, and may be termed, 
an impure and miterable conſcience, an evil 
conſcience, &c. Thus the conſcience is always 
formed upon, and proportioned to the prin- 
ciple and ſentiment of the mind, be it what 
it may: But when it pleaſes God to reveal his 
Son in us, as our wiſdom, righteouſneſs, ſancti- 
fication, and redemption, we perceive, that all 
our ſins are expiated and obliterated in bis 
blood-ſhedding : and in the purity of bis life, 
our righteouſneſs and holineſs are perfected for 
time and eternity. The truth of which is 

verified, 
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verified, and proved, beyond all controverſy, 
in bis glorious reſurrection: in which we are 


begotten to a lively hope. This gives us an- 


other conſcience than we have yet been poſſeſſed 
of. 


Bur I would {till aim at being more explicit, 
by profeſſing to ſee and believe, that Jeſus 
Chriſt perſonated mankind, through all the 
particulars of his life, ſufferings, and death; 
nor did he fail to repreſent or perſonate them 
in his triumphant reſurre& ion. Our obligation to 
obey the law, in order to lite eternal; our ſins, 
and penalties due to them, were all made Chriſt's 
in his doings and ſufferings; and vis reſurrec- 
tion ſtate, in all its ſucceſs, power, and purity, 
is ours : ©* he being made ſin for us, that we 
might be made the righteouſneſs of God in 
him.” Upon this view and faith of the goſpel, 
the judgment which we form of ourſelves, is 
according to Chriſt. Has he fulfilled all righ- 
teouſneſs ?; So have we. Is he juſtified ? So are 
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we. Is he accepted of God? So are we. Does 
he live for ever? So do we: for he hath ſaid, 
« Becauſe I live, ye ſhall live alſo:“ hence, we 
are taught to reckon ourſelves dead indeed un- 
to ſin, but alive unto God by Jeſus Chriſt our 
Lord. 


Tx1s appearing to us v to be the doctrine 
of truth, we have a true chriſtian conſcience ; 
a conſcience formed upon the principles of 
Chriſt: a good conſcience towards God, by the 
reſurrection of Jeſus Chrift : a conſcience that 
retains no ſin : for the worſhipper once purged, 
hath no more conſcience of ſin ; but is made 
perfect, pertaining to the conſcience. Thus, re- 
ſpecting the conſcience, a perſon may be ſaid to 
be in his ſins, or not in his ſins, according as 
he believeth on Jeſus, or not believeth on him. 
And thus I would underſtand the text: If 
you' believe not that [ am he, you ſhall die in 
your fins.” But this has no alluſion to the 


final ſtate of man: for, from the text, it is 
mani- 
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manifeſt, that their being and dying in their 
fins, is wholly owing to their unbelief: but 
unbelief is a lye againſt the truth; the truth is, 
that Jeſus is their Saviour, who hath ſaved them 
from their fins : that he is their wiſdom, righ- 
teouſneſs, ſanctification, and redemption : but 
unbelief influencing the mind to reject the 


truth, the conſcience formed on this principle, 


retains, in its ſenſe, and guilt, and fear, the 
very iniquity which the blood of Jeſus has ex- 
piated ; and which God remembers no more. 
Unbelief in its term, ſuppoſes a reſiſtance of truth, 
yea of revealed truth, -yea, of permanent un- 
changeable truth. For on that moment, the 
matter which unbelief oppoſes, ceaſes to anſwer 
to the characters of truth; the oppoſition ceaſeth 
to be, unbelief is no longer unbelief : it is no 
longer criminal, but praiſe worthy. 


To be brief, I conceive a man's dying in his 
fins becauſe he believeth not on Jeſus, to be no 


argument againſt all his ſins being propitiated. 


re- 
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remitted, and blotted out before God, through 
his blood; whom, being ignorant of, he re- 
jeeth. Nay, the contrary is true; and ap- 
pears, in that the miſery of man 1s charged 
to unbelief; which holds faſt what God has 
put away; and denies the truth of what God, 
who cannot lye, has declared on his word and 
oath : hence, in the apprehenſion of unbelief, 
fin is yet untaken away ; and ſuch who die 
under this influence, die under the ſenſe, guilt, 
and fear, of what Jeſus Chriſt their Lord, has 
eternally freed them from the pains and penal- 
ties of. Therefore, their diſtreſs is not from 
God by way of chaſtiſement, or puniſhment 
for fin ; but from themſelves, from their per- 
ſonal ignorance, unbelief, and felf-righreoul- 
nels: - 


Bur it does not follow, that becauſe they 
die in their fins, they ſhall never be delivered 
and brought to the knowledge of the truth ; 
nay, in future letters I hope to make the 
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contrary appear, by me wing that the miſer- 
able ſhall be reſtored to the joy of God's ſal- 
vation. In this hope I conclude, with aſſuring 
you, that I am, | 


Your ſervant, 


(for Chriſt's Sake) 


J. R. 
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S there are ſome of you, who are far enough 
from believing that all mankind will be 
ſaved : ſo are there others, who profeſs to be- 
lieve, not only that all men ſhall be ſaved, but 
that death ſhall adminiſter to them an imme- 
diate entrance into glory. To this opinion, I 
cannot ſubſcribe. Revelation and reaſon forbid. 
me. The words of our Lord Jeſus Chriſt, par- 
ticularly noticed in my. laſt letter, make me 
ienſible that, men not believing in him may die 
in their fins : and he has withal declared, that 
where he is they ſhall not come. 


Fox 
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For one man to die in his ſins, and another 
not, certainly implies a difference, and ſuch a 
difference, as intends ſomewhat more than ſuch 
momentary feelings, as diſtinguiſh men in the 
| article of death. 


Nox indeed are men always diſtinguiſhed in 
death, according to propriety of character; for 
the wiſe man often dieth as the fool dieth : the 
difference, therefore, lies principally in a ſub- 
{quent ſtate, wherein the one is happy, and the 


ether not. 


As you-are not unacquainted with the holy 
kriptures, you cannot but know, that they 
{bound with paſſages which J might quote with 

pſt propriety, to prove that all mankind do 
ut paſs immediately from death to glory; but 
tteſe, for brevity ſake, I omit. To obſerve— 
That Jeſus Chriſt is our Saviour, and not death. 

but if death ſets men free from their miſeries, 
ad adminiſters to them an immediate entrance 
to glory, then death is their Saviour, and not 
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Jeſus Chriſt; then would deſpair and lunacy 
be the perfection of faith and wiſdon ; and ſui- 
cide be approved of, and applauded. 


Fox who would not approve, yea, who ought 
not to approve, of a man's making uſe of the 
means which he has in his power to render him- 
ſelf happy ? 


Tuts argument is not only deducible from 
the hypotheſis of all men's being imme- 
diately glorified at death; but it is neceſſarily 
implied in it: yet the ſacred text, which is not 
only the revelation of God, but the ſource and 
guide of true reaſon, by contradicting the in- 
ference; deſtroys the hypotheſis : for ſaith the 
apoſtle, « if a man ſtrive for the maſteries, yet 
is he not crowned, except he ſtrive lawfully,” 


2 Tim. it. 5. 


Tuts text, I confeſs, has various beautiful 
conſtructions, which it would be criminal in 


me to pals over in ſilence, though they do not 
im- 
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immediately connect with the thread of my ar- 
gument, I ſhall therefore beg leave to make a 
few remarks : neceſſary, as I apprehend, to the 
elucidation of the text. 


To the prince of the kings of the earth, who 
hath in all things the pre-eminence : the law- 


ful ſtrife for the maſteries, in the principal and 
firſt ſenſe, relates. 25 


No man that warreth, entangleth himſelf 


with the affairs of this life, that he may pleaſe 
him who hath choſen him to be a ſoldier. Jeſus 
Chriſt was choſen of God to be that ſoldier; 


and chearfully accepting the office, and engaging 


himſelf to accompliſh the warfare, was ordained 
and appointed the captain of our ſalvation. 


Jesus, the good ſoldier, entangled not him- 
ſelf with the affairs of this life. For while the 
toxes had holes, and the birds of the air had 
neſts, the Son of man had not where to lay his 


head. He had neither houſes, nor lands, nor 


money, 


ws LET THEM WW 


money, nor friends, but depended for ſupport 
upon the equity and juſtice of him who had 
choſen him to be a ſoldier, 


A CERTAIN prince noted among his troops a 
ſoldier of a ſickly and feeble habit of body, who 
nevertheleſs {till ſignalized himſelf in the fight; 
courting danger, and detying death under every 
ſhape ; his courage was conſpicuous above his 
fellows. His prince admired his valour, and de- 
termined to recompenſe it. He commanded his 
phyſicians to uſe their utmoſt ſkill for thereſtora- 
tionof hishealth, without which he was incapable 
of enjoying riches or honors. They obeyed, and 
ſucceeded. But the king obſerving that ſoldier 
(now found and ſtrong) was not fo forward and 
preſſing in the battle as formerly, demanded 
the reaſon of it : Unto which the ſoldier re- 
plied, Your majeſty by reſtoring me to health, 
hath made me in love with life, and capable 
of enjoying it : hence I am not now fo laviſh 
of it, as when my want of health rendered lite 
inſipid and obnoxious to me. 

3 Bu 


LETTER I 35 


Bur the Captain of our ſalvation denied him- 
felf in all things : choſen as a good ſoldier, to- 
accompliſh the warfare of the helpleſs, he en- 
tangled not himſelf with the affairs of this life: 
he neither fought nor received honors of men; 
nor did he aim at accumulating riches. 


He faid of all who hear the word of God 
and keep it, Theſe are my mother, my ſiſters, 
and my-brethren:” and this he ſaid to ſhew that 
be was nat influenced by partial affection. 


HALT, property, and paſſion: (where the 
faith of Jeſus is unknown) are the only ſweet- 
ners of life. The enjoyment of theſe makes 
death undeſirable, while the want of them ren- 
ders life intolerable. Who is in poſſeMon of 
theſe, is frugal of life; and will preſerve it as 
long as he can: but who is deſtitute of them, 
chooſes death rather than life, as the laſt re- 
murce of the miſerable, 


Tax 
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Tus Saviour bare our ſickneſſes, and carried 
our ſorrows, and was all his days on earth, a 
mourner. Property he had none; nor, as I 
have hinted before, was he influenced by a 
partial affection; he was therefore in perfection, 
that military character which the apoſtle drew, 
as qualified to ſtrive for the maſter ies. 


From his Kindred relation to the people, the 
right of redemption was inherent to Jeſus, and 
therefore his ſtrife for their recovery was lawful. 
Again, his ſtrife was lawful, from the will of 
the eternal Father, who choſe him to the office 
of Redeemer, and inveſted him with a rightful 
claim to the undertaking. Again, he ſtrove 
lawfully, in that he uſed no cunning, ſleight, 
nor craftineſs, while he wreſtled, ran and fought 
for 'the maſteries ; but by diat of pure merit, 
obtained the victory in ail things. 


To ſuch who know the ſcriptures, and the 
power of God, it is needleſs for me to ſay, that 
he 


if 
b 
F 
F 
F 
| 


. 


LETTER IK 99 


he was qualified from his perfect and univerſal 
temperance. We are to diſtinguiſh between the 
office-capacity, and the individual, in the per- 


fon of Jeſus : according to the former, he 


comprehended the people, and their iniquities in 
kimfelf : and they and him being conſidered as 
one perſon, the chaſtiſement of their peace was 


equitably inflicted on him. But according to 
the latter, there was no guile found in his 


mouth - he was holy, harmleſs, undefiled, ſepa- 


me from ſinners, and higher than the heavens. 
Thus qualified for ſuffetings and conqueſts, 
no weapon formed againſt him could proſper, 
ad every tongue riſing againſt him in judgment 


he was ordained to condemn. 


Jesus ſtrove for the maſteries; he ſtrove law- 


fully, and ſucceeded. The glorious morning of 


lis reſurrection, exhibited him triumphant over 
al oppoſition. The law, and fin, and death, 
ad hell, or what beſide diſputed the title, or 


| mpeded the path of the ſinner to eternal lite, 


lay conquered and ſlain at his feet. But O! 


8 what 
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what pen of man, or angel's tongue can deſcribe 
the love, the grace, the great good will of the 
glorious conqueror ! When he had trodden 
down ſtrength, and had for ever ſubdued all 
oppolition, he ſmiled upon the helpleſs ſons of 
men, and ſaid unto them, © Be of good cheer, 


I have overcome. 
let me ceaſe to exiſt. 


When I torget his praiſe, 


Tur ſtrife for the maſteries may alſo. intend 
the apoſtles and miniſters of Jeius, who ſhould 
be free from ſuch entanglements of life, as re- 
tard their purſuit of the divine con iſſion, to 
preach the goſpel, &c. But, ſhould men under 
theſe characters {trive for the maſteries, yet are 
they not crowned, except they ſtrive laufulhy: 
neither with ſucceſs in the end, nor with a divine 
plaudit in the attempt. The only lawful ſtrife 
here is by communion and fellowſhip with the 
Father, and with his Son Jeſus Chriſt : By 


theſe, through the various exigencies of lite, 


they are preſerved from all entanglements with 


its affairs : by theſe they obtain the maſteries, 
and 
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and are crowned: Hold that faſt which thou 


| haſt, that no man take thy crown,” ſaid the 


Saviour to the angel of the church of Philadel- 
phia. 


Bor where men ſtrive according to human 
inventions, by rules, orders, and the dictates of 
man's wiſdom, they ſtrive unlawfully; and not- 
wvithſtanding their art, labour, and pretended 
ſucceſs, they are not crowned. Not the deſert, 
nor the cloiſter, nor voluntary celibacy, nor 
rows of poverty, warrant a lawful ſtrife : nor 
will the judges crown who pretend by theſe 4. 
ſuch means to have obtained the maſtery. 


Taz text is alſo explicable to every private 
chriſtian, who from the firſt. of his ſetting out 
in the chriſtian religious life, was wholly intent, 
by the moſt determined ſtrife, upon obtaining 
the maſtery. 


Loxc (perhaps) did he ſtrive to deliver his 
ſoul out of the hand of the oppreſſor, to extri- 
9 2 cate 
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cate himſelf from ſin, guilt, and fear, and to 
obtain righteouſneſs, peace, and joy, in the 


Holy Ghoſt: but neither his faſts, nor prayers, 


cries, nor tears, would effect it; nay, he could 


not ſo far ſucceed, as to be able with con- 
dence to appeal to the judges. 


Bur when the Spirit of truth taught him to 
gather with Chriſt, to run, wreſtle, and fight, 
in the argumentative ſpirit and power of the 
blood-ſhedding death and reſurrection of Je- 
ſus; lo, then he ſucceeded ; his ſtrife was law- 
ful, he obtained the maſteries, and was crowned 


by the judges ; even by Moſes and the pro- 
phets: Now the righteouſneſs of God with- 
out the law is manifeſted, being witneſſed by 
the law and the prophets.” 


Jesus Chriſt our Lord (his free, full, and 
extenſive ſalvation) is the only /awfu! method 


and argument of our ſtrife for the maſteries ; 


- againſt the law, and ſin, and death, and hell, 


and 
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and againſt him who had the power of death, 
even the devil. 


O Jesv's glorious name ! it is full of grace 
and truth. The law was given by Moſes, but 
grace and truth came by Jeſus Chriſt : by him 
came the truth of the ancient promile, that all 
the nations of the earth ſhould be bleſſed in the 
ſeed of Abraham. For he comprehending 
mankind univerſally in himſelf, in his active, 
and paſſive obedience, they were, together with 
him, entitled to the bleſſings which he ob- 
tained, 


By Jeſus came alſo the truth of the threaten- 
ing ; that the ſoul that ſinned ſhould die : for 
in him, in his humiliation, ſufferings, and death, 
the ſinful ſons of men were chaſtiſed with an 
equal chaſtiſement : yea, received at the Lord's 
hand double for all their fins. O ! glorious 
grace, and truth; they came by Jeſus Chriſt 


our Lord, and point out to us the lawful ſtrife 
for the maſteries. 


Our 
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Oun ſtrife n to enter in at the ſtrait gate, 
our ſtiife no for the maſteries, depends not on 


works of righteouſneſs done by us; but upon 
the blood - ſnedd ing of Jeſus alone. The blood 


of Jeſus alone is our lawful ſtrife for the maſter- 
ies: by that moſt precious blood we triumph 
over all oppoſition, and are more than con- 
querors. 


_ - Homan nature, being burdened, pants for 
deliverance ; and naturally ſtrives for the maſ- 
teries: ſome, to drown the ſenſe of their woes, 
betake themſelves to riot, or to means of in- 
toxication: while others fly for refuge to the 
arms of death. Bur theſe are unlawful ftrifes, 
and will cover the victor with ſhame and diſ- 
grace, inſtead of glory and honour. He only 
ſtrives lawfully, who has recourſe to Jeſus 
Chriſt. The blood of Jeſus is the true balm 
of Gilead, and a ſovereign remedy for all human 
woes: for of all other means of conſolation, it 


may properly be ſaid, miſerable comforters are 
ye all. 
3 Taz 


. 
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Tux man who ſtrives for the maſteries, over 
the diſturvers of his repoſe, over the antagoniſts 
of his ſoul, by a voluntary death, is not only 
juſtly repicheuſible for his fear, or pride, or 
cowardice, but moſt ezregiouſly miſtaken in 
his aims, and diſappointed in his expectations; 
for thc judges will not admit of his being 
crowned : and he may find to his amazement, 
that the miſeries which he by unlawful means 
ſought to avoid, are ſtill upon him; with this 
additional refle&ion : he has yorw by the death 
of the body, no amuſement to divert his feel- 
ings, or thought, for a moment, from the miſe- 
ries that ſurround him. The paſſions, which 
are the origin of human milery, and which 
prompt men to ſtrive for the maſteries, by the 
uſe of unlawful means, are not of the body, 
but of the mind. It may therefore be con- 
ceived, that theſe paſſions attend, and ſway the 
human being in its ſpiritual ſtate. 


May we not ſuppoſe, that Cato was miſtaken 
in thinking to eſcape the power of Cæſar, by 
uſing 
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uſing the ſword againſt himſelf. Was he not 
compelled to take with him into the world of 
ſpirits, the paſſions which excited him to the 
act of ſelf- murder? Was he not ſtill expoſed 
to what rendered life ſo intolerable ? To me it 
appears far from being improbable. It has 
more than the appearance of equity and con- 
ſiſtence g the ſtrife was unlawful, he could not 
be crowned. 


Bur whether man ſeeks death, or death ſeeks 
him, yet death is not his ſaviour ; nor is there 
a diſpenfation of the goſpel committed to death, 
that it ſhould preach immediate glory to ſuch 
who die in their fins, and of whom Jeſus ſays, 


« Where I am, ye ſhall not come.” 


Ir air men paſs immediately from death to 
glory, without diſtinction ; to what purpoſe is 
the goſpel preached, and what are the benefits 
annexed to the fa:ch of Chriſt, eſpecially where 
men are called upon to ſuffer, yea, to lay down 


their lives for his name's ſake ? To me it ap- 
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pears impoſſible to point ſuch benefits out : if 
all men, believing and obeying, or not believing 
or obeying, ſhall equally paſs through death 
immediately to glory. But it is needleſs to 
combat with multiplied argument, what, with- 
out the appearance of reaſon, or any plauſible 


ſcripture gloſs to ſupport it, muſt in itſelf ap- 
pear a manifeſt abſurdity. 


Here ſomebody, whoſe patience is exhauſted, 
will aſk me two or three queſtions in a breath 
—What is the ſituation of unbelievers after 
death? How are they to be delivered? When 
ſhall they be delivered? [ reply, the ſtate of 
unbelievers after death is not a ſtate of puniſh- 
ment; as this would be a contradiction to the 
teſtimony which their unbelief reſiſted ; and 
which, from its doubtfulneſs and denial of 
the ſaid teſtimony, derived its ungodly ex- 
iſtence. The recorded teſtimony is, that God 
hath given to men eternal life in Chriſt; while 
unbelief conſiſts in a reſiſtance and denial of this 
grace ; blaſphemouſly giving the lye to the 

T God 
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God of truth himſelf, But, if even ſuch who 
doubted and diſbelieved this teſtimony, are to 
be puniſhed after death, then, the teſtimony 
which they reſiſted, was not rue in itſelf: then 
God had not given to them eternal life in his 
Son. That this life was not given to them, on 
condition of their faith and obedience, is evident 
from the charge always exhibited againſt un- 
belief, i. e. it makes God a Ivar : but this it 
could no longer do, than the free gift of God 
remained : therefore the gift of eternal life in 
Jeſus Chriſt, was e them and for them, when 
in diſobedience and unbelief : as faith was 
reckoned to Abraham for righteouſneſs, even 
when in uncircumciſion. The gift of eternal 
life certainly implies an exemption from con- 
demnation and puniſhment : and the permanency 
of that gift, is a proof, that the ſtate of un- 
believers after death, is nor a ſtate of puniſh- 
ment. | 


Tn ſtate of unbelievers after death cannot 
be a ſtate of puniſhment ; becauſe Jeſus Chriſt, 
I | who 
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who taſted death for every man, bare the chal- 
tiſements of their peace; when the Lord laid 
upon him the iniquities of us all: nor does it 
conſiſt with the juſtice and equity of the Moft 
High, to exact from man the debt already paid 
by the blood of Jeſus ; or to puniſh, in the in- 
dividuals of Adam's offspring, the crimes al- 
ready cancelled in the ſacrifice of that Lamb 
of God who took away the fin of the world, 


Bur the ſtate of unbelievers after death, is a 
ſtate of unhappineſs and miſery ; ariſing ſolely 
from their unbelief : they know not, they be- 
leve not, that Jeſus hath put away their fins by 
the ſacriace of himſelf; and therefore they are 
oppreſſed with guilt and fear: and zheſe are in 
proportion to their ule or abuſe of knowledge; 
to their receiving or obſtinately rejecting the 
divine evidences and demonſtrations of grace 
and falvation ; as, our. Lord ſheweth, where 
lpraking of Capernaum, he ſays, * It ſhall be 
more tolerable for the land of Sodom, in the 
y of judgment, than for thee.” 
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Tux ſtate of unbelievers after death, is a 
ſtate of ſuſpence : oppreſſed with guilt and 
tear, they are compaſſed about with doubt- 
fulneſs, and uncertainty, reſpecting the final 
period. They dread the approach of what the 
ſouls from under the altar cry for. Have you 
any conception of a miſcrable man upon earth, 
a'man without hope, and without God in the 
world, in whoſe boſom burns the unquenchable 
fire, and on whoſe vitals preys the gnawing 
worm; a man overwhelmed with guilt and 
tear, putting off the gift of God from himſelf, 
and though ſuffering the molt excruciating tor- 
ment, yet madly daſhing from his lips the only, 
the infeliible healing potion ? Such a man you 
will ſay is miſerable indeed. But whence pro- 
cceds his miſery ? It is not that the Lord's 
hand is ſhortened, or that there is no balm in 
Gilead: Nay, God is good and loving to every 
man ; and Chriſt hath taſted death for every 
n. an: and therefore the creature is not miſer- 
able from the want of bowels in the Creator, 
nor 
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nor from any limits fixed by his decrees to the 
ſalvation of Jeſus : reſpecting its freeneſs, ful- 
neſs, or extent. Wherefore did the prodigal 
fon attempt, when involved in miſery, ro 
accommodate himſelf to the diet of ſwine ? 
was it owing to a lack of bread in his Father's 
houſe, or to a contraction of paternal bowels ? 
Nay, but to his own pride; to his oppoſition to 
his Father's grace; unwilling to ſubmit to his 
clemency, and to be dependent on his bounty. 
And ſuch is the caſe with man: his unhappi- 
nels is owing wholly to his own 1gnorance, 
pride, and unbelief. 


Sven unhappy people we have known upon 
earth, yea, it is a character which I once ſuſ- 
tained myſelf. Therefore, it a man, from 
unbelief and its concomitants, may be ren- 
dered fo miſcrable as the above (though be- 
loved of God, and ſaved in Jeſus Chriit, in 
whoſe blood he hath a perfect redemption, even 
the forgiveneſs of his fins) fo may an unbe- 
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liever be miſerable after death, though there 
be no chaſtiſement or puniſhment from God 
upon him. Hence, I conſider the ſtate of 
ſuch, to be a ſtate of guilt, fear, and ſuſpenſe, 
proceeding from unbeliet : from which they 
ſhall have deliverance in the diſpenſation of 
the fulneſs of times. 


As to the means of their deliverance, I know 
no other than Jeſus Chriſt our Lord: he will 
teſtify to them in due time, that he gave him- 
ſelf a ranſom for all: that he accompliſhed 
their warfare, and pardoned their ſin. And 
when they hear his, the voice of the Son of 
God, they will live. Then ſhall they know, 
that the mercy of the Almighty is over all his 
works ; and that he hath concluded all in un- 
belief, that he might have mercy upon all. 
For, as their unhappineſs is owing to the 
want of that faith and obedience, by which 
men believe and ſubmit to the righteouſneſs 
of God: ſo ſhall they be inſpired with theſe 


when 


E 


when they hear the voice of the Son of God: 
when all with one heart, and one ſoul, ſhall 
join in praiſe to God and to the Lamb, for 


ever and ever, Amen. I am, 


Yours, &c, 


(for Chriſt's ſake) 


Y. K 
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Dear BRETHREN, 


Y letters on this ſubject, are drawing to- 

wards a concluſion. I intend but this 

one ; ſhould it therefore be tedious from its 

length, or on ſome other account. I ſhall hope 
for your patience. 


Tux ſcriptures ſpeak of eternities, or ages, 
during which, who died in their ſins, were held 
in a ſtate of ſuſpence or impriſonment: and im- 


pelled by fear, looked only for judgment and 


fiery indignation to devour them, as adverſaries 
of Jeſus. Of thoſe ages, and during them, of 
the ſtate of unbelievers, we find undoubted traces 

in 
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in the volume of the book. An apoſtle tells us, 
That Jeſus Chriſt was put to death in the fleſh, 
but quickened by the Spirit: by which alſo he 
went and preached unto the ſpirits in priſon : 
which ſome time were diſobedient, when once 
the long-ſuffering of God waited in the days of 
Noah, while the ark was a preparing. 


Tus ſpirits were undoubtedly antedilu- 
vians, or ſuch who periſhed, and died in their 
fins, in the deluge. They are ſaid to have been 
in priſon, when the Saviour was put to death in 
tie fleſh, but quickened by the Spirit, i. e. 
according to conſciouſneſs, they retained their 
guilt and fear, and were in dreadful ſuſpetiſe, 
teſpecting futurity. Such is the ſtate of im- 
priſoned ſpirits; their ignorance, unbelief, and 
diſobedience being their only chains: In thoſe 


chains they lay waiting for the judgment of the 
great day, dreading their trial, and apprehenſive 
ef condemnation, 


Wulur 
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Wit thus circumſtanced, our Saviour be- 
ing quickened by the Spirit, went and preached 
to them: and that he preached deliverance to 
them, is not to be doubted. They were under 
no other puniſhment, than what conſiſted in 
their own ignorance, unbelief, enmity, and dif. 
obedience. And therefore when the Saviour 
preached to them, tbeſe muſt neceſſarily fall 
before him : while the ſpirits, fo long enſlaved, 
entered now into the liberty wherewith he had 
made them free. This put a period to that age, 
which had continued (with reſpect to the ſtate 
of theſe ſeparate ſpirits) from the flood. 


So from this æra of ſalvation and grace, to 
the cloſe of time, there may probably be an- 
other age or eternity ; when ſuch who already 
are, or who yet may be unhappy and miſerable, 
as above; ſhall hear the voice of the Son of 
God, and live. 


Tun trumpet's ſound on the day of jubilee, 
was typical of this glorious voice; as was the 
N | jubilee 


? 
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jubilee itſelf, of this wonderful period. It was 
the ordinance of the All-wiſe, that when ſeven 
times ſeven years were rolled away, the jubilee 
ſhould be proclaimed. Various are men's 
opinions concerning the ſignification of the 
word jubilee; but I join thoſe who think it 
comes from the word HosiL, 7 bring, or call 
back, becauſe then every thing was reſtored to 
its firſt poſſeſſor. Then was the ſervant free from 
his maſter, and the inheritance returned to its 
original owner. The ſeventh day was the ſab- 
bath, and (as the apoſtle ro the Hebrews ſhews) 
a type of the reſt remaining for the people of 
God; as which, it was part of the goſpel 
preached to the Jews. The ſeventh year was 
a ſabbath year, on which they were forbidden 
to ſow their field, or to prune their vineyard ; 
yea, they were not to reap nor gather what 
grew of its own accord ; but the ſabbath of 
the land was to be meat for them all. This al- 
lo implies, that faith and obedience ; in and unto 
the righteouſneſs and ſalvation of God in Jeſus 


1 Chriſt; fo neceſſary to the peace and happineſs 
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of mankind. To ceaſe from our own works, 
neither to ſow, nor to prune, nor even to reap, 
nor to gather, what grew of its own accord, 
was not a ſmall proof of felf-denial and obe- 
dience : while to make the ſabbath their meat, 
and to live on the ordinance of God, was a glo- 
rious inftance of the faith, which is the ſubſtance 
ol things koped for, and the evidence of things 
not ſeen ; and which is the cauſe and main- 
tenance of goſpel obedience, This is the dif- 
tinguiſhing character of believers on Jeſus. 
This is the ſabbath which thoſe who believe 
enter into, where they ceaſe from their own 
works, as God ceaſed from his. But ſuch who 
believe not, enter not into this ſabbath, or reſt; 
but live in the neglect, if not in contempt of 
the ſacred ordinance : ſuch are they who live 
and die in their ſins. 


THERE 1s yet the jubilee, which in its ex- 
tent of mercy. and ſalvation, ſtill far. exceeds. 
Thus who came ſhert of the bleſſings of the 
former, were notwithſtanding included in the 

ſal- 
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ſalvation of the latter; and, as the elapſe of 
ſeven times ſeven years uſhered in this glorious 
epoch, why ſhould we not expect, that the 
ſeven thoufandth year from the world's cre- 
ation will introduce the grand jubilee ? This, 
| confeſs, is merely an opinion, and what I will 
not undertake to affirm, yet I am not alone in 
this opinion; for ſundry, both Jews and Chriſ- 
tians, have conjectured, that the world ſhould 
end in the ſeven thouſandth year, 1. e. two thou- 
ſand from the creation to the flood, two thouſand 
from the flood to Chriſt, and two thouſand from 
Chriſt to the end. For argument in ſupport of 
their hypotheſis, they refer us to the uſe that is 
made of the number ſeven in the ſcriptures, 
both before and after Chriſt ; but eſpecially in 
the books of Moſes, where feven days produce 
one ſabbath day, and ſeven years one ſabbatic 
year, and ſeven ſabbatic years one jubilee. From 


whence it is inferred, that ſeven thouſand years 


will produce the grand jubilee, the cloſing ſcene 
for eternity. Nor, if this laſt thouſand years 
of 
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of the ſeven be conſidered as one day (towards 
the evening of which may probably be the de- 
liverance of thoſe who died in their fins at the 
diſſolution of matter) will it be unſcriptural ? 
for in the ſcriptures (upon ſimilar conſiderations 

as I take it) we are taught that a thouſand years 
ate but as one day. 


Tx1s period may be what the apoſtle calls, 
the diſpenſation of the fulneſs of times, when he 
will gather in one all things in Chriſt, both 
which are in heaven, and which are on earth in 
him. What ſhall I ſay to this paſſage of ſacred 
writ! It is big wirh heavenly ridings, it is light 
in the Lord ! and its brightneſs dazzles the eyes 
of men and angels—while ſuch who diſtinguiſh 
its beauties, and believe its realities, are as men 
that dream : their mouths arc filled with laugh- 
ter, and their tongues with ſinging. Holy and 
Juſt is that reproof wherewith the Almighty re- 
proves the ſons of men: Thou thoughteſt 
that I was altogether as thyſelf.” It is cuſtom- 
ary among men, yea, it is natural to them, to 

con- 
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conſider their own frames, diſpoſitions, feel- 
ings, and opinions, as pictureſque of ſacred 
Deity.—-Hence they aim at ſetting bounds to 
the goodneſs of God, and to the riches of his 
love : to the freeneſs, fulneſs, and extent of his 
ſalvation, they conſtantly object, © It is too good 
to be true ;? as if the human mind had a ca- 
pacity to conceive of goodneſs, beyond the 
power, the love, or will of God, to exerciſe to- 


wards his creature! But to return to the ſacred 
text. 


Tur fulneſs of times,” certainly reſpects 
ſome period not only future to the æra of the 
apoſtles, but to that of ſcripture utility. The 
fulneſs of times,” 1. e. when all things reported 
of in the ſcriptures, ſhall receive their final ac- 
compliſhment : * The fulneſs of times,” ac- 
cording to the myſtery of his will, his good 
pleaſure ; and the purpoſe which God hath pur- 
poſed in himſelf. The purpoſe and will of God 
leave no place for contingencies : With the Al- 
mighty there is a time fixed for the execution 


of 
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of his will, which neither heights nor depths, 


nor breadths, nor lengths, nor principalities, 
nor powers, nor things preſent, nor things to 
come, may haſten or retard. The fulneſs of 
times,” i. e. the time for the redemption of the 
purchaſed poſſeſſion; alluding to the jubilee, 
when the purchaſed poſſeſſion was redeemed, 
and reſtored to its owner; according to the 
ordinance of God. This purchaſed poſſeſſion 
appears to me, to be that impunity, life, and hap- 
pineſs, which Jeſus has purchaſed for mankind 
but which numbers of them, on various ac- 
counts, have forfeited : having fold them, re- 
fuſed them, diſcredited them : ſo as having 
deprived themſelves of the enjoyment of thoſe 
bleflings, they are greatly miferable, unti} the 
grand jubilee, or the diſpenſation of the fulnets 
of times; until the redemption of the purchaſed 
poſſeſſion, when the poſſeſſion purchaſed by the 
blood of Jeſus for mankind ſhall be redeemed 


out of the hand of the oppreſſor, to be enjoyed 


by the lawful keirs for eternity. 


5 For 
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Fon theſe times there is a particular diſpen- 
ſation reſerved, which is called, © the diſpen- 
ſation of the fulneſs of times.” Every diſpen- 
ſation of God to mankind, even from the 
beginning, has been with additional evidence of 
his love, and grace to them; and with a (till) 
brighter effulgence of his glorious ſalvation. 
But the diſpenſation of gathering together in 
one, all things in Chriſt, was reſerved for the 
glorious period of the fulneſs of times—until 
which period, thoſe things were diſtinguiſhed 
and ſeparate : but here they are ſought out, 
collected, and gathered into Chriſt, This gather- 

ing into Chriſt, reſpects conſciouſneſs only; for 
| the gift of God, where he gave us to Chriſt 
to be his fulneſs, and the reaſon of his under- 
takings z to be the ſpirit and ſalt of his ſacri- 
fice, and the gathering of all the children of 
God into his obedience and death. Theſe, I 
lay, were all antecedent to this gathering ſpo- 
ken of in the text; therefore the latter muſt 


reſpect conſcience through the knowledge and 
belief of the truth. _ 
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Tur diſtinction of things, to be thus gathered 
into one, as in heaven or on earth, are no de- 
nial, in my judgment, to its being intended of 
mankind only, who will at that period be found 
in heaven, or on earth; as they wear the image 
of the heavenly, or the image of the earthly. 
That the ſcriptures ſpeak in this manner, is well 
known ; and theſe would I follow as the more 
ſure word of prophecy. Mankind, as they die 
in the Lord, or die in their ſins, may be con- 
ſidered as being 1n the image of the heavenly, 
or in the image of the earthly ; and conſe- 
quently things in heaven, or things on earth. 
Unbelievers are conſidered as things on earth; 
while ſuch who believe zz and obey the Lord 
Jeſus, as the way, the truth, and the life, are the 
things in heaven. In the diſpenſation of the 
fulneſs of times, the diſtinction hitherto kept 
up between zheſe ſhall ceaſe ; they ſhall all be 
gathered into one, even into Chriſt, where the 


one great ſalvation ſhall be in common to the 
whole. 


r Ms 


As I conceive the diſpenſation of the fulneſs 
of times to be yet future, fo do I, that matters 
inexpreſſibly intereſting to the ſons of men, ſhall 
then be made known to them ; and that the 
text is to be conſidered in that light, as im- 
porting ſalvation, endleſs health, and joy, to all 


things in heaven and on earth. 


Tuts “ fulnels of times,” the apoſtle calls, 
the end,“ ſpeaking of which he ſays, Then 
ſhall the Son alſo himſelf be ſubjcct unto him 
that put all things under him, that God may 
be all in all.” Ir 1s extremely difficult, yea, 
perfectly impoſſible, to point out a time, | how- 
ever momentary, when Jeſus Chriſt was not ſub- 
ject to the Father, in every ſenſe that the term 
will bear. Wirth what propriety can it then be 
faid of him, that he ſhall become ſubject in 
ſome future period? Nay, he cannot be the 
Son intended in the text; but ſome rebellious 
hoſtile, and as yet, unſubdue:l fon, is there ſpo- 
ken of, who, when the end cometh, ſhall be- 
come ſubject to the Father. For reaſons ſuch 
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as theſe, I confeſs myſelf totally ignorant of the 
Son mentioned in the text, as at preſent not 
ſubject to the Father, mankind excepted : be- 
ing aware, that they are in a collective ſenſe, 
ſpoken of in the ſcriptures, as the Son, the Son 
of God, &c. and, as I take it, the Son not 
wholly ſubjected to God, even the Father, un- 
til the end. But then the prodigal ſhall return 
to his Father's houſe ; and the Son, in the moſt 
comprehenſive ſenſe, become ſubject to the 
Father, that God may he all in all. 


Tuis period is what the apoſtle diſtinguiſhes 
with the very ſignificant name ot duc lime; when 
Chriſt's giving himſelf a ranſom for all, ſhall be 
the teſtimony. I have already ſpoken of Chrilt's 
given himſelf a ranſom for all: the teſtifica- 
tion of which is reſerved for that period called 
due time. Due time reſpects the time fixed by 
the will of God, wherein he will make known 


to thoſe who have been hitherto ignorant of 
them, the unſearchable riches of Chriſt. To 


teſtify is to witnels, to certify, to make appear, 
| or 
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or known. What is the ſubject? Chriſt gave 
himſelt a ranſom for all:“ And he will bear 
this teſtimony on that day, Jeſus Chriſt the 
chief ſhepherd and biſhop of ſouls. To whom 
will he teſtify his ſalvation? To Al, for it be- 
longs to all. In brief, the text appears to im- 


ply, that Jeſus Chriſt will in ſome future pe- 
riod, teſtify to all that he gave himſelf a ranſom 
for them: nor is it poſſible, that any teſtimony 
of this grace can be more natural, more con- 
vincing, and forcible, than that of giving 
them the perfect and eternal enjoyment of the 
liberty wherewith he hath made them free. 


An apoltle calls this laſt, this diſtinguiſhed 
and glor.ous epocha, © the times of the reſtitution 
of all things ;” where ſpeaking of Jcius, he ſays, 
* Whom the heavens muſt receive until the 
times of the reſtitution of all things,” Acts iii. 
21,—That the times here ſpoken of, were tu- 
ture to that of our Lord's aſcenſion into glory, 
is undeniable (yea) they are repreſented as a 

ſtate 
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ſtate ſubſequent to the finiſhed ſalvation of Je- 
ſus, and final: when all things ſhall be ſo ſettled 


and fixed as to undergo no further change. 


As I pretend to no knowledge of divinity above 
what the ſacred ſcriptures teach; Neither do I 
believe that theſe have any private interpreta- 
tion, dependent on the viſionary or acquired 
wildom of man, in contradiſtinction to their 
analogy and rationality. Hence it is impoſſible 
for me to read of the “ times of the reſtitution 
of all things,” without conceiving of the hap- 
pineſs of all things—1. e. the reſtitution of all 
things to Jeſus ; which being his by inheritance, 


gift and purchaſe, are until ten in great part in 


the hand of the enemy. Hence the pfalmiſt, 


«© The Lord ſaid unto my Lord, fit thou on my 
right hand until I make thine enemies thy foot- 
ſtool”'—Then ſhall death, and hell, and unbelief, 
and fear, and guilt, give up whom they have 
held in captivity, to Jeſus Chriſt the head of 
all things, as his undoubted inheritance, and the 
diſputable purchaſe of his blood: when 


whatſocver 
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whatſoever contributed until mow, to with-hold 


their fouls from happinels, ſhall ceaſe to exiſt, 
and fear and trouble ſhall be no more. 


Tur reſtitution of all things to man, which 
are his by Jeſus Chriſt, and from the enjoyment 
of which he may hitherto have been with-held 
by the enemies of his peace, Briefly, the reſti- 
tution of all things, intends a perfect undoing 
of all that ſin hath done or cauſed ; this it is to 
teſtify that he gave himſelf a ranſom for all : 
In this he ſupports the claim of all to erernal 
life, on the principles of reſtitution : i all 
things, and of all things, made to divine juſtice 


and purity in his obedience and death. 


Taz times of the reſtitution are undoubtedly 
marked in the holy book, in the text which ar 
preſent is under notice: it is ſaid of Jeſus that 
the heavens mult receive him until the times 
of the reſtitution of all things :” Hence I con- 
clude, that on that appearance of our Saviour, 


which 
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A the ſcriptures teach us yet to look for, 
; reſtitution will take place, Of this ap. 
.rance of our Saviour, the angels bare wit- 


s to his diſciples at his aſcenſion ; ** Ye men 
Ff Galilee, why ſtand ye gazing up into hea- 
ven? This ſame Jeſus which is taken up from 
you into heaven, ſhall ſo come in like manner 
as ye have ſeen him go into heaven,” Acts i. ti. 
Of this his coming both our Saviour and his 
apoſtles have often ſpoken : and towards the 
cloſe of the ſacred book we read, Behold he 
cometh with clouds; and every eye ſhall fee 
him, and they which pierced him : and all kin- 
dreds of the earth ſhall wail becauſe of him: 
even ſo, Amen,” Rev. i. 7. This appearance 


of Jeſus, is ſpoken of by the prophet Daniel; 
« Behold one like unto the Son of man, came 
with the clouds of heaven, and came to the 
Antient of days, and they brought him near be- 
fore him: And there was given him dominion 
and glory, and a kingdom that all people, na- 


tions, and languages, ſhould ſerve him : his do- 
minion 
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minion is an everlaſting dominion, which ſha!l 
not paſs away, and his kingdom that which 
ſhall not be deſtroyed,” Dan. vii. 13, 14. Nor 
can any thing leſs than the reſtitution of all 
things, portend to the full accompliſhment of 
that prophecy ; where the whole of mankind 
are given and ſubdued unto him, to ſerve him; 
and his kingdom rendered eternal and un- 
changeable. Of this his coming ſpeaks our 
Lord himſelf, in Matt. xxiv. 30. And then 
ſhall appear the ſign of the Son of man in 
heaven : and then ſhall all the tribes of the 
earth mourn, and they ſhall fee the Son of man 
coming in the clouds of heaven, with power 


and great glory.” 


] am here aware of an objection to the hy- 
potheſis I aim at eſtabliſhing. —Ir will be urged, 
that this coming of Jeſus is ſo far from por- 
tending peace and joy to all, that the contrary 
is manifeſt, from its being declared that they 
ſhall mourn and wail becauſe of him, rather 

4 than 
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than rejoice. I anſwer— Tears are not always 
marks of miſery and diſtreſs; they are ſome- 
times the fruits of joy, and undeniable teſti- 
monials of inward repoſe and delight. And 
in this ſenſe are we to underſtand the words 
of the prophet, ** They ſhall look upon me 
whom they have pierced, and they ſhall mourn 
for him, as one mourneth for his only Son, and 
ſhall be in bitterneſs for him, as one that is in 
bitterneſs for his firſt-born,”* Zech. xii. 10. 
I have always been influenced to underſtand, 
and view thoſe words in a gracious promiſſory 
light ; and not as threatenings of miſery and 
deſtruction to the ſons of men. They intend 
the mournings and wailings of faith- and love, 


and are, in the promiſe, oppoſed to that hard- 
neſs of heart and impenitence, which naturally 
diſtinguiſh mankind. This, I think, appears 
ſtill more manifeſt, when we conſider, that this 
mourning and wailing is not limited to a num- 
ber, as to the non- elect, the unbelieving, the 
diſobedient, &c. but extended to every eye, 
bs 
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to all the tribes and kindreds of the earth: 
which implies all mankind, according to my 
judgment. Therefore thoſe wailings cannot be 
the wailings of deſtruction; for theſe are ap- 
plied to a number only; but theſe are applied 
to all without diſtinction. The wailings of 
deſtruction are never applied to all, nor are all 
any where threatened with them. As they 
therefore manifeſtly imply, what all ſhall par- 
take of, it is more conſiſtent with revelation 
and reaſon, and much more fo with the love of 
God, to conclude, that ſalvation, rather than 
damnation, is intended by the wailings of all 
the tribes of the earth, at the coming of Je- 
ſus. 


Tuis period I conſider, as * the times of the 
reſtitution of all things.” Then ſhall they look 
unto him whom they have pierced. Under the 
Old Teſtament, the paſchal lamb was ordained 
to be (lain by the whole aſſembly of the con- 
gregation ; as a figure of Jeſus being pierced 

VL by 
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by all mankind. For (che reaſon and intent of 
his death underſtood) it appears that all the 
children of Adam, both Jew and Gentile, were 
acceſſaries to his death; in that he died for all. 
The iniquities of us all were laid upon him, 
and he was wounded for our tranſgreſſions, 
and his ſoul was offered for our fins : yea, faith 
the apoſtle, <* for the ſins of the whole world.” 
And as thoſe, who by their iniquities cauſed 
kis death, with all its ſhame and torment, may 
with propriety be termed his crucifiers, ſo may 
they be ſaid to have pierced him. To look 
on him whom they have pierced, implies more 
than contrition, ariſing from ſuch a conſcious 
view : for the end and deſign of his ſufferings 
conſidered as bearing our iniquities, to excul- 
pate our perſons : It appears, that as from the 
contact ſubſiſting between him and us, in the 
article of his death, we may be ſaid to have 
pierced him; ſo our piercing him, in this ſenſe, 
intereſts us in all the benefits ariſing from his 
blood-ſhedding and death : therefore, to look 
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on him whom they have pierced, implies an 


appropriation of theſe benefits: a conſciouſneſs 
of his dying for our ſins, in conſequence of 
which, we are juſtified in him. Hence, if every 
eye ſhall ſee him, if all ſhall look upon him 
whom they have pierced, then ſhall all on that 
day be conſcious of ſalvation and happineſs 
in him; and the time of his glorious appear- 
ance prove * the times of the reſtitution of 
all thin2s :” when to him the Son of man ſhall 
be given dominion, and glory, and a kingdom 
—that all people, nations, and languages, ſhall 
ſerve him : his dominion 1s an everlaſting do- 
minion, which ſhall not paſs away, and his 
kingdom that which ſhall not be deſtroyed. 


Tur ſcriptures ſpeak of things, ſometimes 
as they are with God, and at other times, as the 
Ignorance, unbelief, and fears of man repre- 
lent them ; hence, that difference and ſeeming 
contradiction, with which they are taxed by 


unbelieving critics, I have already hinted, that 


where 


474 r 


where they ſpeak of the reſurrection of the 
juſt, and of the unjuſt; and of ſome ariſing to 
the reſurrection of life, and others to the reſur- 
rection of damnation ; they reſpect the different 
conſciouſneſs under which mankind are in their 
death, and at their reſurrection: and their dif- 
ferent views and apprehenſions in their riſing, 
to the general appearance on that ſolemn day. 
The one ariſes, conſcious of righteouſneſs, and 
in full aſſurance of eternal life. But the other, 
conſcious of ſin and guilt, ariſes in dreadful 
ſuſpenſe, looking for judgment, and fiery in- 
dignation. But it does not follow, that they 
ſtand thus diſtinguiſhed in the eye and purpoſe 
of God ; who having loved mankind, and 
given them grace in Chriſt, he beholds them 
only in that grace and perſon. Both you and 
I have knowa at one time or other, the re- 
preſentations of unbelief and guilty fear, to be 
the perfect reverſe of things as they are with 
God : and which, at ſome period future to 
that of our diſtreſs, we knew to be ſo. But 

while 
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while under the deception, what miſeries did 
we not feel ? What terrors are there, which 
did not then invade our boſoms ? what dread- 
ful apprehenſions, that did not then diſturb our 
repoſe? Nor had we any other means of de- 
liverance than Jeſus Chriſt, revealed, known, 
and believed on. But when favoured with this 
grace, when made acquainted with the fal- 
vation of Jeſus, we could plainly perceive, 
that our former terrors were altogether ground- 


leſs ; being ſimply the effects of ignorance and 
unbelief. 


Fox days, or months, yea, poſſibly for years, 
we were tormented with the guilty creations of 
diſtempered fancy; the terrifying coinage of 
an affrighted imagination. But yet, though the 
cauſe was fictitious, the effects were real; we 
were indeed unhappy, and the miſeries which 
we profeſſed to feel, were unteigned. 


Way may not this be the caſe with others 
for a longer period; ſince, before the Eternal, 
a thou- 
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a thouſand years are but as one day? We 
have ſeen amongſt men, who, from the ſame 
cauſe, have been all their life ſubje& to bon. 
dage, and to the fear of death; and yet, at 
their laſt hour, have been given to under. 
ſtand, that they had no cauſe of fear, from 
any limitations in the love of God : no cauſe 
from any deficiency in the ſalvation of Jeſus, 
to afflict their ſouls for a moment: but, that 
in the times of their ſoreſt diſtreſs, their tithe 
was good, and their claim indiſputable to the 
joy of their Lord. 


Tur caſe is exactly parallel with ſuch who 
die in their fins, and continue in that miſerable 
ſuſpence ſpoken of before, until * the times 
of the reſtitution of all things.” 


Tavs, according to your deſire, you have 
my thoughts, without reſerve, on the free- 
neſs, fulneſs, and extent of the great fal- 


vation, Was I aware of any diſhonour to Je- 
. ſus 


Er 177 


ſus Chriſt our Lord, from the publication of 
theſe letters; of their being injurious to ſociety, 
or hurtful to individuals, I would take care 
that they ſhould not extend beyond your pe- 
ruſal. 


Bur, as the contraty appears to me to be 
true; conſcious of the uprightneſs of my 
motives, I am content they ſhould be prin- 
ted and publiſhed : in order to which (hay- 
ing attentively read them) I deſire you would 
return them to me, as I have kept no copy 


thereof. 


Ir it ſhall pleaſe God, our Saviour, to 
bleſs what I have written, to the inſtruc- 
tion and conſolation, though but of a few 
among men, I ſhall have the reward I ſeek, 

and what will abundantly recompenſe me for 
all the reproaches unto which theſe letters may 
poſſibly ſubject me. 


Z. BR E- 
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BRETHREN, farewel, take me with you into 
the Holieſt, nor ever forget me before the throne 
of God and the Lamb, i whom, and for whoſe 
ſake, I am, 


Your Brother and Servant, 


J. R. 
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Dear BRETHREN, 


O finiſh, with my laſt letter, our correſ- 
pondence on the ſubject of a general ſal- 
vation, and all its relatives, was my ſincere 


intention : but, as you now aſk me, What man- 


ner of perſons they ought to be who believe 
theſe things ? and ſolicit an anſwer ; I feel my 
pen inclined to comply with your deſire, though 
aware of the difficulty of the undertaking. 


Brrwrxx ſelf-righteouſneſs and profaneneſs, 


the path is narrow; ſo that there are but few 
2 2 who 
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who find it: and fewer ſtill, who with an up- 


right perſeverance walk therein, 


Tur deſcription of this path, and of the 
walk of the upright therein, will, as I conceive, 
contain a full anſwer to your letter; and in par- 
ticular a ſolution of ycur leading queſtion : by 
ſhewing what manner of perions the worſhippers 
of Jeſus ought to be, and in reality are, while 


they ſupport that character, 


A DETERMINED foul, and a frm ſtep are 
neceſſary; or men totter, ſtagger, ſlide, and fall 
from the terra firma of the goſpel, into the 
ſwarips and mires of ſelf-righteouſneſs on the 
one hand, or down the rocky precipice of pro- 
faneneſs on the other, 


THERE is a petition in the Pſalms, which I 
can never ſufficiently admire : theſe many years 
my foul hath adopted the words (as I believe) in 
their reaſon and ſpirit : and in all her aſpirations 


and prayers to God her Saviour, makes not only 
a con- 


f 
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a conſtant, but a neceſſary and goſpel uſe of 
them: © Reſtore to me the joy of thy ſalvation, 
and uphold me with thy free Spirit,” 


Ix words, . confels my poverty; to ſay what 
I conceive and feel in the uſe of this petition : How 
very poor, then, my explanatory attempts, com- 
pared with the goſpel majeſty and ultimate ſenſe 


of the ſacied text! but yet ſuffer me to contribute 


my mite. 


Ox reading this, who are converſant with 
my writings, will naturally recur co my glance 
on the ſubject, in a former publication: I am 
aware of it, I confeſs it : the propricty, beauty, 
and ſenſe of the words, compel me to repe- 
titions, and to diſregard the imputation of tau- 


tology. 


By the joy of God's ſalvation, I mean what 


the deſpairing mariner feels, when floating on 


a plank, in the midſt of a wide tempeſtuous 
vccan, tormented with hunger and thirſt, and 
expiring 


V 


expiring through fatigue : He is unexpectedly 
taken up by a ſhip providentially directed into 
that path, 


By the joy of God's ſalvation, I under- 
ſtand what the condemned criminal feels, when 
dragged up from his cell, on the morning appoin- 
ted for him, to receive the wages of his ini- 
quity : he is ſurprized with a free and full par- 


don. 


Bur what are theſe when compared with the 
ſpiricual and eternal! By the joy of God my 
Saviour's ſalvation, I mean, what that man 
feels, upon whoſe vitals the never-dying worm 
has prey ed; in whoſe boſom the quenchleſs flame 


was kindled ; when the blood of ſprinkling ſets 
him free. 


On ! what is then his joy ! who can deſcribe 
it? He is as a man who dreams, his heart is filled 


with laughter, and his tongue with finging. 


Freed from doubt, from guilt, from fear; and 
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as the lily of the eld, o arrayed, thit Solomon 
in all his glory could not compare with him: his 
joy is greac; it is 10y infinitely ſurpaſſing, 
what the increaie of coin, and wine, and oil, 


produces. 


Is many hearts this joy ruſhes with impetuous 
torrent; regardleſs of prudential bounds, it 
tweeps all before it: Thought, realon, argu- 
ment, are ſo deluge, that we can have no re- 


courſe to either; but for a ſeaſon pailively float 
upon the ſwelling tide, 


We read of the diſciples of Jeſus, that they 
wondered, and believed not for joy: this was 
the joy of his ſalvation, infiaitely ſurpaſſing 
their hope and expectation. That fear, ſorrow, 
diſtreſs, ſhould impede our faith, and prevent our 
believing, is not at all ſurprizing : but that joy 
ſhould do it; joy, ariſing trom the manifeſtation 
of the wiſhed for, longed for, deſired object ; 


is what ſome have experienced, but what few 
can account for. 
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Hor and fear mingle in every deſire of the 
human heart; the compound is neceſſary to 
form and ſuppott a proper balance: for we ſink 
as lead, or mount as a feather, in proportion to 


the impulſe and prevalence of theſe paſſions. 


Wu fear predominates, and drags the ſoul 
down to bondage; hope ſiruggles for her de- 
liverance, and reſcues her from deſpair. Again, 
when hope is elevated with proſpect, and all her 


ſoul on tiptoe; fear inlinuates it may be a de- 


ception; it is beyond a rational, and too 792 
great a felicity to be true, 


Tux juſtle of hope and fear, renders joy tu- 
multuous, and for a time prevents the mind 
deciding the grand queſtion, Is iT TRUE? Re- 
velation, the parent of hope, is in the affirmative, 
and perfuades men ; but the miſgiving human 
heart, fooliſh and flow to believe, the origin of 
fear, is on the other ſide of the queſtion ; and 
ſays, it is too good to be true; yea it ſays it, of 
what amounts to the plaineſt demonſtration. 

I ae 
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Tae joy of his ſalvation, intends that happy 
ſtate, where the tumult is over, and perfect 
love and peace have taken place. Where rea- 
ſon and ſpirit walk hand in hand, and the way 
of God with man is juſtified. Reftore to me 
the joy of thy ſalvation,” is a petition not limited 
to the cry of a ſoul in diſtreſs, as having loſt the 
Comforter, and begging the reſtoration of what 
it was once poſſeſſed of; but it extends to the 
prayer and demand of faith. That joy, which 
thou, my Lord, my forerunner, and captain of 


my falvation, haſt obtained through obedience 
and the ſuffering of death : The joy which was 


ſer before thee, when thou enduredſt the croſs 
and deſpiſedſt the ſhame ; that joy I claim as my 
property: I had loſt it, but thou haſt recovered 
it, reſtore it unto me: for thou art faithful and 
true. It is mine from thine own declaration; for 
thou haſt ſaid, ©* The glory which thou haft 
given me, I have given them.” The joy of thy 
ſalvation is mine, from the reaſon and ſpirit of 
thy undertaking : from thy kindred relation to 
me, the right of my redemption was thine : 
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from thy being found in faſhion as a man, thou 
hadſt the capability of humiliation to death, yea, 
even to the death of the croſs. In my name, 
nature, and perſon, thou engageſt thine heart, 
to draw near unto God: thou haſt fulfilled all 
righteouſneis, thou haſt trodden down ſtrength: 
thou haſt vanquiſhed ſin, and death, and hell, and 
haſt called upon and required helpleſs man to be 
of good chear ; inaſmuch as thou haſt overcome 
the world; and aga'n, directing thy ſpeech to 
us, This is the victory that overcometh the 


world, even your faith. Reſtore unto me there- 


fore the joy of thy ſalvation, and uphold me 
with thy free Spirit.“ 


Tux joy of God our Saviour's ſalvation, ren- 
ders all his ways, ways of pleaſantneſs, and all 
h's paths peace. What is the profeſſed worſhip- 
per of Jeſus, wi:hout this joy? A mere for- 
maliſt, who preaches from ſelfiſh motives, who 
hears the word preached, reads, prays, and con- 
verſes on divine ſubjects, from ſentiment deſtitute 
of affection: either acting from duty, as a ſlave 


who 
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who dreads the whip, or, as perſons under par- 
ticular diſorders of the body, who, when reſo- 
lute to be active, are obliged to offer violence to 
their feelings. For, in ſuch caſes, the leaſt 
movement feels irkſome, yea, unnatural; and 
is not atchieved without a ſentimental reſolution; 
and even then exerciſe is unpleaſurable. The 
door grates upon its hinges, and the wheel drags 
upon its axle-tree for want of the oil of joy. 


BuT where the joy of his ſalvation is, the 
name Jesus is as Ointments poured forth: yea, 
becauſe of the ſavour of his good oir:tments, 
the virgins love him. Then it 1s known that 
his ſervice is perfect freedom, and his ſabbath a 
delight. Such manner of perſons the wor- 
ſhippers of Jeſus cught to be, and in reality are, 


while they ſupport that character, by walking in 
the light, as he is in the light. 


Bur, though the joy of his ſalvation be fo 
neceſſary to the conſolation of the ſons of God, 
yet the enjoyment is not without a careful and 


Aaz2 cautious 


| 
| 
ö 
N 
| 
| 
| 
| 


188 LET TI. 


cautious watch kept up in the ſoul; leſt our 
feelings ſhould engage our attention, and divert 
the eye from Jeſus. Thus, where we petition 
for the joy of his ſalvation, it immediately fol- 
lows, „and uphold me with thy free Spirit.“ 
That Spirit which requires nothing of me, in or- 
der to my perſeverance in the joy of thy ſal- 
vation. For, taught by experience, I know I 
can do nothing, I feel I am nothing; unequal to 
the eaſieſt conditions, I pray to be upheld by thy 
free Spirit. That Spirit, the Comforter, who 
ſpeaketh not of himſelf, of his own work, opera- | 
tions, impulſes, and reformations, influencing us 
to gather with theſe : but inceſſantly glorifies 
Jeſus, who- by receiving of the things that are 
his, and ſhewing them unto us, invariably in- 
ſtructs and inclines us to gather with him. 


* UenoLD me with thy free Spirit,“ that Spi- 
rit who, while he cultivates and prepares the 
mind for the reception of truth, and pours the 


oil of joy, even the joy of thy ſalvation, abun- 
dantly into the foul ; yet, with pointed finger 
and 


ET T EAI Xx 189 


and irreſiſtible perſuadon, converts all our atten- 
tion to the croſs: There, ſays he, is the Be- 
loved, there is your God, your Saviour, your 
huſband, your brother, your friend: he is your 
wiſdom, your righteouſneſs, your ſanctification, 
and redemption: O! he is your All in All. 
Let even your eye towards him bs the eye of 
the chaſte virgin. 


O Gop my Saviour, though I am ſenſible that 
the joy of thy ſalvation is abſolutely neceſſary to 
my comfort, and happineſs through life, and in 
thy worſhip, and therefore cannot but pray for 


it: yet ſuffer me not to be in bondage to the 


moſt ſpiritual enjoyment ; let no pleaſing frame, 
nor feeling of my foul, however heavealy it may 
be, take place of thy perſon, nor ever permit the 
Joy of thy ſalvation to rival thy ſalvation itſelf, 
Therefore, uphold me with thy free Spirit.“ 


Ir may poſſibly be objected, that ſuch diſ- 
tinctions are needleſs niceties.— I reply, Real 
chriſtianity hath its delicacies, which none are 


aware 
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aware of, but ſuch who know the ſcriptures and 
the power of God. I mean to apply them to 
ſuch only who believe what is contained in the 
former letters : and concerning whom you en- 
quire, where you aſk me, What manner of 
perſons they ought to be who believe thoſe 


things ?” 


I a ſenſile that I am not yet in your path; 
you had in your enquiry, an eye to demeanor and 
conduct, while I have been ſpeaking of ſomewhat 
ſeemingly foreign to the ſubject. But, before I 
begin to build, permit me to lay the foundation, 
and in excuſe of my manner, to tell you—that 


that man's conduct can never be right, whoſe 
heart is wrong. 


Cox rRARxY to the common received opinion, 
] averr, that in proportion as men recede from 
the virtue and glory of the goſpel, and become 


guilty flaves to their paſſions, they grow legal 
and i:}t-righteous, 


On 
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Ox the other hand, profaneneſs and irreligion, 
in ſuch who may be ſuppoſed to have once 
known the truth, take their riſe from wiſdom, 
faith and holineſs in their own conceit. When 
you read this, poſſibly you may cenſure it, es an 
odd conceit of mine. I confeſs it wears ſuch an 
appearance, yet it conſiſts with truth, as I ſhall 
have occaſion to ſhew. 


Tur chriſtian conſcience, I am perſuaded, 
will vouch for the truth of what I ſay : for ſays 
the chriſtian, while I walked in the light, 1 loved 
my brother, and ſaw none occaſion of offence 
or ſtumbling in him: I meaſured to him, the 
ſame meaſure as I did to myſelt ; i. e. the free 
and full falvation of Jeſus, without works of 
of 1ighteouſneſs, as done by man. While I 
walked in the virtue and glory of the goſpel, 
unto which Jeius hath called us, by his life, 
death, and refurreftion, all was light, love, 
liberty, and heavenly mindedneſs. But when 
by means of ſome irregular appetite, the grati- 
fication of ſome luſt, or paſſion, not looking to 


1 | Jeſus, 
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Jeſs, the author ani tinter of our faiths 
guilt has been incurrey, ie t has imme» 
diately changed; the lor vo on vanithes 2 


Moſes is read, the veil is vpon th. heart: the 
love, grace, and lenient genius ot the goſpel, 
have no longer their charms ; but are Leſpiled, 
and foriaken, for the auſterity, rigor, and cen- 


{ure of the law. 


Hz the mind undergoes a change equal to a 
figure uſed by an apoſtle, ©* The dog returns 
to his vomit, and the ſow that was waſhed to 
her wallowing in the mire.” 


UND the ſenſe of guilt, compared by the lip 
of truth, to the gnawing worm; it is natural for 
man to fly to his own repentances, prayers, and re- 
formations, for the redreſs of preſent grievances, 
ard ior the reaſon and ground of his future ex- 
pectations : inſtead of applying to the Lamb 
of God, who taketh away the ſin of the world, 
and to his precious blood, which cleanſeth from 
ail fin. The mind and conſcience being defiled, 

men 
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men loſe their reliſßu for the grace of our Lord 
Jeſus Chriſt, and grow doubtful of its virtues, 
and by degrees of the authenticity of the goſpel. 


Wuen I perceive the man, who once believed 


and rejoiced in the free ſal vation of Jeſus, turn 


again to the law in ſeatch of perfection; and 
from extolling the perſon, life and death of the 
Saviour, as the ſole ſource of his preſent happi- 
neſs, and the only foundation of his future hope 
and expectation; I ſay, when I perceive ſuch a 
one ſct up a talker for his own righteouſneſs, 
boilterouſly avowing, or flily inſinuating the 
utility, yea, the xzecef/ity of humiliations, prayers, 
tears, reformations, attachment to ordinances, 
&c. growing devoutly auſtere, and piouſly cen- 
ſorious; I repeat, when I meet with ſuch a 
character (which I often do) the words of the 
apoſtle ſtill recur, ** The dog to his vomit, and 
the ſow that was waſhed to her wallowing in 
the mire.” ] am perſuaded, that this character 

originates from the diſtreſs of unbelief, and is | 
the genuine offspring of a wounded conſcience. 
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Cuxisr and Belial cannot dwell together, nor 
can guilt and the goſpel inhabit the ſame ſoul : 
where the goſpel is entertained, guilt can find no 
place. But where the goſpel is hid, or, loſing 
its ſpiritual demonſtration and power, dwindles 
into word only—there guilt obtains : men think 
with that Syrian, who ſcoffingly aſked, If the 
rivers of Damaſcus were not preferable to the 
waters of Jordan ? 


' In looking around me, I have obſerved among 
mankind, that it is thought ſufficient to patronize 
virtue and purity, without entering into the ſpi- 
rit and practice thereof. A pious reflection, a 
compunctive ſigh, with a prayer in the evening, 
atones for the evil of the day, and huſhes the 
worm to ſleep, under the notion of its being a 
child of grace. There are a few particulars in 
their catalogue of vices, which, if in the moſt 
favorable ſelfiſh partial conſtruction, they chance 
to eſcape, they fail not to number themſelves 


among the ſaints, and to look down upon their 
brethren. 


. Tur 
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THe free goſpel which preaches ſalvation to 
helpleſs man, without works of righteouſneſs 
done by him, is commonly accuſed of libertiniſm. 
But let me tell you, the law and human righteouſ- 
neſs, have their libertines alſo : witneſs the re- 
ligious diſputes of the day, as well as of ages 


paſt, 


Tux greateſt patrons of human holineſs, yea, 
even the bold angelic aſſertors of perſonal per- 
fection, are wile in their generation, as the chil- 
dren of this world: There is no cunning ſleight, 
or craftineſs, that they will not avail themſelves 
of, to give their adverſary the fall ; though they 
can conſiſtently promiſe nothing to the public 
by it, nor to themſelves, except a little pelf, and 
the whiſtling of a name : for whom they pretend 
to overthrow, they confeſs to be their fellow 
ſaints and ſervants of Jeſus. They alſo hold up 
to the public, in the character of the reprobate, 
perſons whom they never converſed with, nor 
even knew by face; and in defence of thei con- 
duct, appeal to the world for the truth of their 

Bb2 in 
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inſinuations : chearfully admitting the accuſer 
of the brethren himſelf, an evidence againſt 
them, 


Tuis is a picture in miniature, of a ſelf-righ- 
teous, ſeli-holy libertine, a vile tranſgreſſor, both 
of the law of Moſes and of Chriſt. 


To do evil that good may come, is a maxim 
exploded with abhorrence by the apoſtle, as in- 
compatible with chriſtianity, and an abomination 
before God and our Saviour; yet this abomi- 


nation is practiſed, even in the high places of 
the ſelf-righteous, and lies mingled with their 
offerings upon the altar. 


TrarT men bite and devour one another, is 
certainly an evil: that they whiſper, mutter, 
backbite, and ſlander, is evil: that they miſre- 
preſent, and uncover each others nakedneſs be- 
fore the face of the ſun, is undoubtedly an evil: 
but theſe and a thouſand more of like nature, 


are eaſily accounted for, eaſily anſwered, and 
the 


r 


the ſtain wiped out, with this ſingle plea, © Our 
aim is to do good.“ 


Wuou ſelf-righteous men mean to traduce, 
they make public prayer for : and when from 
rigid virtue, awful juſtice, or an affected ſim- 
plicity of piety, they find it indiſpenſible to tell 
God Almighty the crimes or infirmities of the 
culprit, they are extremely circumſtantial, ex- 
cept it ſuit their purpoſe better, and the policy 
of the cauſe requires, that they ſhould pretend 
to a rod in reſerve ; which, but for their lenity, 
would chaſtiſe the offender as with ſcorpions : 
here a ſomething inſinuated to be highly cul- 
pable, muſt be nameleſs, 


SOMETIMES the accuſation relates to matters 
of faith, and ſometimes to manners : but error 
in matters of faith, the public are inclined to 
wink at. Therefore hereſy without the ſauce 
of corrupt manners, is but an inſipid diſh in 
theſe days: add but the ſauce with a high ſeaſon- 
ing, the prieſt and the peaſant will feed with de- 
light: 
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light: They eat up the ſins of my people,” 
fays the prophet. | 


Yea, ſay you, but this relates to prieſts of the 
Roman perluaſion, who derive advantages of 
riches and power, from the ſins of the people, 
But I averr, it is true alſo of who call them- 
felves Proteſtants, and particularly applicable 
to the greateſt pretenders to holineſs among 


! 


racm, 


AMoNGSsT theſe, the foibles and infirmities of 
one man feeds, yea, faitcns another: either as they 
reap conſolation from compariſon, or by theſe 
ſteps aſcend to ſuperiority. I have heard it re- 
ported of the holy author of the Saints everlaſting 
Reſt, that he had an inclination even to longing, 
to ſerve up Dr. Criſp to himſelf, and the public, 
as a heretical diſh of the firſt reliſh : but to his 
great mortification, he found, after the moſt cri- 
tical enquiry, that he could not with all his art, 
procure a proper ſauce ; without which the diſh 


would be unpalatable to much the greater part 
of 
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of mankind: Hence, the pious complaint, 
That, but for Dr. Criſp's purity of manners, 
they could eaſily have refuted his doctrine, and 
have held it up in ſuch a light to the public, 
as would diveſt it even of the appearance of 
truth, and its author of credit. 


O ! ſelf. righteouſneſs, what a Proteus art 
thou! Nothing can be more frequent in the 
mouths of thoſe gentry, than that, That 
man's faith can never be wrong, whoſe life is 
right.” Yet they mean this only to Arminians, 
Arians, Socinians, Deiſts, Jews and Heathen. 
Among thoſe, whoſe life is ſuppoſed to be up- 
right, they entitle to the love and favor of God ; 
however diſconſonant their faith may be to the 
ſacred ſcriptures, yea, though they ſtand charged 
in the latter, with having no faith at all: For 
all men have not faith.” 


Bur (ſay you) do they not mean to apply it, 
as well to ſuch who are on the other ſide of the 


queſtion ? nay, far, very far, are they from ap- 
plying 
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plying it to a true diſciple of Jeſus: however 
unqueſtionable the uprightneſs of bis life may 
be, yet its evidence for the truth of bis faith, 
ſhall not be admitted : nor its recommendation 
in the leaſt attended to; as I have obſerved in 
in the eaſe of Dr. Criſp : and I may here add, 
in the caſe of the apoſtle Paul himſelf : Paul, did 
I fay ! let me ſtill add, in the caſe of one greater 
than Paul, who ſays, Which of you convinceth 
me of ſin, and if I ſpeak the truth, why do you 
not believe me ?” 


Yov will naturally aſk, whence this bias, this 
abſurd partiality, fo palpable and glaring ? It 
originates from nature, by which man is a child 
of wrath, without hope, and without God in the 
world : the child of wrath, does not imply an 


object of the divine anger, or fury, reſpecting 
the perſons of men, as ſundry dream ; but re- 
lates to that enmity, and wrath againſt God, and 
againſt his holy child Jeſus, wherewith ſatan im- 
pregnated the human heart, when he ſowed the 
evil feed ; of which the Saviour ſpake, where he 

ſays, 
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ſays, © Ye are of your Father the devil, and the 
luſts of your Father ye will do.” Theſe luſts 
conliſt in enmity to Jeſus Chriſt, in particular to 
his free, full, and extended ſalvation of man- 
kind, without works of righteouſneſs as done 
by them. Naturally, we know nothing of this 
grace, we have no idea of it, and when we begin 
to hear and enquire, the father of ignorance and 
unbelief accuſes it of deception, irrationality, 
and impoſture ; that it is deſtructive to virtue, 
goodneſs, and holineſs. 


Non need they, who are by nature and bias 
children of wrath, and {the ſeed of the ſerpent, 
much perſuaſion on this head : the priace of 
this world, when he cometh, {till finds ſomewhat - 
in them. Such is the bias under which every 
human heart is born into this world, and there- 
fore we are all children of wrath, by nature : 
Ignorance, doubtfulneſs, unbelief, and enmity 
to Chriſt and to his great ſalvation, conſtitute 
the intellectual feeling, and acting character of 
every child of Adam, while in the ſtate of na- 
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ture; without hope, and without God in the 
world. Nor (when every thought is brought in- 
to captivity to the obedience of Chriſt) are we 
perfectly exempt from the aſſaults of ſelf- righ- 
teouſneſs ; for, though ſelf-righteouſneſs may be 
no longer predominant, or the principle that 


heart, an evil ſeed, which, however diligently 
and carefully weeded, is not perfectly eradicated 
while we are in the body, This vile body muſt 
be changed.” 


Wutxe ſelf. righteouſneſs is allowed of, and 
every virtue and glory, and even ſalvation itſelf, 
are placed to that account ; it 1s by way of com- 
penſation for fin to expiate accumulated guilt, 
and to palliate infirmity. Without holineſs 
no man ſhall ſee the Lord.” Holineſs is abſo- 


lutely neceſſary to our conſolation, and to our 
confidence towards God. For, if our hearts 
condemn us, we have no confidence towards him. 
This receſſary holineſs, men gather with divers 
means, and from different quarters. The chri- 

{tian 


ſways the ſoul ; yet it inheres in the human 
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ſtian indeed gathers with Chriſt, who of God is 
made unto us ſanctification: Conſcious of Chriſt 
being his holineſs, he is ſatisfied with him ; and 
as he is in Chriſt, and Chriſt in him, he ſtands 
holy to God : without the conſideration of his 


own righteouſneſs, which is according to the law, 
either in an active or paſſive ſenſe. 


Hol and without blame before God in love: 
unto this we were choſen in Chriſt before the 
foundation of the world,” Eph. i. 4. True ho- 
lineſs conſiſts in a conformity to the nature and 
will of God; without which we cannot ſee him: 
nor will his preſence (to us) contain the fulneſs 
of joy. Chriſt is made of God unto us ſancti- 
fication : Chriſt, including the people in himſelf, 
in all his doings and ſufferings, ſanctified him- 
ſelf, that he might ſanctify them: which he ef- 
fected by the offering up of his body once for 
all. Through the whole ſcene of his humiliation, 
Chriſt was conſidered as the ſole ſinner, whoſe 
purgation, by adequate chaſtiſements, was the 
purgation of the whole : He, through his blood, 
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being a plenary propitiation for all: hence we read, 
when he had by himſelf purged our ſins, he ſat 
down. Holineſs, in the firſt ſenſe, as applicable 
to mankind, intends that ſtate wherein Jeſus 
Chriſt hath placed us before the face of God: 
This is our holineſs in the divine account; here 
the holy eye beholds us with pleaſure, and we are 
entitled unto, and bleſſed with his complacency 
and delight. This is our legal meetneſs to be 
partakers (with the ſaints) of the glorious inheri- 
tance. ö 


Bur this, is true to them who believe not; as 
righteouſneſs was to Abraham, when in uncir- 
cumciſion: yet, when we come to the faith and 
obedience of the truth, then, what is true in 
Chriſt, is true alſo in 286. It is impoſſible for 
me to mean a phyſical change; as though na- 
ture ceaſed to be itſelf, and the paſſions no lon- 
ger ſubſiſted. But my meaning is, that Chriſt 
dwells in the heart by faith, as made of God 
unto us, wiſdom, righteouſneſs, ſanctification, 
and redemption ; that what is wrought and per- 

2 / fected 
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fefted in him, as our ſurety and repreſentative, is 
revealed and manifeſted in as: until the con- 
ſcience anſwers to the goſpel report; or to what 


is thus wrought in him, as face anſwers to face in 
a glaſs. 


Tur prophet, as I take it, hath decided the 
queſtion, re ſpecting diſtinction between righteouſ- 
neſs and holineſs, as perfected in Chriſt for man- 
kind, without their aid, faith, or experience: 
and the revelation of that grace in them: where 
he ſays, The work of righteouſneſs is peace, 
and the effects thereof, quietneſs and aſſurance 
for ever.” From the knowledge of the former, 
proceeds the latter; therefore, who would grow 


in grace, muſt grow in the knowledge of our 
Lord and Saviour Jeſus Chriſt. 


THe ſcriptures ſpeak of ſaints, as being ſuch 
in Chriſt Jeſus on, and not in themſelves, in their 
own virtues and righteouſneſſes. The goſpel 


ſhews us, what we are in Chriſt, and what he 


is made of God unto us. In proportion to 


faith, and aſſurance, we appropriate him and his 


un- 
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unſearchable riches; as pertaining to us; adding 
to faith, virtue; and to virtue, knowledge; and 
to knowledge, temperance ; and to temperance, 
patience; and to patience, godlineſs; and to god- 
lineſs, brotherly kindneſs ; and to brotherly kind- 
neſs, charity. For, if theſe things be in you, and 
abound, they make you that ye ſhall neither 
be barren, nor unfruitful in the knowledge of our 
Lord Jeſus Chriſt. But he that lacketh theſe 
things is blind, and cannot ſee far off, and hath 
forgotten that he was purged from his old ſins. 


| TI amt aware of what men have learned to ſay 
on this ſubject: they mean to patch the old gar- 
ment with pieces of new cloth; by which means 
the rent is ſtill made worſe : they mean, that 
theſe virtues and graces are to be perſonally ac- 
quired, in habit and practice, until their calling 
and election be made ſure by means thereof. 


Bur I conceive, that all theſe virtues and 
graces are in Chriſt, and are numbered among 
his unſearchable riches, When men have at- 

tained 
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tained to the faith of our Lord Jeſus Chriſt ; to 
know that they are one with him, and he with 
them, and follow on to know their Lord ; then 
all the treaſures of wiſdom, and of knowledge, 
which are hid in him, open up to their view : 
and they are authorized to appropriate, what they 
apprehend in his riches and righteouſneſs : hence, 
from his immenſe treaſures, they have faith, then 
add to their faith, virtue ; then knowledge, then 
temperance, then patience, godlineſs, brotherly 
kindneſs, and charity. Thus, receiving from his 
fulneſs, and grace for grace : until they all with 
open face, beholding, as in a glaſs the glory of the 
Lord, are changed into the ſame image, from glory 
to glory, even as by the Spirit of the Lord.“ Here, 
they are conſcious of their being as Chriſt is; 
yea, even while they are in this preſent world, 
compaſſed about with infirmities, and ever 


confeſſing, that in them, according to the fleſh, 
there dwelleth no good thing. 


Tur apoſtle, ſpeaking of the holineſs of the 
true worſhippers, ſays, that being once purged, 


they 
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they have no more conſcience of ſins; and that 


they are made perfect, pertaining to the conſci- 
ence. 


Bur methinks I hear you complain, that 

I am not yet in your path: You aſk me, 
whether the believer on Jeſus has not ſome mark, 
ſome character, to diſtinguiſh him from ſuch 
who believe not ? I reply, he has: Firſt, he has 
an ear-mark, Nor is it an uncommon thing 
for a ſhepherd to diſtinguiſh his ſheep by an 
ear- marx. Under the diſpenſation of Moſes, 
the ſervant who from his attachment to his 
maſter, or love to his wife and children, who 
were not to partake of his freedom) renounced 
his privilege of freedom from ſervitude, had his 
ear bored with an aw] : it was done in the pre- 
ſence of the judges, to ſignify, that it was his own 
choice, and that he was under none other com- 
pulſion than love, to abide in the family. It 
was done at his maſter's door, implying, a de- 
termined reſolution, and vow, to abide in the 
nouſe all the days of his life, to hear his maſter's 
voice, 
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voice and to do his will. Again, our Saviour, 
by the Pſalmiſt, ſays, ! Sacrifice and offering thou 
didſt not deſire, mine ears haſt thou opened:“ 
which opening of the ears, the apoſtle to the 
Hebrews conſtrues, doing the will of God, The 
great Shepherd alſo fays, ** His ſheep follow 
him, for they know his voice : and a ſtranger 
will they not follow, but will flee from him : 
for they know not the voice of ſtrangers.” 


I am aware of the pretenſions of all who 
call themſelves, or chooſe to be called goſpel 
preachers, to the above character: All who are 
but nominally chriſtian join in the ſhout, ** We 
are his ſheep, we know, we hear his voice, we 
follow him;“ but the voice of a ſtranger we 
neither hear nor follow. Yet, as the claimants 
are extremely various: perſectly oppoſite in 
ſect, diſcipline, doctrine, and faith: they cannot 
all be worſhippers and followers of the true 
Chriſt: many of them muſt be heaters, and 
followers of the ſtranger, whom they profeſs to 
diſclaim. 
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, Wuazn Moſes and Elias in their veſtures of 
glory, attended the Saviour in the mountain of 
his transſiguration; and there ſpake with him, 
of his deceaſe which he was to accompliſh at 
Jeruſalem ; his diſciples, whom he favoured 
with this bleſſed inter vicw, heard the voice from 
heaven, ſaying, © This is my beloved Son, in 
whom I am well pleaſed ; hear ye him.” Hear 
him in preference to Moſes and Elias, whom ye 
were wont to hear : theirs was the miniſtry of 
the Old Teſtament, containing, the dead and 
killing letter: but Vis is the miniſtry of the New 
Teſtament, which has the Spirit that giveth 
life. 


Hraxr the well-beloved Son, for in his deceaſe 
accompliſhed at Jeruſalem, the miſſions of Moles 
and the prophets have their final end; every 
prediction, promiſe, requiſite, and threatening, 
contained in the law and prophets, are, in his 
death and reſurrection, executed, fulfilled, and 
accompliſhed. Be), ond his death, there is no 


curſe; for he was made a curſe for us: in con- 


ſcquence 


. 


ſequence of which, we are delivered from going 
down into the pit. Beyond his reſurrection, we 
are not to look for the accompliſhment of pro- 
miſes : © For all the promiſes in him, are yea, 
and in him, Amen.” Therefore, hear the 
ſpeakings of his blood. 

Hr ax ye him in all particulars of his humi- 
liation : in his birth; in his circumciſion; in 
his toilſome life, his baptiſm, faſting, prayers, 
and temptation : in his agony and bloody 
ſweat, in his tremendous, yet precious death 
and burial : in his triumphant reſurrection and 
aſcenſion ; and in the coming of his witneſſing 
Spirit. In all theſe Jeſus ſpeaks light, life, and 
immortality to man: in all theſe he aſſerts, and 
indiſputably proves the love of God to his crea- 
tures; free, rich, invaluable, unchangeable, 
everlaſting : that their debts are paid, their 
crimes cancelled ; and that the hand-writing 
which was againſt them, and which was con- 
trary to them, he has taken out of their way, and 
nailed it to his croſs. 
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Tais is that ear-mark, which diſtinguiſhes 
the ſheep of our Saviour's paſture : This is that 
teſtimony, which all his rue worſhippers attend 
to: nor is it from whim, paſſion, fluctuating 
frame, or tranſient influence of the Spirit of truth 


| himſelf, that they hear him; but from prin- 


ciple, from choice, they &xoww his voice and fol- 
low him. 


THrtxy follow him as their great Fore-runner, 
who went before to explore the dangerous paſs : 
where they perceive his track, they follow with- 
out fear : no open oppoſition, hidden ambuſh, nor 
ſecret ſnare have they there to fear. They are 
perfectly aſſured, that he has not only, as their 
Fore-runner, minutely and critically examined - 
every difficulty; but that, as the Captain of 
their ſalvation, he has removed them all out of 
their way, and has rendered their path to glory, 
ſo direct, ſo ſecure, that the wafaring man, 
though a fool, ſhall not err therein, 


THEY 
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Turv follow him as their Shepherd, on whoſe 
watchful care they are dependant : no obſtacle 
appals him, nor will he forſake them in the face 
of danger : but, from the experience which he 
learned by the things which he ſuffered, from 
his knowledge, by which he juſtifies many; 
from his love, tenderneſs, and power ; he con- 
tinues to be their Saviour, through all the diſ- 
treſſes of life: as he has already been, from every 


pain and penalty incurred through their offences ; 
by laying down his life for them. 


Trey follow him, not for the meat which 
periſheth, but for that which endureth unto ever- 
laſting life : by him they go in and out, and 
find paſture, and have that to eat which the 
world knows nothing of. 


Bur, probably, you will aſk me, Do they not 
diſtinguiſh themſelves by following his footſteps ? 
Undoubtedly they follow and appropriate every 
footſtep which he hath trodden ; herce, what 


he ic, what he hath done, ſuffered, and obtained 
by 
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by means thereof, is theirs: and as they are 
righteous in his righteouſneſs, ſo are they holy 
in his holineſs : in his Sonſhip they have their 
adoption, and in his acceptance they have ever- 
laſting ſalvation, 


Poss1BLY your meaning is, that the diſciples 
of Jeſus are capable of imitating him in ſpirit 
and manner. This I cannot ſubſcribe to, except 
ye call fire painted on the wall, an imitation of 
fire burning in the furnace; or a pleaſant pic- 
ture devoid of ſpirit, reaſon, and life, an imi- 
tation of man, angel, &c. Yea, even theſe ap- 
proach their original, nearer, much nearer, than 
men or angels. in their moſt ſpiritual imitations, 
can approach to the perfections of Jeſus, Be- 
hold, he putteth no truſt in his ſaints, yea, the 
heavens are not clean in his ſight. How much 
more abominable and filthy is man, who drinketh 
iniquity like water?“ The ſacred book ſays, 
„He charged his angels with folly :” and 
again, To which of the angels has he ſaid 
at any time, Thou art my Son ?” and again, 

ſpeak = 
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ſpeaking to the Son, Thou haſt loved righ- 
teouſneſs, and hated iniquity; therefore God, 
even thy God, hath anointed thee with the oil of 
gladneſs above thy fellows: Again, when he 
brought his firſt begotten into the world, he 
commandedall the angels toworſhip him.“ What 
then is man, who ſays to the worm, Thou art my 
ſiſter, and to corruption, Thou art my mother; 
that he ſhould pretend ro anſwer to the pattern, 
and in perſonal virtues to tread in the ſteps of Je- 
ſus ! Let every ſuch conſider the parable of the 
phariſee and the publican, who went up to the 
temple to pray; the application is eaſy. 


WHar can we, what muſt we think, of ſuch, 
who pretending to the Spirit and practice of Je- 
ſus, are manifeſtly the reverſe ? Are we to ad- 
mit of profeſſion, in contradiction to fact? By 
no means, my Brethren : let no man deceive 
you : when you ſee the proud, the diſſembler, 
the envious, the covetous, the malicious, turn a 
deaf ear to his profeſſion of following the ex- 


ample 
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ample of Jeſus : in not believing ſuch you will 
honor your Saviour, 


Tarr will not follow the ſtranger ; they know 
not his voice. Moſes verily was faithful in all 
his houſe, as a ſervant ; for a teſtimony of thoſe 
things which were to be ſpoken after : yet the 
ſervant abideth not in the houſe for ever; but 
the ſon abideth for ever, and was counted wor- 
thy of more glory than Moſes z inaſmuch as he 
who builded the houſe, hath more glory than 
the houſe.” Chriſt, and his goſpel, ſuperſedes 
Moſes and his law ; therefore, the voice and 
lead of the latter are thoſe of the ſtranger, 
which the true worſhipper of Jeſus will neither 


know nor follow. 


Tre ſtranger may alſo intend the ſuggeſtions 
of corrupt nature; which every true diſciple 
of the Lamb is to turn a deaf ear to. We are 
fimply to attend to the revelation of God, which 


teackes us to * reckon ourſelves dead indeed 
unto 
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unto fin, but alive unto God by Jeſus Chriſt our 
Lord.” Again: It may intend the devices of 
ſatan, which the chriſtian cannot be ſuppoſed to 
be ignorant of; and therefore they will not hear 
the ſtranger's voice, nor follow his lead: It 


may alſo be underſtood of ſuch, who teach for 


doctrines the commandments of men. Thieſe 
the chriſtian ear cannot reliſh; they are un- 
friendly to man: they are not the voice of the 
father, the brother, the lover; but of the un- 
feeling ſtranger, whom we vill neither hear nor 


follow. 


Tre true worſlupper of Jeſus ſtands diſtin: 
guiſhed in his attachment to his Lord. © To 
you who believe (ſays an apoſtle) he is pre- 
cious.” I will make a man; ſaith the Lord, 
more precious than fine gold, even a man than 
the golden wedge of Ophir. The gold of 
Ophir intends the gold of aſhes, or gold with- 
out droſs; probably from a country ſo ſituated 
td the ſun, that the chymiſtry of its beams, in 
conjunction with the dew of heaven, gilds the 
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mountains with ſuch pure extractions from their 
bowels, as to need no artificial refinement, and 
therefore called the golden wedge of Ophir, 


On, in another ſenſe, it may intend the ſpirit 

and fruit of the ſacrifice. In the ſacred book, 
gold is a familiar emblem of ſpiritual things, 
of durable riches and righteouſneſs, extracted 
from the Crucified upon the altar of his croſs, 
and with juſt propriety, in my idea, called the 
golden wedge of Ophir, or of aſhes. 


As to the literal explication of the prophet, 
reſpecting the overthrow and depopulation of 
Babylon; when a male inhabitant ſhould be fo 
very rare, as to be eſtimated more precious than 
fine gold, yea, than the golden wedge of Ophir. 
This, I ſay, I wave (being to us perfectly un- 
intereſting) for what more immediately con- 
cerns us. 


Bur however valuable and precious (as the 
golden wedge of Ophir) the ſpirit and fruit of 
3 ths 
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the ſacrifice may be, yet the man Chriſt Jeſus 
is more precious ſtill: to all the benefits we re · 
ceive from his blood and death, the perſon of 
our glorious Lord is infinitely preferable, Chriſt, 
in his perſon, is precious to the true worſhipper, 
above all the riches of his ſalvation. The nearer 
we approach the throne of God and of the Lamb, 
the more fully we come into the ſpiritual life, 
the more ſweetly we reliſh, and ſincerely join 
in, the new ſong, << Worthy is the Lamb,“ &c. 
Forgetting ourſelves, and all our own happi- 
neſſes, we are caught up into the admiration of 
his perſon, as fairer than the ſons of men: the 
beauty of holineſs, the Prince of the kings of 
the earth, 


Wur the ſcriptures ſpeak of the bleſſed man, 
Chriſt is iatended : and when they ſpeak of the 
miſerable man, they ſtill mean Chriſt. I am 
aware of the offence that this aſſertion will 
give to many; for here, when man would in- 


troduce himſelf under ſome particular character, 
Ee 2 Ch:iſt 
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Chriſt is always in his way. Are you ambitious 
of the character of the bleſſed man, who walk- 
eth not in the counſel of the ungodly, nor 
ſtandeth in the way of ſinners, nor ſitteth in 
the ſeat of the ſcornful ? No ſooner do you 
preſs tawards the chair, but the goſpel ſhews 
you it is already filled with Jeſus. Diſappointed 
in your aim at the higheſt character, under 
which you could claim the love and favor of 
God as your juſt due; you reſolve for that of 
the miſerable, as what will entitle you to the 
compaſſion and mercy of your God: preſſing on 
to that ſeat, not ſuſpecting a competition there 3 
the Spirit of truth, with pointed finger, ſhews 
you it already filled with Him, whoſe counte: 
nance was marred more than any man's, and his 
yiſage more than the ſons of men, 


. 


WrarT |! ſay you, is Jeſus every-where ? is 
Jeſus every thing ? is he the higheſt ? is he the 
loweſt ? is he the bleſſed ? is he the curſed ? In- 
deed, my brethren, he is: He fills all things; 
he is the firſt, Re is the laſt, the beginning and 
a the 
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the end: O! he is all and in all: and you, and 
I, are nothing but by him. This, my bre- 
thren, is the glorious Man, more precious than 
the golden wedge of Ophir. 


Acain, the true worfhipper abides in the 
ſimplicity that is in Chriſt, Simplicity hath 


divers acceptations in common language, and 


even in the ſcriptures : ſometimes it intends ſilli- 
neſs, fooliſhneſs, indiſcretion, &c. at other 


times, it implies ſingleneſs of heart, plainneſs 


of ſpeech, plain dealing, and artleſs honeſty. 
In the /atter ſenſe, the apoftle intends it : where 
he ſays, in ſimplicity and godly ſincerity, 
not with fleſhly wiſdom, but by the grace of 
God, we have had our converſation in the 
world ; and more abundantly to you-wards :” 
And again, Leſt your minds ſhould be cor- 
rupted from the ſimplicity that is in Chriſt.” 


CHRISTIANITY, at preſent, reſpecting faith 
and practice, ſeems to be ſtripped of its ſim- 
plicity ; and to have none other adornings, than 

the 
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the trappings of human wiſdom, and the inven- 
tions of men. Faith is ac a ſcience, unto 
which, none but men of extraordinary genius 
can attain, The poor fiſhermen of {Galilee 
would ſtand no chance, in the preſent day, to 
come to the unity of the faith; intricate, ſpruce, 
and finical as it is: for, as it is ſcientifically 
taught, the technical terms muſt be firſt gained, 
and applied with propriety, or whatever a 
man's conceptions may be, he will not be conſi- 
dered an adept in the faith, 


THrtrre are alſo faiths many, ſuch as the faith 
of adherence, reliance, dependence, aſſurance, 
and many others whoſe names I have forgot. 
There are alſo many ads of faith, as the reflex 
act, the direct act, &c. It is alſo ſuppoſed that 
there are habits of faith, when faith itſelf is 
wholly dormant, or out of exerciſe. To the 
latter, ſome impute what they call the final per- 
ſeverance of the ſaints: and by this means ac- 
count for Peter's continuing in the faith, even 
while he denied it. But you and I, brethren, 


are 
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are unacquainted with theſe prodigious fineſſes, 
we are ſimple enough to think that there is but 
one faith; and that no man has faith, longet 
than he has it: and that hat faith which is not 
alive, is dead: and that our perſeverance and 
preſervation to eternal life, is in him and wholly | 
depends upon bim who ſays, Becauſe I live, 
you ſhall live alſo.” 


As to what in the preſent day is called Prac- 
tical Chriſtianity ; with the ſame tongue bleſs 
they God, even the Father : and therewith curſe 
men, who are made after the ſimilitude of God. 
Holy mortified ſaints of a long ſtanding, who 
have been long dead to the world, whoſe con- 
verſation is in heaven, and who have indeed one 
foot in the grave; the eclat of whoſe harveſt- 
home, we have been taught to expect, and look 
for; when they ſhould be gathered into the 
garner, as a ſhock of corn fully ripe : during 
theſe our expectations, they have, in their laſt 
moments as it were, been dabbling in politics; 
Pudying hireling authors, and racking their in- 


ventions, 
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ventions, to prove the utility, and even the equity 
of oppreſſion: and, under a pretended voice of 
peace and friendly advice, ſtimulating to war 
and human blood - ſhedding. O rare modern 
apoſtles! O rare practical chriſtianity ! 


Dos not the above feed infidelity, and give 
men cauſe to ſay, that the chriſtian profeſſion is 
merely a farce? Their pretended maſter (ſays 
the objector), according to them, was holy, 
harmleſs, undefiled: and his diſciples, particu- 
larly his miniſters, profeſs to walk in his foot- 
ſteps : but we perceive them to be men of this 
world, fond of riches, honors, fame and power ; 


not in any degree ſuitable to their profeſſion. 
I am obliged to confeſs, that, from an impartial 
view of the holy men of the day, they have juſt 
grounds for their objection. 


Tux ſpiritual worſhipper meddles not with 
politics, he delights not in war, his Maſter's 
kingdom is not of this world : whatever nation 
his country may be at war with, it is impoſſible 
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To follow peace with all men, is his fenti- 
ment, aim, and deſire: knowing that Chriſt 


his Saviour gave himſelf a ranſom for all, to 
be teſtified in due time. 


Brethren, farewell. 


Your Brother and Servant, 


(for Chriſt's ſake) 


J. R. 
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